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Lay Leadership, Catholic Social Teaching and 
the Clerical Sexual Abuse Crisis 

September 25, 6:30pm, Gaston Hall at Georgetown 
 

Crisis of Faith? Scandal, Pope Francis,  
the Synod, and Young People 

September 17, 6:30pm, Georgetown School of 
Continuing Studies Auditorium  

 

Social Justice: A Call for Our Teens 
By Tom Banchoff 

 

Busy school and activity schedules and the continual 
distractions of our digital age make it hard to keep our 
teens connected with the Church. The devastating and 
ongoing sexual abuse scandal poses an additional difficult 
challenge. 
 

From my experience as a catechist and a parent, the best 
antidote to teen disengagement is the vibrant Catholic 
and Jesuit social justice tradition. 
 

Our oldest daughter Emma was born in 1993, the same 
year my wife Anja and I moved to Arlington and joined 
the Holy Trinity community. She and her two younger 
sisters, Luisa and Sophie, attended Religious Education 
classes and made their way from First Reconciliation/
First Eucharist through Confirmation. Then, a crossroads: 
how keep our girls connected with our faith? 
 

As an RE catechist over many years, I know of the sharp 
dropoff in participation after Confirmation. Students at 
Catholic high schools have a continued framework for 
faith formation. But most Holy Trinity teens attend public 
and other private schools. During their critical high 
school years, they have fewer structured opportunities to 
build a mature, adult understanding of our tradition. In 
some parishes, a youth group culture helps to fill the gap. 
But the distribution of Holy Trinity families over a wide 
geographic area makes that difficult. 
 

In response to this situation, Anja and I worked with our 
daughters, other families and parish staff to create a small 
social justice youth group. From 2009-2016, the group 
met twice a month—first to learn about a social justice 
issue through a conversation with a representative of a 
social action organization and then to volunteer with that 
organization. We had great experiences working with the 

Father McKenna Center, L’Arche and other parish 
partners. 
 

Over the past two years, inspired by Pope Francis, we 
have renamed the group “Service for Justice” (S4J) and 
focused our efforts on face-to-face interaction with the 
poor and vulnerbale. Once a month, we prepare and serve 
a meal at Sacred Heart Parish in Mt. Pleasant as part of 
their very successful dinner program for the local 
community. A highlight for the teens is the small talk on 
the serving line and the conversations with the guests 
while they enjoy hot dogs, salad, and lemonade. We 
encounter the poor not as charity recipients, but as fellow 
children of God. 
 

Pope Francis likes to quote Saint Francis: “Preach the 
Gospel and, if necessary, use words.” Loving and serving 
the poor is call for all followers of Jesus. Our teens are 
open to it. It is one way to keep their faith, and ours, fully 
alive at this very difficult time in the life of our Church.▪ 
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Living Our Mission:  

Accompany One Another in Christ 
This week’s column is written by  

Paul Campbell, S.J., associate pastor 

I have told this story to our Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
group, and thought I might share it with you as well. 
 

In my 30s, if you asked me if I was homophobic, I would have 
hastily denied it. I believe that every human is created in God’s 
image and likeness and we all have innate dignity as God’s 
children. True…as far as I then knew. 
 

Arriving at grad school in the U.S., I had a professor that I liked 
not only because he was a brilliant, engaging teacher, but also 
because he was fun and approachable. We started meeting for 
coffee and, over a couple of years, we developed a close 
friendship. 
 

The first time I became aware that I might have homophobic 
tendencies was when I made fun of a mutual friend for having 
bought a “hairdresser’s car.” Peter looked at me and said, “I don’t 
understand.” I replied, “You know, it’s the sort of car that 
someone ‘light in his loafers’ might buy.” Peter shrugged and 
casually said, “I still don’t get it.” The conversation moved on, 
but I was left feeling a little uneasy. 
 

I think I knew Peter for about three or four years before I 
understood he was gay. He didn’t “look” or “sound” gay—how 
ridiculous that sounds now—and, since I wasn’t a prude, I didn’t 
think much about it. 
 

