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Holy Trinity’s Homebound Ministry
Bringing Communion And Community To Our Parishioners

By Richard Shullaw

Do you ever wonder who those people are gathering 
with the priest after Communion to receive a blessing 
before returning to their seats in the congregation? They 
are Homebound Communion Ministers who bring the 
Eucharist, liturgical readings, and companionship to those 
parishioners who have long-term health and mobility 
challenges that prevent them from coming to Mass. The 
homebound are in the District, Maryland, and Virginia, 
and are visited on a weekly basis.

I hope to provide some background on the ministry, 
how it is performed, and the rich spiritual and emotional 
rewards we receive as ministers. I also want to make the 
parish more aware of this ministry, in case you have loved 
ones who are not able to attend services at Holy Trinity 
and participate in person in the Eucharist.

I have been involved in the Homebound Ministry since 
1992, and I am sure that long-time parishioners would 
tell me that the ministry has been in existence at Holy 
Trinity for many years before that. I became a homebound 
minister shortly after the death of my mother.

My parents lived in an 1820’s townhouse in Chelsea, 

London. During the last months of her life, my mother’s 
great joy was to have the pastor at their local church come 
to give her Communion. My father would meet him at 
the door with a lighted candle and walk with him up the 
four flights of stairs to my mother’s bedroom. I was there 
several times for these visits and saw how my mother’s 
face would brighten with joy, the lines of pain briefly 
erased. That image of the comfort provided to the sick and 
homebound in receiving the Eucharist has stayed with me 
through the years as I visit the Holy Trinity homebound. 
It amplifies the message we so often hear in the Gospel, of 
Christ providing comfort and care to the sick.

One of the goals of the ministry is to ensure that those we 
visit understand that they remain an important part of the 

Monday - Friday:

Saturday:

Saturday (Vigil):
Sunday:

8:00 AM — Chapel
5:30 PM — Chapel

8:00 AM — Chapel

5:30 PM — Church
7:30 AM — Church
9:00 AM — Church, Trinity Hall, 
and Livestream
11:30 AM — Church
5:30 PM — Church

Daily Mass Schedule
We invite you to share your gifts with 

others in our parish community! 

Offertory

trinity.org /HolyTrinity.DC @HolyTrinity.DC
SacraMent oF 
reconciliation: Saturdays, 4:30 - 5:15 PM — Church
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parish. The priests who bless us as we receive our pyxes 
containing the Eucharist remind us to tell those we 
visit that they are thought of and prayed for. We visit 
parishioners who are still in their homes, and others 
who live in assisted living or memory care facilities. 
(Visits to those in Georgetown Hospital are part of a 
separate ministry run from the hospital; some of our 
homebound ministers also serve in that ministry.) 

In a typical visit, we share the readings of the day from 
the Old and New Testaments and the Gospel. We 
provide any insights we may have from the readings 
or the sermon and bring news of the parish. I have 
found that doing this increases my own understanding 
of the readings and the messages we have received 
during Mass. We ask whether they have anything for 
which they wish to pray, to have them become active 
participants in the service. We give the Eucharist and 
conclude with prayer. 

While the primary purpose of our visits is sacramental, 
a secondary and very important goal is to provide 
those we visit with a sense of community. A number 
of those we visit, especially those in assisted living, 
have limited contact with others: many do not have 
family, or get infrequent visits from those they still 
have contact with. 

By providing companionship and care to the 
homebound, we reach out to them with empathy 
and compassion, and in doing so, we are providing 
rewards to ourselves as well. As ministers, we often 
establish long-lasting relationships with those we 
visit. One of those we visited for many years passed 
away a few years ago at 102; we started seeing her 
when she was in her mid 80’s. When she turned 100, 
we put together a book of letters from individual 
ministers who had visited her over the years in which 
they expressed their gratitude for her message of faith, 
which she often amplified by giving us a needlepoint 
she had made with the name of Jesus. 

Another parishioner suffered from multiple sclerosis. 
We visited him for more than ten years, becoming close 
friends with his family. One of those I currently visit 
is living at an assisted living facility and is Brazilian, 

with limited English. His face lights up with a broad 
smile when I appear. When I pray the Our Father as 
part of the service, he prays it in Portuguese.

Providing the homebound ministry over the years has 
been a wonderful reward for us, enriching our faith. 
In doing so, we actively support the mission of Holy 
Trinity, to accompany the homebound in Christ, to 
celebrate the love that God has for all of us, and to 
help enrich our lives and the lives of those we visit 
through compassion and empathy.

