
 

 

 
 

Washington, DC     July 14 & 21, 2019 

Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church 

Main Church 
36th Street, between  
N and O Streets, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 
 
 

Parish Center 
3513 N Street, NW  
Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 337-2840 

www.trinity.org 

/HolyTrinity 
CatholicChurch 

@HolyTrinityDC 

 

Continued on page 4 

Seeking Catechists for the 2019-20 Year 
 

Are you hearing the call to serve as a catechist? We 
need those willing to share their faith with our 
youth. Visit www.trinity.org/volunteer for more 
information. We will support you throughout the 
year with lesson plans and materials! Contact 
Sandy Nguyen at REK6@trinity.org to learn more. 

Holy Trinity Time Capsule 
 

Candles that Burn 

 

Before the first white beams of morning light 

Are stained to blue and amber by the glass 

Of Gothic windows; and the acolyte 

Comes, sleepy eyed, to serve the early Mass, 

A worshipper at Lady Mary’s shrine 

Has lighted in the shadows clinging there 

A morning star, — a candle that will shine 

In symbol of her flame of vital prayer. 

 

This woman kneeling in the candle light 

Knows well the secret of a nation’s power; 

More potent that the atom’s pent up might, 

Her weapon forged in quiet Holy Hour. 

So light your candles now, and let them burn, 

Be living flames of prayer in every place, 

For He to whom our troubled spirits turn 

Once poised the atom in created space. 

-Sister Mary Eveylyn, R.S.M. 
1947 Holy Trinity High School Yearbook 

Communications Survey Results 
By Karelia Pallan 

 

One question we received a few times while conducting 
our End of Year Communications survey was, “Why 
aren’t there any questions about the quality of X?” (X 
being a ministry or program of the parish). This survey 
was conducted by the communications department in 
consultation with its committee, and was always 
envisioned to help us focus our communications efforts 
as we discuss strategic planning for this upcoming year. 
We asked a few (though not exhaustive!) questions about 
the community and activities in the survey to gauge if 
our communications efforts align with the interests and 
needs of parishioners.  
 

The complete results of the survey can be found at 
www.trinity.org/survey. We received 216 completed 
surveys from parishioners. Most respondents live in 
northwest DC and Arlington. Two-thirds of respondents 
are 50 years or older, and two-thirds are female. While 
most have been at Holy Trinity for more than 20 years 
(42%), we had a surprising percentage of respondents 
(26%) who are relatively new to the parish and have been 
here five years or fewer. 
 

https://trinity.org/1703-2/youre-invited-to-be-a-catechist


 

 

The recent End of Year Communications Survey* revealed some 
intriguing perceptions held by Holy Trinity parishioners. The 
survey’s summary conveyed on this Bulletin’s front page by our 
Director of Communications, Karelia Pallan, suggests that 
parishioners who responded are quite engaged in a variety of 
parish activities and events. Interestingly enough, I found it both 
amusing and informative that donuts and coffee after Mass is the 
activity most enjoyed, followed closely adult faith formation 
lectures. Perhaps a reason one would surmise, is that the largest 
number of parishioners who responded did so as they were 
enjoying a faith formation lecture after Mass while munching on 
a donut and drinking a cup of coffee. 
 

Among the other survey findings one particular series of 
responses stand out. They are the responses to the question, 
“What is your impression of Holy Trinity’s current financial 
status?” There were 149 responses. Surprisingly, less than 20% of 
respondents are aware that we are being financially challenged—
allow me to emphasize that we are! 
 

As members of our Finance Committee and Development 
Committee well know, in the past few years our income has been 
flat while our expenses have risen. Moreover, from 2018 to 2019 
there has been a 23% decline in the number of parish households 
making a formal pledge commitment. While some of these 
households have continued to give without making a pledge, 
nevertheless this drop-off will result in as much as a 10% budget 
deficit for FY2019. By means of our financial reserves, we will be 
able to meet our costs for the present fiscal year. If recent trends 
continue, however, the present urgent situation brought about by 
this decline in pledge revenue will become a crisis. As this 
current Fiscal Year (which began July 1) continues, we face 
potentially significant cuts to our ministries and programming. 
 

At the same time, even as the number of households pledging has 
decreased, the amount of money pledged per household by those 
who did pledge has increased–up 22% over 2018 (for an annual 
average of $2,383 per household). 
 

So what explains these discrepancies? Certainly, the tax law 
implemented this past year has had an impact whereby nonprofit 
institutions throughout the nation have noted a drop in revenue. 
Moreover, the clergy sexual abuse scandal may be an important 
factor as it has for other Catholic institutions.  