I’ve known him for nearly 30 years and he’s one of my closest 
friends. I’ve met and stayed with his family and friends and he 
with mine. Gently and gradually, I’ve come to realize that I had 
all sorts of unconscious biases against homosexuals...and Peter 
challenged all of them without ever preaching or making the 
slightest fuss. 
 

Peter is not at all religious, but he fully accepts me for who I am 
and is incredibly supportive in all that I do. How could I not 
accept him completely as he is? I now regard his homosexuality 
the way I think of him as a Montanan or a computer geek or a 
baseball fan. The only area where I still struggle to accept him is 
in his fondness for Country and Western music, which strains my 
tolerance to the limit. We argue about it all the time… and I 
doubt if he’ll ever change my opinion about that awful twangy 
caterwauling! 
 

Peter’s goodness, integrity and wry humor did more to change 
me than any diversity training could hope to achieve. I now view 
someone’s sexuality in the same way as I might notice that 
someone is left-handed or has eyes of a slightly different color. 
Interesting to note, but nothing more than that. 
 

A couple of years ago, I finally told Peter how much he’d done for 
me and how grateful I was for his having changed me so 
profoundly. As ever, he smiled and made no great fuss about it. 
 

We should all be blessed with friends like Peter. 

Pastor Kevin Gillespie, S.J. 

(202) 903-2800 

kgillespie@ 

trinity.org 

Associate Pastor Paul Campbell, S.J. 

(202) 903-2832 

pcampbell@ 

trinity.org 

Associate Pastor Ben Hawley, S.J. 

(202) 903-2814 

bhawley@ 

trinity.org 

Associate Pastor William Kelley, S.J. 

(202) 903-2833 

wkelley@ 

trinity.org 

 

 

Communications Karelia Pallan 

(202) 903-2837  

kpallan@ 

trinity.org 

Facilities Dino Campagnari 

(202) 903-2813 

dcampagnari@ 

trinity.org 

Faith Formation/ 

Religious Ed. 

Judith Brusseau  

(202) 903-2807 

jbrusseau@ 

trinity.org 

Finance Chris Kehoe  

(202) 903-2811 

ckehoe@ 

trinity.org 

Holy Trinity 

School  

Kevin McShane 

(202) 337-2339 

principal@ 

htsdc.org 

Human  

Resources 

Angela Grady 

(202) 903-2803 

agrady@ 

trinity.org 

Ignatian  

Spirituality 

Martina O’Shea 

(202) 903-2810 

moshea@ 

trinity.org 

Parish Life/ 

Pastor’s Office 

Lisa Dittmeier 

(202) 903-2801 

ldittmeier@ 

trinity.org 

Music Ministry Kathleen DeJardin 

(202) 903-2805 

kdejardin@  

trinity.org 

Social Justice  Kate Tromble 

(202) 903-2809 

ktromble@ 

trinity.org 

Stewardship Rock Schuler 

(202) 903-2843 

rschuler@ 

trinity.org 

Worship &  

Liturgy 

David Pennington 

(202) 903-2804 

dpennington@ 

trinity.org 

Young Adult 

Community 

Catherine Heinhold 

(202) 903-2819 

cheinhold@ 

trinity.org 

Youth  

Ministry 

Judith Brusseau 

(202) 903-2807 

confirmation@ 

trinity.org 

PARISH CENTER  
Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048 

Hours: Mon-Thur: 8:30am-7:30pm; Fri: 

8:30am-12pm through August 25; Sat & Sun: 

No receptionist on duty, but the parish center is 

accessible during mass times.  

Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817 

JESUIT STAFF 

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all 
to: 
 

Accompany one another in Christ 
Celebrate God's love 
Transform lives 

MISSION STATEMENT 

PARISH DEPARTMENTS 



 

 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact 

Lisa Dittmeier at ldittmeier@trinity.org. You 

must be an immediate relative of the one to be 

remembered, or have express permission in 

order to add a name to these lists. The names 

on this prayer list will be mentioned aloud at 

Sunday Mass during the General Intercessions 

and will be published in the parish eLetter and 

bulletin.  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

Daily Mass Intentions  

Pray for those who are sick: For those we hold 

in our hearts 

 
 

Pray for those who are dead: For those we hold 

in our hearts 
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The parish community prays for all of the dead 

every day at Mass. However, we encourage 

parishioners to mention specific persons by 

name during the General Intercessions when 

invited to do so by the presider.  