If you would like more information about the 
ministry, please reach out to Richard at shullawr@
gmail.com.3

georgetown uniVerSity departMent oF 
theology & religiouS StudieS lecture
Luke Timothy Johnson: “Christianizing the 
Classics: John Cassian on Friendship”
October 18 | 5:00  PM , Dahlgren Chapel, Reception 
to follow in Dahlgren Quad
John Cassian is a pivotal figure in 
the development of monasticism. 
Perhaps surprisingly, he is also 
a splendid example of how early 
Christian teachers transmitted 
even as they transformed the values of Greco-Roman 
culture. Taking Cassian’s conference “On Friendship” 
as a prime example, this presentation shows how one 
of the classical world’s noblest ideals was reshaped 
according to the mind of Christ.

RSVP: costanlecture2023.eventbrite.com
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News & Upcoming Events

Sunday youth group
October 15 | 10:15 AM, Parish Center Library, Parish 
Center. All high school students welcome!

taizé prayer led by brother eMile oF taizé
October 23 | 6:30 PM, Chapel
Brother Emile was born in Canada in 1956, and 
joined the Taizé community in 1976. At Taizé, he 
frequently leads Bible studies and workshops and 
teaches theology in the community in France. He has 
written on the otherness of God, the Eucharist and the 
Early Christians, and Paul’s letter to the Colossians. 
Brother Emile met Yves Congar for the first time at 
Taizé in 1977 and has studied his thought for many 
years. To learn more about Taizé, please visit: www.
taize.fr/en

altar SerVer training
October 21 | 9:00 AM, Church
For parishioners in grades 5 and up. Commit to 
serving at one 9:00AM Mass per month!

Contact klaskey@trinity.org for the sign up.

parentS with SMall children playgroup
October 15 | 10:15 AM, Upper Room
Families with children aged five and 
younger are invited to a playgroup today 
in the Upper Room of the Parish Center (Level 2).  

FirSt penance & FirSt euchariSt 
parent Meeting
October 15 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
This meeting is for all parents with children in grades 
2-6 who will be celebrating First Penance & First 
Eucharist in 2024 to learn more about the preparation 
process and how parents can help their children grow 
in their understanding of these sacraments.

concertS at holy trinity preSentS:
the aMabile piano duo
October 28 | 7:00 PM, Church
Domi Oh and John Fisher will be playing works from 
Brahams, Barber, and others.

Admission is free; your 
donation is welcome at the 
door. 

For more information, please visit: trinity.org/concerts

bible Story hour - next Sunday
October 22 | 10:15 AM, Lower School
All 3-5 year olds and a parent or 
guardian are invited to Bible Story 

Hour to learn more about how God called Abraham.  
Quesions? Contact Sandy Nguyen, rek8@trinity.org.

Meet Social JuStice tithe recipientS
As we did in the spring, we are welcoming tithe 
recipients to visit with parishioners during the 
donut hours in McKenna Hall. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to learn about work in the community 
on a variety of social justice issues.

• October 15: Catholic Mobilizing Network, 
Friends of Guest House & Fr. McKenna Center

• October 22: Just Neighbors, Restoration 
Immigration Legal Aid, & Washington English 
Center

• November 5: College Tracks, Path Forward, & 
Woodley House DC

• November 12: Anne Frank House & Barker 
Adoption Foundation

october SerVice opportunity
Community Collections  | October 22
Between 9 and 11:30 AM outside Trinity Hall
Parishioners collect breakfast items and snack 
bags for friends at SOME, Fr. McKenna Center 
and Georgetown Ministry Center. Please sign up: 
signupgenius.com/go/SpringSummer#/  

orientation For re rooM parentS
October 22 | 10:30 - 11:05 AM in the Upper 
School Cafeteria
There will be an orientation for all Room Parents on 
October 22. Come and meet other Room Parents as 
we go over the nuts and bolts of serving in this role. 
Thank you for responding to the call to support our 
catechists and students! To RSVP to attend please 
contact Sandy Nguyen, rek8@trinity.org.



SoMe trot For hunger
In true Holy Trinity tradition, we are 
once again aiming to put together 
an incredible team to support 
SOME (founded by Jesuit priest 
Father McKenna) at this year’s Trot for Hunger on 
Thanksgiving Day. Thanks to parishioner Julie Yelle 
for captaining our team again. Last year our team was 
61 members strong, and we are aiming to hit 100 this 
year. Please consider starting off this day of gratitude 
with us and the Holy Trinity Family by signing up for 
our team. Virtual trotters welcome! Please use code 
HOLYTRINITY to receive 25% off registration! 
zippy-reg.com/fundraise/1895/team/27529
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Maria Madre gathering
October 27 | 5:30 PM, Chapel. Supper to follow in 
McKenna Hall
For more than 33 years, Holy Trinity and our sister 
parish in El Salvador, Maria, Madre de los Pobres 
have walked together through civil war, gang violence, 
floods, earthquakes, and a  pandemic. No matter 
the challenge, our Maria Madre sisters and brothers 
have believed - and taught us - that God is always 
with us. Holy Trinity is delighted that the pastor 
of Maria Madre will be visiting us in October.  In 
addition to his pastoral work, Padre Luis directs the 
Tutela de Derechos Humanos del Arzobispado de San 
Salvador. Please join us as we welcome Padre Luis to 
Holy Trinity and learn more about this relationship of 
accompaniment and the human rights witness of the 
Catholic Church in El Salvador.