On the other hand, the overwhelming majority of parishioners 
surveyed rated our parish’s position, policies and response to the 
crisis, as good, very good, or excellent. (On a related note: 
Kathleen Coogan, a member of the Parish Council, received word 
that an essay she drafted about Holy Trinity’s “Season of 
Discernment” has been accepted for publication by America 
Magazine. We expect it to be published sometime in August.) 
 

Finally, despite the challenges that we face financially I am 
grateful that so many parishioners continue to not only come to 
Sunday Mass but remain generous and actively engaged in the 
parish. Thank you. 

 

*You may see the full survey results at www.trinity.org/survey. 

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all 
to accompany one another in Christ, celebrate 
God's love and transform lives. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Pastor Kevin Gillespie, S.J. 
(202) 903-2800 

kgillespie@ 
trinity.org 

Associate Pastor Paul Campbell, S.J. 
(202) 903-2832 

pcampbell@ 
trinity.org 

Associate Pastor Ben Hawley, S.J. 
(202) 903-2814 

bhawley@ 
trinity.org 

Associate Pastor William Kelley, S.J. 
(202) 903-2833 

wkelley@ 
trinity.org 

   

Communications Karelia Pallán 
(202) 903-2837  

kpallan@ 
trinity.org 

Facilities Dino Campagnari 
(202) 903-2813 

dcampagnari@ 
trinity.org 

Faith Formation/ 
Religious Ed. 

Judith Brusseau  
(202) 903-2807 

jbrusseau@ 
trinity.org 

Finance Chris Kehoe  
(202) 903-2811 

ckehoe@ 
trinity.org 

Holy Trinity 
School  

Kevin McShane 
(202) 337-2339 

principal@ 
htsdc.org 

Human  
Resources 

Angela Grady 
(202) 903-2803 

agrady@ 
trinity.org 

Ignatian  
Spirituality 

Martina O’Shea 
(202) 903-2810 

moshea@ 
trinity.org 

Music Ministry Kathleen DeJardin 
(202) 903-2805 

kdejardin@  
trinity.org 

Pastor’s Office/ 
Parish Life 

Helene Flanagan 
(202) 903-2801 

parishlife@ 
trinity.org 

Social Justice  Vacant agrady@ 
trinity.org 

Stewardship Rock Schuler 
(202) 903-2843 

rschuler@ 
trinity.org 

Liturgy David Pennington 
(202) 903-2804 

dpennington@ 
trinity.org 

Young Adult 
Community 

Catherine Heinhold 
(202) 903-2819 

cheinhold@ 
trinity.org 

Youth  
Ministry 

Vacant agrady@ 
trinity.org 

PARISH CENTER  

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048 

Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817 
Hours: Mon-Thurs: 8:30am-7:30pm; Fri 
8:30am-4:30pm; Sat & Sun: Closed 

JESUIT STAFF 
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PARISH DEPARTMENTS 



 

 

To add a name to these prayer lists, please 
email parishlife@trinity.org or call (202) 903-
2801. You must be an immediate relative of the 
one to be remembered, or have express 
permission in order to add a name to these 
lists. The names on this prayer list will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Mass during the 
General Intercessions and will be published in 
the parish eLetter and bulletin.  
 

 

Pray for those who are sick: For those we 
hold in our hearts 

 
Pray for those who are dead: For those we 
hold in our hearts 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

Daily Mass Intentions  

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC) 

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION 

SACRAMENTS 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process of 
conversion and faith formation for individuals who are interested 
in living the Christian life in the Catholic tradition. Those who want 
to learn more about the possibility of becoming Catholic are 
welcome to come to the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday 
evening at 7pm in the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. 
Please contact Anne Koester akoester@trinity.org for more 
information or visit our website. Holy Trinity also offers RCIA 
adapted for Children for children and youth who are not baptized
(ages 7 through high school) Please contact Judith Brusseau 
at jbrusseau@trinity.org for more information. 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to join our parish. You may 
register at www.trinity.org/register. Questions about registering 
can be directed to registration@trinity.org. 
 

New parishioner orientations are held several times throughout the 
year. See the bulletin, eLetter and website for announcement of dates 
and times.  

President Ellen Toups ppcpresident@trinity.org 

Vice President Chris Hannigan  parishcouncil@trinity.org 

Mass Schedule (Check bulletin or website for Holy Days) 
 Weekdays: 7am (Monday & Tuesday), 8am (Wednesday, 
 Thursday, Friday) & 5:30pm (in the Chapel on N St.)  
 Note: Please see schedule for daily Mass times. 
 Chapel is open on weekdays between Masses. 
 Saturday: 8am — Chapel; 5:30pm Vigil — Church 
 Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:30am, 1:15pm & 5:30pm 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Every Saturday from 4:30pm—5:15pm or by appointment 

Sacrament of the Sick 
Communal anointing is celebrated seasonally in the St. Ignatius Chapel. 
Call the parish to request the sacrament at home or in the hospital. 