 

Parishioners may also request that a specific 

person be remembered by name at a particular 

weekday Mass by calling or visiting the 

receptionist’s desk in the Parish Center during 

normal office hours. 

 

Names must be submitted one week in advance. 

Persons to be so remembered at weekday 

Masses this week are: 

Monday 7:00am Michael Sheehan+ 

 5:30pm J. William Noonan+ 

Tuesday 7:00am  

 5:30pm William Hughes+ 

Wednesday 8:00am Zeni Campbell 

 5:30pm Paul & Peg Erickson 

Thursday 8:00am Gregory L. Reaves+ 

 5:30pm Leonor Bohorquev+ 

Friday 8:00am  

 5:30pm Yu Ming Pien+ 

Saturday 8:00am Robert Hlad+ 

Week of September 24, 2018 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC) 

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION 

SACRAMENTS 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process of 

conversion and faith formation for individuals who are interested 

in living the Christian life in the Catholic tradition. Those who want 

to learn more about the possibility of becoming Catholic are 

welcome to come to the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday 

evening at 7pm in the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. 

Please contact Anne Koester akoester@trinity.org for more 

information or visit our website.   

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to join our parish. You may 
register at www.trinity.org/register. Questions about registering 
can be directed to registration@trinity.org. 
 

New parishioner orientations are held several times throughout the 
year. See the bulletin, eLetter and website for announcement of dates 
and times.  

President Ellen Toups ppcpresident@trinity.org 

Vice President Chris Hannigan  parishcouncil@trinity.org 

Mass Schedule (Check bulletin or website for Holy Days)  
 Weekdays: 7am (Monday & Tuesday), 8am (Wednesday, 
 Thursday, Friday) & 5:30pm (in the Chapel on N St.)  
 Note: Please see schedule for daily Mass times. 
 Chapel is open on weekdays between Masses. 
 Saturday: 8am — Chapel; 5:30pm Vigil — Church 
 Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am, 1:15pm & 5:30pm 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Every Saturday from 4:30pm—5:15pm or by appointment 

Sacrament of the Sick 
Communal anointing is celebrated seasonally in the St. Ignatius Chapel. 
Call the parish to request the sacrament at home or in the hospital. 

Baptisms and Weddings: 
 To schedule a Baptism or Wedding, contact Beth Gray at (202) 

903-2806 or bgray@trinity.org. 
Sacramental Preparation: 
Persons desiring to receive certain sacraments at Holy Trinity need to 
be registered parishioners and are expected to participate in a 
preparation program. For more information or to register, contact the 
appropriate staff person: 

 Infant Baptism: readmin@trinity.org, (202) 903-2808 
 First Reconciliation: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 
 First Eucharist: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 
 Marriage Prep: readmin@trinity.org, (202) 903-2808 
 Adult Initiation (RCIA): Anne Koester, (202) 337-2840 x128 
 Children’s Initiation (RCIA): Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 
 Adult Confirmation: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 
 Youth Confirmation: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our pastor. As 
advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the pastor in discerning, 
articulating and communicating to other parishioners the identity 
and mission of the parish, and they assist the pastor in assuring 
fidelity to that identity and mission.  

http://trinity.org/
http://trinity.org/become-catholic/
mailto:weddinginfo@holytrinitydc.org
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY 

Stay in the Know! 

 

Sign up at www.trinity.org/eLetter 

WORSHIP 

Sacrament of the Sick 

The parish will celebrate the Sacrament of the Sick on 
October 3 at 7pm in the Chapel of Saint Ignaitus. The 
Sacrament of the Sick is offered for those facing serious 
illness, surgery, chronic or worsening disease, or 
experiencing the effects of advanced age. The Anointing 
will take place during contemplative Taize Prayer, and all 
are welcome, even if one does not wish to be anointed. 

