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Making a Positive, Radical, and 
Lasting Difference in People’s Lives

By David Christian

Parishioner David Christian is writing an informal 
autobiography for his children and grandchildren (it works 
like this: they ask him questions, and he answers them). He 
recently shared this chapter with the Migrant Familia.

“What is one of your most meaningful volunteer 
activities?” I like helping immigrants start their new lives 
in this country. For one thing, the majority of those in the 
U.S. are descended from immigrants—in my case, from 
Ireland, England, and France. But far more than that, the 
work gives me joy and a sense of meaning in this part of 
my life: it makes a positive, radical, and lasting difference 
in people’s lives.

Here’s how I got involved. In 2015 and 2016, I made short 
trips to El Salvador, a tiny country in Central America, 
to meet people in our church’s sister parish there. Our 
group not only met people in the parish—we visited their 
homes. I got to meet Jorge, the student that Arlene and 
I were helping by paying his school expenses each year. I 
visited his family’s house, which was tiny, with a tin roof 
and a dirt floor. I met Jorge, his parents, and his sister. The 
four of them lived in that tiny house. They looked hungry. 
Their neighborhood was virtually ruled by violent gangs. 

Their parish gave them solidarity and a measure of hope, 
but it couldn’t feed, clothe, and house them. 

That was my first close-up exposure to extreme poverty 
and fear, and it was life-changing.  I could understand why 
so many people from situations like that wanted to come 
to the U.S. for safety and a path out of poverty. 

When I got back home, I started a Spanish conversation 
group to improve my language skills. A little bit of Spanish 
goes a long way. The group lasted for five years and helped 
me a lot, though I am not fluent. I told my Spanish group 
about Jorge and got their help with some of my letters to 
him.

In November 2018, our son Colin and I joined another 
delegation from Holy Trinity for an immersion visit to 
the border between the U.S. and Mexico. It was a natural 
follow-on to my trips to El Salvador.  At the twin towns 
of Nogales, Arizona and Nogales, Sonora, we met a lot 
of desperate people from Mexico and Central America 
trying to come into the U.S. We also met some really 
good people, Americans and Mexicans, who were serving 
the immigrants as they arrived at the border exhausted, 
traumatized, and frightened. All this was eye-opening. I 
was deeply impressed by their dedication to this work. 

Monday - Friday:

Saturday:

Saturday (Vigil):
Sunday:

8:00 AM — Chapel
5:30 PM — Chapel

8:00 AM — Chapel

5:30 PM — Church
7:30 AM — Church
9:00 AM — Church, Trinity Hall, 
and Livestream
11:30 AM — Church
5:30 PM — Church

Daily Mass Schedule
We invite you to share your gifts with 

others in our parish community! 

Offertory

trinity.org /HolyTrinity.DC @HolyTrinity.DC
SacraMent oF 
reconciliation: Saturdays, 4:30 - 5:15 PM — Church
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Our hosts in Nogales, an awesome group called the 
Kino Border Initiative (KBI), told us that our real 
work would start when we got back to Washington 
and saw the immigrants around us with fresh eyes. 
One of them suggested that we contact a young man 
from Honduras, which is right next to El Salvador, to 
see how he was doing. This young man, Fredys Sevilla, 
had left his home, his parents, his children, and other 
relatives because some vicious 
gang members threatened 
to kill him if he wouldn’t 
join the gang. Fredys had 
managed to survive the long 
and dangerous journey to 
Nogales, the KBI had helped 
him attain asylum, and he 
was now living close to us 
near Falls Church, Virginia.

Colin and I took Fredys out to lunch and got to know 
him. He spoke almost no English, so our little bit of 
Spanish helped a lot. He had a sister living near Falls 
Church. Before long, a brother, his partner, and four 
sons arrived from Honduras to join Fredys and his 
sister. Fredys needed help to get a job, pay rent, get 
a Green Card, learn English, find health care, legally 
drive, and start on the road to self-sufficiency and 
citizenship. His siblings needed all that and more, 
including immigration lawyers, help getting the kids 
into schools, etc. It seemed like an impossible task.

Fortunately, people from Holy Trinity soon formed 
a Migrant Support Team to help immigrants in our 
region. Together we learned how to assist with their 
most pressing needs, and soon we were able to really 
help Fredys, his family, and many others. In addition, 
our team aims to befriend them and to accompany 
them almost like family members.