Baptisms and Weddings: 
• To schedule a Baptism or Wedding, contact Moira Duggan at 

(202) 903-2806 or mduggan@trinity.org. 
Sacramental Preparation: 
Persons desiring to receive certain sacraments at Holy Trinity need to 
be registered parishioners and are expected to participate in a 
preparation program. For more information or to register, contact the 
appropriate staff person: 

• Infant Baptism: readmin@trinity.org, (202) 903-2808 
• First Reconciliation: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 
• First Eucharist: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 
• Marriage Prep: readmin@trinity.org, (202) 903-2808 
• Adult Initiation (RCIA): Anne Koester, (202) 337-2840 x128 
• Children’s Initiation (RCIA): Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 
• Adult Confirmation: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 
• Youth Confirmation: Judith Brusseau, (202) 903-2807 

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our pastor. As 
advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the pastor in discerning, 
articulating and communicating to other parishioners the identity 
and mission of the parish, and they assist the pastor in assuring 
fidelity to that identity and mission.  
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Week of July 15, 2019 

Monday 7:00am Jenna Reynoso+ 

 5:30pm Emmanua; Conty+ 

Tuesday 7:00am Thomas J. Dolan+ 

 5:30pm James Steurer 

Wednesday 8:00am Sarah Rose 

 5:30pm Matt & Pat Kraemer+ 

Thursday 8:00am  

 5:30pm  

Friday 8:00am Joe Roehrig+ 

 5:30pm Gerald Lambert+ 

Saturday 8:00am  

Week of July 22, 2019 

Monday 7:00am Alexander Johnson 

 5:30pm William MacPhee+ 

Tuesday 7:00am Lynn Hoak+ 

 5:30pm Vincent Manno Sr.+ 
Bill Noonan+ 

Wednesday 8:00am Inez Skinner 

 5:30pm  

Thursday 8:00am  

 5:30pm Benta Brown 

Friday 8:00am Zeni Campbell 

 5:30pm Tommy Helsby+ 

Saturday 8:00am Justine McCabe 

http://trinity.org/
mailto:jbrusseau@trinity.org
mailto:weddinginfo@holytrinitydc.org
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SERVE 

Founder’s Day 
Founder’s Day is October 6. The 225th 
Anniversary Committee is looking for 
coordinators for the following Founder's 
Day activities: Religious Education 
Scavenger Hunt; Prayer Ribbon 
Coordinator; Food & Beverage 
Coordinator; Door Prize volunteers; 
Volunteer Coordinator. We need volunteers 
in order to offer a variety of activities. Join 
in the planning and attend our meeting on July 15 at 
6pm in McKenna Hall—email aklick@trinity.org. 

Sunday Morning Religious Education  
Enrollment for 2019-2020 Sunday morning Religious 
Education closes on August 1. Visit www.trinity.org/
enroll to register. 

 
 

Sacramental Preparation  
For those seeking to prepare for First 
Reconciliation/First Eucharist as well as 
Confirmation, you must register at 
www.trinity.org/sacrament. For more 
information contact Judith Brusseau at 
jbrusseau@trinity.org. 

31 Days of St. Ignatius 
In honor of the Feast of St. 
Ignatius on July 31st, 
IgnatianSpirituality.com 
offers a daily selection of 
articles, blog posts, and 
videos to help you explore 
the riches of Ignatian 
spirituality. Visit 
www.ignatianspirituality.com/31-days-with-saint-
ignatius to learn more!  

Weekend Meals for the Homeless 
We continue to welcome (and to need) new volunteers to 
staff our weekly meals for the homeless. This is a direct 
service opportunity in Georgetown on Saturdays or 
Sundays from 4:15pm to 6:15pm that involves preparing 
and serving a meal for 50-60 adults as well as light set-
up and clean-up duties. To learn more, contact Mike 
Conway at mikeconway72@gmail.com. 

Progress continues on the renovation of the church!  

Holy Trinity Merchandise Store 
The Holy Trinity online merchandise store is now open 
at www.trinity.org/store. Orders will be accepted 
through August 15. All orders will be fulfilled in 
September. If you have any questions about the items or 
you would prefer to pay by check with a paper form, 
email HT225@trinity.org 

 

Washington Nationals vs. Atlanta Braves 

Fr. Kevin Gillespie, S.J. and Principal Kevin McShane 
are hosting the annual Holy Trinity baseball outing on 
September 14, at 4:05pm. Join fellow parishioners to 
cheer on the Washington Nationals! Tickets are $14 and 
may be purchased at www.trinity.org/parish-life. 

