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The Language of Freedom 
by Karelia Pallan 

 

One of my favorite writing exercises is when journalists 
cover events happening in the United States as if they 
were covering a foreign country. It’s meant to show the 
(often) superficial way that nuanced international issues 
are generalized in tropes. However, sometimes—if done 
well—it can point out the absurdity in how we cover topics 
in the U.S. with biases we might not consciously perceive. 
 

I considered how we might cover the zero-tolerance 
immigration policy if it were happening anywhere else in 
the world. How different would you read an article whose 
title was, “Record Number of Refugees Seek Haven in the 
US, Fleeing Unprecedented Violence in Home Countries,” 
versus a headline that read, “Dangerous Illegal Aliens 
Continue to Invade Our Country’s Borders”? How much 
more visceral was hearing the past few weeks about 
“babies ripped from their mother’s arms” than merely 
saying, “children were separated from their parents”? 
 

These might be inelegant, unsubtle examples—but the 
point is: words matter. Language matters. When 
someone uses words like illegal, infest, and invade to 
generalize all people coming to the U.S., many seeking 
asylum, it paints a picture of that group and its 
motivations even if you don’t know or understand (or 
want to know or want to understand) any of the 
individuals’ push and pull factors for coming here. 
 

Growing up as an immigrant in the U.S., I sometimes felt 
like I lived in an ephemeral space between two countries, 
not feeling fully part of either. I was asked on multiple 
occasions by adults (no doubt thinking they were making 
a harmless joke): “Are you a Mexican or a Mexican’t?” 
Throway language like this made me wrongly believe I 
was less, that immigrants were less. It made me reticent 

Independence Day Prayer  

 

Lord, we stand today as our forefathers have stood 
before You in times gone by, Celebrating our history and 
reveling in all the great tings that our country has 
achieved. On this day we rejoice in the favor You have 
graciously given us. 

 

We thank You for the blessings of liberty, for this 
generation and for the generations to come. We thank 
You for our independence, peace and for all those who 
have bravely given their lives in the defense of freedom 
and justice. We thank You that Your gracious and 
provident hand has given us so much. 

 

Yet as a nation and people we have not always 
chosen the right way. We ask You to forgive us for these 
times. On this day we commit ourselves to wholeheartedly 
honoring and serving You. 

 

With everything that we are, we lay our lives before You. 
Make us a generous people, A holy nation, A people set 
aside to love You forever, For the sake of the land of the 
brave and free, And the peoples and nations of this world. 
 

Today, we do not presume Your grace for our country. 
Our land is in need of You, Our people are in need of You, 
Our governmental leaders are in need of You 
May we look only to You this Independence Day, 
dependent on You. 
 

Please come now by Your glorious Holy Spirit, 
Breathe new life into the sinews of this nation. 
May justice flow like rivers, And righteousness like a 
never failing stream, Until the whole of our country is 
covered with Your glory, As the waters cover the sea. 
 

We ask all this in the wonderful name of Jesus, 
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit. 
One God, now and for all eternity, Amen. 



 

 

PARISH CENTER  

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048 

Hours: Mon-Thur: 8:30am-7:30pm; Fri: 

8:30am-12pm through August 25; Sat & Sun: 

No receptionist on duty, but the parish center is 

accessible during mass times.  

Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817 
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We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes 
all to: 
 

Accompany one another in Christ 
Celebrate God's love 
Transform lives 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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PARISH DEPARTMENTS 

to make waves and say, “I have the same rights you do.” When a 
friend’s dad would ask me, “Don’t you find it unfair that your 
family worked hard to come here the right way while others are 
getting to stay here who haven’t earned it?” I had to play it off 
like it was nothing because I was taught to be polite to adults. 
But now I can respond: I don’t know their circumstances, and 
neither do you. They are coming the only right way for them 
because they are out of options. 
 

Language can harm, but it can also enlighten. A friend who is an 
immigration lawyer working with asylum cases has referred to 
family detention centers as “baby jail” for years. She was not 
being flippant—she was pointing out with intentionality the 
absurdity of keeping children in a prison. What if we had 
referred to family detention centers as she did years ago? Would 
we have been sufficiently outraged then to never have let the 
current crisis and family separation happen in the first place? 
This affects all of us because this is not a partisan issue—this is 
an ongoing human rights issue, and as Catholics we commit to 
respect the dignity of the human person and help and advocate 
for the poor and vulnerable. 
 