Since 2018, our team has welcomed, assisted, and 
befriended immigrants from Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Haiti, Sudan, Afghanistan, Congo, Gabon, 
Cameroon, and Ukraine. We are part of their lives, 
and they are part of our lives. We have shared the joy 
of their successes and the desolation of their setbacks. 
We have learned a lot and seen how difficult it can be 

for immigrants. We have made enduring friendships 
with our fellow team members, and benefitted from 
inspired leadership. The power of the team as a 
positive force is phenomenal. Together we are doing 
things that none of us could have done alone. I’m 
proud of our parish for embracing and supporting 
this work, which is always a work in progress.

I get special joy from celebrating weddings of our 
migrant friends. Members of our team have in effect 
stood in for absent family members back in Honduras 
and Cameroon; a third such wedding is coming up in 
a few months and I plan to attend that one too.

In the nearly five years since Colin and I met him, 
I’ve mentored Fredys and become a proxy great-uncle 
for him as he has moved toward independence. His 
life isn’t easy and he still has many ambitious goals 
to achieve. As I get older, I hope I can look to the 
migrant team for younger volunteers to accompany 
Fredys.

Also, back in El Salvador, where this particular 
journey of mine got its start, Jorge has graduated 
from high school, and Arlene and I now have a six-
year-old student to sponsor: his name is Jared. I hope 
to make another trip there, this time with Colin, to 
meet Jared and David Isaac, a contemporary of Jared’s 
whom Colin’s family is sponsoring. The jury is still 
out on that dream. 

I hope that our grand-daughters, Kyra, Lydia, and 
Julianne, will experience the joy of learning other 
languages and making friends from other countries. 
And that they will find the joy of being part of faith-
based teams that help people in need.3

Fredys Sevilla
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News & Upcoming Events

ignatian FaMily teach-in For JuStice
Deadline to register for the Teach-In Delegation is 
October 8. Email Katie Laskey, klaskey@trinity.org, 
with questions.

yac MaSS
October 8 | 7:15 PM, Chapel
The Young Adult Community will hold its October 
Mass this Sunday. All those in their 20s and 30s are 
invited to attend, and to join the potluck in McKenna 
Hall afterward.

Sr. ilia delio at holy trinity
October 8 | 3:00 PM, Trinity Hall. Reception to 
Follow

The Holy Trinity Women Who Stay 
invite you to:
“God in the Grass: Learning to Live in 
the Entanglement of Love” with Sr. Ilia 
Delio. For more information, please 
e-mail aklick@trinity.org

regiSter today For the young adult 
coMMunity retreat
October 20-22 | Registration Deadline: October 9
Come away for a weekend to reflect on life and faith, 
and share fellowship with other young adults at the 
One Body in Christ retreat. Peer speakers, small and 
large group discussions, and quiet time for prayer and 
reflection will give us ample opportunity to explore 
our Catholic faith, and its call to community and 
service. Registration and information: trinity.org/yac-
retreat/

a Morning oF ForMation For liturgical 
MiniSterS
October 14 | 9:00AM-1:00PM, Trinity Hall
Join your fellow Liturgical ministers for a morning 
reflecting upon how liturgical roles work together to 
foster vibrant and meaningful celebrations.

The dialogue will be facilitated by Fr. Paul Turner. 
Morning coffee & pastries and a light lunch will be 
served. Please register at: trinity.org/schedules

abiding in god’S loVe: an ignatian retreat 
in daily liFe
October 22 - 28, 2023
Registration Deadline: October 8
Join us in praying in the tradition of St. Ignatius Loyola, 
engaging the intellect, feelings, and imagination. 
Register: trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/gods-abiding-
love-retreat/. Questions? Contact moshea@trinity.org.

MoVie MoMentS oF grace: belFaSt
October 14 | 7:30PM, Zoom
A new season of Movie Moments of Grace begins in 
just a few weeks! Join the discussion of Belfast, a film 
which chronicles the life of a working-class Ulster 
Protestant family from the perspective of their nine-
year-old son Buddy during The Troubles in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland. 
Watch ahead of time - see trailer and streaming options 
at  trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/movie-moments.  
RSVP to htmmog@gmail.com by 10:00 pm October 
13 to receive the link.

altar SerVer training
October 21 | 9:00AM, Church
Grades 5 and up. Commit to serving at one 9:00AM 
Mass per month!

Contact klaskey@trinity.org for the sign up.

FirSt Penance & FirSt euchariSt 
Parent Meeting
October 15 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
This meeting is for all parents with children in grades 
2-6 who will be celebrating First Penance & First 
Eucharist in 2024 to learn more about the preparation 
process and how parents can help their children grow 
in their understanding of these sacraments.

concertS at holy trinity PreSentS:
the aMabile Piano duo
October 28 | 7:00PM, Church
Domi Oh and John Fisher 
will be playing works from 
Brahams, Barber, and others.