Young Married Couples 
Young married couples (married fewer than 10 years) 
gather to pray and reflect on their faith life as a married 
couple this Saturday, September 29 in McKenna Hall 
from 4-5pm. RSVP required by Wednesday, September 
26 to Catherine Heinhold at isadmin@trinity.org. Please 
include the names and ages of any children who will join 
the program for children.  

Movie Moments of Grace: “Coming Home” 
Saturday, October 13, 6:30pm in Trinity Hall 
Coming Home (2014, 111 min) is a Chinese movie about 
a man who is sent to labor camp during the Cultural 
Revolution, how this affects his wife and daughter and 
what happens when he is finally released. His daughter, 
who was forced from a dancing career to work in a 
textile factory, rejects him. His wife, now suffering from 
Alzheimer’s, does not recognize him. He nevertheless 
finds a way to be by his wife’s side and win the respect of 
his daughter. RSVP to htmmog@gmail.com. Trailer: 
www.trinity.org/cominghome. 

Inner Peace in Divine Love Retreat 
October 21-November 18 (Register by: October 7) 
 

“The retreat made me connect to God, to talk to him one 
to one, on a personal level, to feel his grace and love.”   
—2017 Retreat Participant.  
 

Inner Peace in Divine Love is made in a group which 
meets weekly for five weeks. This retreat focuses on the 
loving relationship each of us has with God. Space is 
limited, so please fill out a registration form that can be 
found at the entrances to the church and chapel or at 
www.trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/retreats and 
return it early. For more information, contact Martina 
O’Shea, moshea@trinity.org or (202) 903-2810. 

Young Adult Community Fall Retreat: What 
is Your Life For? 
November 2-4 (Register by: October 14) 
Do you wonder about the purpose of your life? Come and 
explore God's invitations to you on the YAC Retreat, an 
Ignatian weekend for adults in their 20s and 30s. Reflect 
individually and in small groups, listen to the experiences 
of a team of young adults, meet new friends, and 
celebrate the Sacraments, including Sunday Mass. Learn 
more and register: www.trinity.org/yac-retreat. 

Columbus Day Service 
Our first service opportunity for this year will be Monday 
October 8. Parishioners are invited to serve at the Fr. 
McKenna Center or to make sandwiches and trail mix for 
Martha’s Table here at Holy Trinity. Details and sign up 
at www.trinity.org/monthlyservice. 
 
 

Small Toy Drive for Haiti  
On October 13 & 14, we will collect small toys for the 
children of St. Jean Baptiste parish in Haiti. The toys will 
be distributed at St. Jean’s annual children’s Christmas 
party. We are asking for small toys only so that we can 
ship as many as possible to Haiti. Used or new toys are 
fine. Examples of “small” toys: matchbox cars, action 
figures, dolls (6” or less), Beanie Babies, jacks, jump 
ropes. Please no stuffed animals. Mesi anpil! (Thank 
you very much!) 
 
 

Women Who Gave Life 
This summer, Holy Trinity began an exploration of 
women in the Bible. We looked at their stories, their 
perspectives, and their treatment by history. We also used 
them and their insights as a basis for reflecting on our 
own relationship with Christ.  

 

In November, we will continue this series, this time 
looking at Women Who Gave Life. We will use the same 
tools–scripture, art and imagination–to look in detail at 
the lives of Elizabeth. Sarai/Sarah, Shiphrah, Puah, 
Hagar, the mother of Aaron, Jochebed, and Mary of 
Nazareth. 

 

Led by parishioners Anne Koester and Liz McCloskey, our 
first series will begin November 5 and meet as well 
November 19, 26 and December 3 (Note: no session on 
November 12). Each session will run from 7pm-8:30pm 
in McKenna Hall. If interested, please RSVP to Kate 
Tromble at ktromble@trinity.org or (202) 903- 2809 by 
October 31. 
 
 

Support Area Refugees and Immigrants   
Join the Peace Corps Community for Refugees on 
Tuesday October 9 at 6:30 pm to show your support for 
refugees and immigrants in the Washington, DC area. 
The keynote speaker will be Mandy Manning, 2018 
National Teacher of the Year and a leading advocate for 
immigrant and refugee students in our public schools. 
Local refugee and immigrant residents as well as faith 
leaders will be in attendance, and there will be an 
informal reception. New York University DC Building, 
1307 L St, NW. RSVP: 33conroy@comcast.net. 
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200TH/225TH ANNIVERSARY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & 

FAITH FORMATION 

 

Save the Dates! 