In elementary school, barely speaking English, I remember 
reciting “with liberty and justice for all” during the Pledge of 
Allegiance every morning and singing, “this land was made for 
you and me” in music class. Since they were new to me (and not 
rote repetitions), I thought about these phrases often. But I never 
thought they applied to me because I wasn’t an American. Over 
the past year, however, I’ve had the opportunity to speak with 
migrants both at the border and in detention centers and they 
have impressed me with their determination and sense of justice. 
They have taught me a valuable lesson: yes, these phrases apply 
to me, and to them. They taught me that they want not only 
safety from—safety from violence, safety from poverty, safety 
from fear—but also freedom to—freedom to live, freedom to love, 
freedom to thrive. 
 

These dual quintessentially American ideals—safety from and 
freedom to—are the reason people seek haven here. The country 
was built on beautiful words like life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. But freedom is not a perpetual state. It can be 
transitive; fleeting. It is active, not passive—you have to keep 
working on it continually. We’ve taken it for granted because it 
did not directly affect us, but we must remember that the 
language of freedom is not exclusive. 
 

Let’s not take it for granted again. I may have higher standards 
for my adopted country than my native country, precisely 
because the hopes and lives of so many people hang in the 
balance. Precisely because I am choosing this country to make 
my life. I will receive my citizenship soon, and when I do, I want 
be excited to finally become an American. If not, I will continue 
to learn, advocate, rally, volunteer—and yes, even make waves—

until I am proud to call this country mine. 

The Language of Freedom, cont. from page 1 



 

 

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our pastor. As 

advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the pastor in discerning, 

articulating and communicating to other parishioners the identity 

and mission of the parish, and they assist the pastor in assuring 

fidelity to that identity and mission.  

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact 

Lisa Dittmeier at ldittmeier@trinity.org. You 

must be an immediate relative of the one to be 

remembered, or have express permission in 

order to add a name to these lists. The names 

on this prayer list will be mentioned aloud at 

Sunday Mass during the General Intercessions 

and will be published in the parish eLetter and 

bulletin.  
 

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION 

Mass Schedule (Check bulletin or website for Holy Days)  

 Weekdays: 7am (Monday & Tuesday), 8am (Wednesday, 

 Thursday, Friday) & 5:30pm (in the Chapel on N St.)  

 Note: Please see schedule for daily Mass times. 

 Chapel is open on weekdays between Masses. 

 Saturday: 8am — Chapel; 5:30pm Vigil — Church 

 Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am, 1:15pm & 5:30pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday from 4:30pm—5:15pm or by appointment 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Communal anointing is celebrated seasonally in the St. Ignatius Chapel. 

Call the parish to request the sacrament at home or in the hospital. 

Baptisms and Weddings: 

 To schedule a Baptism or Wedding, contact Helene Flanagan at 

(202) 903-2806 or hflanagan@trinity.org. 

Sacramental Preparation: 

Persons desiring to receive certain sacraments at Holy Trinity need 

to be registered parishioners and are expected to participate in a 

preparation program. For more information or to register, contact 

the appropriate staff person: 

 Infant Baptism: readmin@trinity.org, (202) 903-2808 

 First Reconciliation: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 

 First Eucharist: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 

 Marriage Preparation: readmin@trinity.org, (202) 903-2808 

 Adult Initiation (RCIA): Anne Koester, (202) 337-2840 x128 

 Children’s Initiation (RCIA): Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 

 Adult Confirmation: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 

 Youth Confirmation: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

Daily Mass Intentions  SACRAMENTS 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC) 

Pray for those who are sick: Caryle Howe; Lane 

Rosen 

 
 

Pray for those who are dead: For those we hold 

in our hearts 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process of 
conversion and faith formation for individuals who are interested 
in living the Christian life in the Catholic tradition. Those who 
want to learn more about the possibility of becoming Catholic are 
welcome to come to the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday 
evening at 7pm in the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. 
Please contact Anne Koester akoester@trinity.org for more 
information or visit our website.   

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to join our parish. You 
may register at www.trinity.org/register. Questions about 
registering can be directed to registration@trinity.org. 