Admission is free; your donation is welcome at the 
door. 

For more information, please visit: trinity.org/concerts
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holy trinity School annual Fund
Why The Holmes Family Supports HTS
Holy Trinity School parent Bridget Holmes shares why 
the Holmes family donates to the HTS Annual Fund:

If I could keep my kids in 
8th grade forever I would. 
If I could make Holy Trinity 
School go through 12th grade I 
definitely would. Holy Trinity 
has become our second home 
- that place beyond home and work where we feel 
most comfortable and where we want to spend the 
majority of our time. And the amazing thing about 
Holy Trinity is that it exists outside of the walls of 
the school - it exists in the potlucks, picnics, birthday 
parties, sign-up parties, sports events, etc. This was 
the community our family was craving and we love 
that many of our evenings and weekends are jam-
packed with HTS friends and activities.

I feel lucky every single day that my children attend 
Holy Trinity. Literally every single day. Even when 
things are hard or things aren’t perfect. Even when 
the carpool line is long or Rock Creek is closed and it 
takes us an hour to get there. While I know my kids 
are experiencing an amazing education, what I love 
most is the love and care they experience every single 
day. I love knowing that Holy Trinity has helped shape 
my children into kind, loving, compassionate people.  

Warren and I give to the Annual Fund to support the 
school, faculty, and staff who make it as incredible as 
it is. While we may not be writing the largest check, 
this signal is our vote of confidence and our gratitude. 
Setting up a monthly recurring donation also makes 
it easier for us to give and to give more than we may 
be able to if we wrote one check.

My oldest is graduating this year and I am so grateful I 
will still have another child here for three more years. 
I’m not sure what I will do when our Holy Trinity 
chapter comes to a close!  HTS is a place like no other. 
Please show your support this month!  

Please reach out to development@
htsdc.org with any questions.  Donate 
or pledge by scanning the QR code:

Thanks!

Maria Madre gathering
October 27 | 5:30 PM, Chapel. Supper to follow in 
McKenna Hall
For more than 33 years, Holy Trinity and our sister 
parish in El Salvador, Maria, Madre de los Pobres 
have walked together through civil war, gang violence, 
floods, earthquakes, and a  pandemic. No matter 
the challenge, our Maria Madre sisters and brothers 
have believed - and taught us - that God is always 
with us. Holy Trinity is delighted that the pastor 
of Maria Madre will be visiting us in October.  In 
addition to his pastoral work, Padre Luis directs the 
Tutela de Derechos Humanos del Arzobispado de San 
Salvador. Please join us as we welcome Padre Luis to 
Holy Trinity and learn more about this relationship of 
accompaniment and the human rights witness of the 
Catholic Church in El Salvador.

• RSVP for dinner (by 10/23): bit.ly/HTSupperRSVP
• Volunteer to help with the celebration: bit.ly/

HTSupperHelp

For more information about the visit and ways to 
help, contact Margie Legowski (mjlegowski@gmail.
com and 202-257-4279)

october SerVice oPPortunitieS
Saturday Supper  | October 14
Parishioners provide healthy meals and hospitality 
to an average of 70 guests at Mt. Zion UMC (29th 
Street). signupgenius.com/go/octoberss#/

Community Collections  | October 22
Between 9 and 11:30am outside Trinity Hall
Parishioners collect breakfast items and snack 
bags for friends at SOME, Fr. McKenna Center 
and Georgetown Ministry Center. Please sign up 
signupgenius.com/go/SpringSummer#/  

Holmes 
Family

SaintS’ Parade
October 28 | 4:00 PM, McKenna
All families are invited to join us for a celebration of 
the Saints. Come dressed as your favorite Saint; you 
are never too young or too old to dress up! 

We will parade around the block and then 
gather in McKenna for food and games to 
celebrate the communion of Saints.
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Daily Readings

Tuesday of the Twenty-seventh Week in O.T.
Jonah 3:1-10 | Luke 10:38-42

Wednesday of the Twenty-seventh Week in O.T.
Jonah 4:1-11 | Luke 11:1-4

Thursday of the Twenty-seventh Week in O.T.
Malachi 3:13-20b | Luke 11:5-13

Friday of the Twenty-seventh Week in O.T.
Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2 | Luke 11:15-26

Saturday of the Twenty-seventh Week in O.T.
Joel 4:12-219 | Luke 11:27-28

Monday of the Twenty-seventh Week in O.T.
Jonah 1:1–2:1-2, 11 | Luke 10:25-37

Sunday, October 8

Monday, October 9

Tuesday, October 10

Wednesday, October 11

Thursday, October 12

FRIDAY, October 13

Saturday, October 14

Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

WedneSday 

thurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

Mac Gardiner +
Frank Calafiura+
Julia Rowan+
Roger Raber+
Elizabeth Anton+
Burton Roberts+
Mitchell Craig Maloney+
Joan Dowd & Pierre Dowd
Bill Holman+
Marcelo Navajas+
Walter Fresch+

Week oF october 9, 2023

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 5:1-7 | Philippians 4:6-9 | Matthew 21:33-43

a Sacred SPace oF Final rePoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery 
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a 
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from 
the church.