 

200th Anniversary Street Fair & Reunion  

October 20, 2018. 10am-2pm 

RSVP: www.trinity.org/HTS200  

 

 

200th Anniversary Mass & Reception 

October 21, 2018, 2:30pm 

RSVP: www.trinity.org/HTS200  

 

 

27th Annual Golf & Tennis Classic 

October 22, 2018, Army Navy Country Club 

Register: www.trinity.org/HTSclassic 

 

 

200th/225th Anniversary Benefit  

March 2, 2019, Sequoia  

 

 

Founder’s Day Celebration  

October 5, 2019 

A Moment in Parish History 

Raising Faith-Filled Kids 
September 30, 10:10 am in Trinity Hall  
Presentation on Internet Safety: Tools to keep your 
children safe on the Internet. Haley Halverson of the 
National Center on Sexual Exploitation will offer 
strategies to help our children be safe as they navigate the 
web. All are welcome- grandparents, caregivers, parents.  
 

Do You Know Someone Who Is Interested in 
Reconnecting with their Catholic Faith? 
Landings is a new minisstry for adult Catholics who are 
not actively practicing their faith but who are considering 
returning to the Church. Participants meet in small 
groups, led by considerate, non-judgmental parishioners, 
who will help them reconnect with Christ. 
 

We welcome everyone who is considering taking another 
step in his/her spiritual journey to join us. This eight-
week program meets participants wherever they are on 
your faith journey and provides compassionate way to 
help participants discern if they are ready to return, and if 
so, to help them a way back. 
 

Landings will meet on Saturday afternoons beginning on 
October 13. Pick up a flyer in the back of church or visit 
the adult faith formation area of the parish website for 
more information and a schedule of sessions. 
 
 

RCIA Adapted for Children 
RCIA adapted for Children offers a path to Baptism for 
children who have not yet been initiated into the Church. 
If you would like to explore having your child baptized, 
please contact Judith Brusseau at jbrusseau@trinity.org. 
 
 

Save the Date!  
Stumbling in Holiness, October 14, 4:15 pm, Chapel 

Comedy & Cocktails Benefiting HTS 
Join us October 5 from 7-8:30 pm in Trinity Hall for a 
delicious cocktail tour of the 1920s with author Phil 
Greene, followed by stand-up comedy with George 
Peacock. $40/person. To learn more and register, visit: 
www.trinity.org/comedy. 

Confirmation Calendar  
Visit www.trinity.org/confirmation for updates  

 
 

Seeking Adult Ministers and Peer Ministers 
Adult ministers are needed to assist with the Youth 
Confirmation  Program. Sessions are held on Wednesday 
nights in December, January, February and March. If you 
might be interested and desire more details, please 
contact Judith Brusseau, confirmation@trinity.org. 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL 

Holy Trinity Time Capsule 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Parish Board of Trustees 
  

Trinity’s first board of trustees in the 1790s consisted 

of three men who were leaders in the community, 

along with Pastor Francis Neale, S.J.: Alexander 

Doyle, publisher of the “George-Town Weekly 

Ledger”; George Fenwick, Georgetown’s first official 

surveyor; and James Simpson, an extensive property 

owner.  

 

In the United States, lay trustees are found at the very 

beginning of the early Catholic Church, and the 

system of lay advice has prevailed down to the present 

with varying formats. Trusteeship had been 

recognized by the Plenary Councils, particularly by the 

1884 Third Plenary Council of Baltimore.  

 

Today, this tradition of lay input carries on with a 

Parish Pastoral Council, consisting of 12 elected 

parishioners and a finance council of 12 appointed 

parishioners with the pastor serving as chair. These 

councils are open to both men and women and reflect 

the broad diversity of the parish. At Holy Trinity, 

Ignatian spirituality guides the parish mission and the 

role of those who are involved in parish governance.  