 

New parishioner orientations are held several times throughout 
the year. See the bulletin, eLetter and website for announcement 
of dates and times.  
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Week of July 9, 2018 

President Cecilia Boudreau ppcpresident@trinity.org 

Vice President  Ellen Toups parishcouncil@trinity.org 

Monday 7:00am Gregory Reaves+ 

 5:30pm Charlotte Sugrue+ 

Tuesday 7:00am Inez Skinner 

 5:30pm Siobhan Sharkey+ 

Wednesday 8:00am Remedios Pedrajas+ 

 5:30pm Priscilla & Pat Granfield+ 

Thursday 8:00am James A. Lindell+ 

 5:30pm Matthew J. Distasio+ 

Friday 8:00am Susana B. Rueda+ 

 5:30pm Evelyn R. Perodeau+ 

Saturday 8:00am Nora Patricia Dorrian+ 

Week of July 2, 2018 

Monday 7:00am Morgan O’Brien+ 

 5:30pm Greg Bellis+ 

Tuesday 7:00am Maria Metolor 

 5:30pm Nassif Cannon+ 

Wednesday 8:00am James Sharer+ 

 5:30pm Christopher P. Dowd Family 

Thursday 8:00am Eileen Watts+ 

 5:30pm Jose F. Garcia, Jr.+ 

Friday 8:00am Michelle Hill 

 5:30pm Jean Guss+ 

Saturday 8:00am Nick Damigo+ 

mailto:weddinginfo@holytrinitydc.org
http://trinity.org/
http://trinity.org/become-catholic/
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/

FAITH FORMATION 

Registration Continues for RE 

Registration continues for Sunday Morning Religious 
Education. Register at www.trinity.org/re-registration-
k12. Please note that registrations will not be processed 
until tuition has been paid. Returning families are asked 
to register by August 1, new families are welcome to 
register at any time. 

First Reconciliation & First Eucharist 

Registration is open for First  Reconciliation/ First 
Eucharist Preparation 2018-2019 can be found online. 
Visit our website to register now! 

 

Confirmation 

Registration for Confirmation Preparation is open. 
Registration forms will be online. The deadline is 
August 1. 

 

Youth Ministry 

Visit www.trinity.org/youth to learn more about our 
High School RE program, volunteer as a peer minister, 
and explore service opportunities. 

Join the Social Justice Committee 
The Social Justice Committee is seeking new members to 
help guide the parish in accomplishing its mission for a 
two to three year term. Interested parishioners should be 
passionate about social justice, willing to raise social 
justice visibility, ready to provide regular hands-on 
support to parish ministries, and interested in helping 
lead the work of the parish in this area. This is a 
“working board” that meets at least monthly with 
additional responsibilities outside of monthly meetings. 
Interested parishioners should contact Kate Tromble, 
ktromble@trinity.org. 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

PARISH LIFE 

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY 

Young Adult Faith Sharing 

Young adults are invited to join this regular meeting 
every Thursday from 7-8pm. We use the Gospel for the 
upcoming Sunday as a starting point for a discussion of 
faith in our own lives. Dinner and fellowship in the 
Georgetown area to follow. No preparation is required. 
For the summer, we will be meeting in the Parish enter, 
in the Upper Room (2nd Floor). Contact: Mary and 
Alvin at yacs+faithsharing@trinity.org. 

Interested in Organizing the Thanksgiving 
Meals Drive? 
We are in need of volunteers to organize our annual 
Thanksgiving meal drive. The commitment would 
involve organizing the distribution of bags and the 
collection of the meals as well as contacting the 
recipients of our donations. If interested, contact Kate 
Tromble, ktromble@trinity.org. 

St. Jean Baptiste Blesses New Altar 

 

Last month, Bishop Joseph Gontrand Décoste, S.J. and 

Pere Medard blessed the new altar installed at our sister 

parish St. Jean Baptiste in Haiti. The altar was donated 

by Holy Trinity to replace the one damaged during  

Hurricane Matthew in 2016. 

 

For more information about the St. Jean Baptiste Haiti 

committee or to learn more about how you can support 

our sister parish, contact Kittie Fitzgerald 

at stjeanbaptistehaiti@gmail.com.   

 

Maria Madre Book Drive 
We are collecting Spanish children’s book for our sister 

parish Maria Madre de los Pobres in El Salvador. Please 

bring your donations to the reception desk in the Parish 

Center by July 15.  

50+Group Sock Hop Potluck 

Dance to the sounds of your youth—the hits of the 50s to 
the 80s. Bring a potluck dish and your favorite libation 
and join us in McKenna Hall and Courtyard and 
(weather-permitting) dance under the stars like you 
were 18 again. Feel free to dress from your high school 
decade. July 14, 7-10pm. For more information, email 
cpatrickmccourt@netscape.net. 

Potluck Bingo for All Ages 

July 28 in McKenna Hall following Vigil Mass  

Hosted by the Camp Trinity Planning Committee. 