The Columbarium is open to all, and over half of the 
available spaces have been sold.

Please note: a price increase is scheduled for 
November 1.

For more information, you can scan the QR code, 
visit the Holy Trinity Columbarium website at 
holytrinitycolumbarium.org, or call (202) 903-2836.

day oF reFlection For indiVidualS Who are 
SeParated, WidoWed, or diVorced
October 28 | 9:45 AM to 3:00 PM, McKenna Hall
You are invited to join others who are recovering 
from the devastation or loss of a love from divorce or 
death. A member of the Ignatian Retreat Team, Linda 
Arnold, will facilitate our time together as we reflect 
together on seeking and finding peace.There will be 
time for silent reflection, sharing and communal 
prayer.  Coffee and tea will be provided; bring your 
own lunch. Space is limited. Please RSVP to Jack 
Harllee before October 23, at jharllee@gmail.com

lgbtQia+ MiniStry october 
MeetingS
Full ministry: October 15 | 1:00 PM, 
Neale Room and on Zoom

Topic: Seasons of LGBTQIA+ Life: The Challenge 
and Possibility of Intergenerational Community

Families and Friends: 
October 15 | 10:15 AM, Neale Room
Topic: Children are listening.  Are you?

Women and Marginalized Genders: 
October 16 | 8:00 PM on Zoom
Topic: Catholic in Queer Spaces, Queer in Catholic 
Spaces

Men: October 23 | 7:00 PM on Zoom.
Topic: Spiritual Geography: What We Find on the 
Mountain

For events on Zoom, please register to receive the 
links at trinity.org/lgbtqia-ministry/



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to 
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love 
and transform lives.

PariSh center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Saturday & Sunday : Closed

JeSuit StaFF

Pastor

Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

Ben Hawley, S.J.
(202) 903-2814

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

bhawley@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

PariSh dePartMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity 
School

Ignatian Retreats
& Training

Ignatian 
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Stewardship

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

moshea@
trinity.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

parishlife@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rschuler@
trinity.org

klaskey@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Martina O’Shea
(202) 903-2810

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas 
(202) 903-2804

Matthew Ogden
202-903-2827

Lisa Dittmeier / Helene 
Flanagan (202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rock Schuler
(202) 903-2843

Katie Laskey
(202) 903-284610
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neW PariShioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to join our parish. 
You may register at www.trinity.org/register or scan the 
QR code below. 

rite oF chriStian initiation

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a 
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals 
who are interested in living the Christian life in the 
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the 
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to 
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in 
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact 
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825. 
Holy Trinity also offers RCIA adapted for children and 
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school). 
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgbtQia+ MiniStry 

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in 
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity 
of our community and more welcoming to those who 
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual 
and their families and friends. More information and 
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia 
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PariSh PaStoral council (PPc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our 
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the 
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to 
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish, 
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that 
identity and mission. Contact President Jennifer Dorsey  
at ppcpresident@trinity.org and Vice President Gail Louis at 
parishcouncil@trinity.org.
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 to Love and Serve the Lord..

At Georgetown Home Care, we believe great personal care takes a personal touch. That’s why we 

put so much thought into matching each client with the right Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 

Our services are available seven days a week, ranging from a few hours a week to 24-hour care. 

Services include:

> Assistance with personal care

> Transportation and running errands

> Medication reminders

> Light housekeeping

> Meal planning and preparation 

> Companionship

Our caring, compassionate CNAs can give someone you love the  

help they need to keep living at home. And that means peace of 

mind for both you and your loved one. 

“Now that I have a personal assistant,  
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The Smile You Want.
The Attention You Deserve.

Stringent Infection Control Protocol

GoldenGlow.org

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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DeCarlo’s Restaurant has moved to The Westchester!
4000 Cathedral Avenue NW

RESERVATIONS  202-363-4220
Open for Lunch and Dinner 7 days a week        Valet Parking Available 

1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

Washington, DC

CatholicMatch.com/goDC

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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