CONNECT 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Parish Pastoral Council Election 
In the 2019 election cycle, the Parish Pastoral Council 
received four self-nominations for four open seats. In 
the absence of a competitive field of candidates, the 
PPC Elections Committee, in consultation with the 
pastor, named parishioners Jennifer Dorsey, Denise 
Eaton, Anna Myers and Jen Touchette to the Council by 
acclamation at the council meeting on July 10. Read 
more about the new members and their ideas for the 
parish at www.trinity.org/ppc. 

New PPC Members (L-R): Jennifer Dorsey, Denise Eaton, 
Anna Myers, and Jen Touchette 

YAC Summer Activities 
Keep up to date with the YACs by checking 
www.trinity.org/young-adults. Ongoing summer 
activities include Thursday night Faith Sharing (7pm in 
the Chapel), July Wednesday night softball games, and 
monthly Mass and happy hours (see website and 
Facebook for details). Hope to see you! For more 
information, contact yacs@trinity.org. 

https://trinity.org/enroll-in-religious-education-programs/
https://trinity.org/enroll-in-religious-education-programs/
https://trinity.org/faith-formation/sacramental-preparation/
http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/31-days-with-saint-ignatius
http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/31-days-with-saint-ignatius
mailto:HT225@trinity.org
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Holy Trinity eLetter 
Stay connected this summer ! 

Sign up at www.trinity.org/eLetter 

Survey Results, continued from page 1 

Stewardship Update 
 

The generosity and commitment of Holy Trinity's 
parishioners make it possible for us to live out our 
Jesuit mission. The below chart reflects income in 
2019 is to-date behind previous years. Our local 
mission depends on you and we respectfully request 
continued support for our worship, social justice, 
education, and spiritual formation ministries. If you 
have pledged, we are grateful for your continued 
commitment. If you have not offered a 2019 pledge, 
please consider doing so by contacting Rock Schuler 
at RSchuler@trinity.org or 202-903-2843.  

 

The Income Chart reflects the bulk of our 
proceeds: Pledge payments, Easter/Christmas 
donations, and Offertory gifts. Income data is for the 
Fiscal Year to-date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pledge Chart shows the amount pledged for 
2019 so far, and the amount paid on those pledges 
through 6/30/19. Pledges make up the single largest 
share of our revenue. We are totally dependent on 
pledge payments to employ staff, conduct worship, 
and embark on the many worthy ministries of Holy 
Trinity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One important note regarding the survey results—the 
self-selecting sample of parishioners who responded to 
this survey may not necessarily be a representative 
sample of the parish as a whole. While we may see 
certain recurring themes in the responses, people can 
only tell us about their own experiences, so both 
interests and concerns will reflect that. 
 

Some themes that emerged include: 
 

Connections Within Our Community. Holy Trinity 
serves a large group of people with many different 
interests—we have around 100 groups and committees 
with a variety of areas of focus that may not necessarily 
plug into a larger community. We need to keep working 
on building connections within our own community, 
between the disparate age and interest groups, and 
continue to engage new and diverse parishioners.  
 

Commitment to Social Justice. Social Justice came 
up in many responses, both as the ministry people are 
most excited to participate in the next year and as the 
area of focus Holy Trinity should prioritize in the next 
two years (20 mentions).  
 

Promote Diversity. Parishioners are interested in 
seeing different types of diversity in both the leadership 
and congregation (Q6) and many want to prioritize the 
involvement of underrepresented communities in the 
church such as women, LGBTQ, and children and youth 
(18 mentions in Q8). 
 

Church Scandal & Reform. With 19 mentions in Q8 
as an area that Holy Trinity should prioritize, this issue 
is still at the forefront of people’s mind, as it has been in 
the past year. One parishioner wrote that Holy Trinity 
should continue “to be a beacon of hope for the Catholic 
Church and therefore a beacon of hope in the DC area.” 
 

Disconnect Regarding Financial Health. About 
80% of respondents think Holy Trinity is in good 
financial health—though the reality is we have had to 
borrow against our reserve fund this past year and are 
looking to reduce departmental budgets by 10% next 
year. This disparity shows that we need to do a better job 
of communicating financial and giving information to all 
parishioners in a variety of ways. 
 

Traditional Communications. Our print bulletin is 
still the preferred method to receive information (84% 
of combined first and second choices), though the 
eLetter comes in a close second (about 73% combined). 
We will continue to offer exclusive content in each along 
with upcoming events, volunteer opportunities, and 
announcements in both.  
 

There are more interesting results and responses than 
can be shared in this column, which is why we are 
making the full report available to parishioners online. 
Do any of these insights resonate with you, or do you 
have a different idea of what we should prioritize? Send 
questions or feedback to communications@trinity.org. 
 

Congratulations to our survey respondents Paula 
Kougeas, Jim Hutchinson, and James Lewis, who were 
chosen by a random number generator as the winners 
of the $100 gift card, $50 gift card, and $50 swag bag, 
respectively, for submitting a completed survey! 

mailto:RSchuler@trinity.org