Ready for some old-fashioned fun, fantastic prizes and 
fabulous food? Curious about Camp Trinity? Want to 
meet fellow parishioners and connect with old and new 
friends? For more information, email  Marylou Sheils 
mlousheils@gmail.com 

https://trinity.org/re-registration-k12All
https://trinity.org/re-registration-k12All
mailto:ktromble@trinity.org
mailto:ktromble@trinity.org
mailto:stjeanbaptistehaiti@gmail.com
http://netscape.net/
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225th ANNIVERSARY  

Save the Dates! 

 

HTS Street Fair & Reunion — October 20, 2018 

200th/225th Anniversary Benefit —March 2, 2019 

Founder’s Day Celebration —October 5, 2019 

 

Memories Wanted! 
You are invited to share stories and memories of how 

your experiences at Holy Trinity have shaped your life, 

your faith and your family. Stories will be selected for 

use on our website and in the bulletin. All stories will be 

added to the parish archives. Please submit stories of 

250 words or less to HT225@trinity.org. Please include 

the words “Anniversary Story” in the email heading. 

Photos also welcome!  

 

Join a Committee 
We are actively inviting parishioners to be part of the 

planning.  Are you interested in historic projects? Do 

you like event planning? Are you an expert at hosting a 

street fair?  This is your invitation to join a committee 

and help shape our 225th anniversary year. Email 

Ashley Klick at communications@trinity.org to learn 

more. 

 

Sponsor Our Anniversary Events 
Support two historic milestones and enjoy a year of 

celebrations. In addition to showing your support of 

Holy Trinity and our work in Jesuit education, social 

justice and Ignatian spirituality, as a sponsor you will 

receive a  full year (October 2018-October 2019) of 

unique opportunities to connect and engage with our 

community.  For more information on sponsorship 

packages, please contact Listi Sobba at  

lsobba@htsdc.org or visit our website at 

www.trinity.org/225. 

Summer Reading Suggestions 

 

We asked our Jesuit staff and ministry leaders for 
summer reading suggestions and will share them 
throughout the summer.  Here are a few picks to add 
to your list: 
Exit West by Mohsin Hamid and Little Bee by 
Chris Cleave. Both books challenge the reader to 
understand the reality of a refugee’s life. Exit West 
employs almost magical realism to explore the sense 
of displacement that must come with being a refugee. 
Little Bee is a starkly realistic portrayal of an asylum 
seeker’s flight from danger and reception in their new 
country. Despite their different approaches, both 
books provide the reader an opportunity to view 
migration through a refugee’s eyes.– Kate Tromble, 
Pastoral Associate for Social Justice 

 
 
 
 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. This is a Young 
Adult novel that my daughter and I read over the 
winter. It is a powerful novel about a girl's struggle 
for justice against the backdrop of Black Lives Matter 
movement. While the book is definitely for the more 
mature reader, The Hate You Give offers a launching 
point for discussions on racism, police brutality, 
justice and activism with your teenager. We are still 
talking about some of the book's themes three 
months later! - Ashley Klick, Communications 
Coordinator & Anniversary Manager 

Parish Pastoral Council Update 

Congratulations to Tania Chomiak-Salvi, Sara 
DeCarlo, John Dolan, and Jim Thessin (second term) 
on their election to the PPC. They will serve three 
year terms, starting September 1. The council will 
also welcome Kevin Barquinero, Richard Coll, and 
Jimmy Ervin to serve one-year appointments on the 
council next year. Many thanks to all of the 
candidates, to Kevin Coogan and Chris Hannigan for 
organizing the election on behalf of the Council, and 
to all parishioners who participated in the election. 

Holy Trinity wishes to express its sincere gratitude to 
those members who will be departing from the 
Council: Linda Arnold, Cecilia Boudreau, and 
Christopher Hale. 

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL 

HTS Once Again Named Top Workplace 

Congratulations HTS! The school was named a Top 

Workplace by The Washington Post for the second year 

in a row, listed as #21 in the small workplaces category. 

They write: This Catholic elementary school based in 

Georgetown is one of the oldest organizations to have 

ever made The Washington Post's Top Workplaces List. 

Holy Trinity was founded in 1818, and by some 

estimates is the oldest elementary school still operating 

in the nation's capital. Following the school's Jesuit 

tradition, Holy Trinity coalesces around the idea of 

"creating a community of people for others." To that 

end, the school's 65 staff members have collectively 

donated more than 6,000 hours of social justice work in 

the past year. 

mailto:ht225@trinity.org
https://www.amazon.com/Hate-U-Give-Angie-Thomas/dp/0062498533/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1529349353&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Hate+U+Give