• RSVP for dinner (by 10/23): bit.ly/HTSupperRSVP
• Volunteer to help with the celebration: bit.ly/

HTSupperHelp

For more information about the visit and ways to 
help, contact Margie Legowski (mjlegowski@gmail.
com and 202-257-4279)

SaintS’ parade
October 28 | 4:00 PM, McKenna
All families are invited to join us for 
a celebration of the Saints. Come 
dressed as your favorite Saint; you are 
never too young or too old to dress up! 

We will parade around the block and 
then gather in McKenna for food and 
games to celebrate the communion of Saints.

holy trinity School’S annual Fund
Please consider supporting Holy Trinity School in 
October during the Annual Fund.

Your donation is the #1 way 
to support Holy Trinity 
School.  Contributions go 
directly toward the school– 
teacher salaries, curriculum 
enhancements, small class 
size.

Every dollar goes toward 
closing the gap between the cost of educating each 
child and the tuition amount.

Holy Trinity School is a Jesuit education like no other.  
Please support our students!

Please donate or pledge at htsdc.org/annual-fund/.  You 
can consider an online donation, a pledge to donate 
later, or a recurring donation.

Any questions?  Please reach out to development@
htsdc.org or 202-337-2339.

thankSgiVing Food driVe
Holy Trinity has a proud tradition of supporting 
families in need with a Thanksgiving meal. A donation 
of $60 will provide a Thanksgiving 
dinner for a family, but any amount 
would be appreciated. Please scan the 
QR code to make your contribution to 
the Thanksgiving Food Drive.

getting to better know our black catholic 
neighborS
November 5 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
November is Black Catholic History Month and 
Jesuit Heritage Month. Join members of the HT 
History Team as they explore the relationship 
between Holy Trinity & Epiphany Catholic Church 
and the development of Black Catholic Churches in 
the Washington DC area. Fr. Ray Kemp will serve as 
moderator.
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Daily Readings

Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Antioch
Romans 1:16-25 | Luke 11:37-41

Feast of Saint Luke
2 Timothy 4:10-17b | Luke 10:1-9

Memorial of Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac 
Jogues Romans 3:21-30 | Luke 11:47-54

Friday of the Twenty-eighth Week in O.T.
Romans 4:1-8 | Luke 12:1-7

Saturday of the Twenty-eighth Week in O.T.
Romans 4:13, 16-18 | Luke 12:8-12

Monday of the Twenty-eighth Week in O.T.
Romans 1:1-7 | Luke 11:29-32

Sunday, October 15

Monday, October 16

Tuesday, October 17

Wednesday, October 18

Thursday, October 19

FRIDAY, October 20

Saturday, October 21

Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

wedneSday 

thurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

John Fiesta+

Jack Brodie+
Debbie Gasikowski+
Rosalie Sullivan-Ross+
Bob Bennett +
Julia Rowan+

Bert Rosecan+
Walter R. Howell Jr.+

week oF october 16, 2023

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 25:6-10a  | Phil 4:12-14, 19-20 | Matthew  22:1-14

JeSuit FriendS and aluMni network uSa 
luncheon
October 26 | 12:00 PM, The University Club, 1135 
16th St. NW, Washington, DC
Fr. Joseph M. O’Keefe, SJ, Provincial of Jesuits USA 
East, will be the featured speaker at the Jesuit Friends 
and Alumni Network Fall Luncheon.

For tickets or more information, please visit: 
jesuitseast.org/events/  

a Sacred Space oF Final repoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery 
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a 
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from 
the church.

The Columbarium is open to all, and over half of the 
available spaces have been sold.

Please note: a price increase is scheduled for 
November 1.

For more information, you can scan the QR code, 
visit the Holy Trinity Columbarium website at 
holytrinitycolumbarium.org, or call (202) 903-2836.

day oF reFlection For indiVidualS who are 
Separated, widowed, or diVorced
October 28 | 9:45 AM to 3:00 PM, McKenna Hall
You are invited to join others who are recovering 
from the devastation or loss of a love from divorce or 
death. A member of the Ignatian Retreat Team, Linda 
Arnold, will facilitate our time together as we reflect 
together on seeking and finding peace.There will be 
time for silent reflection, sharing and communal 
prayer.  Coffee and tea will be provided; bring your 
own lunch. Space is limited. Parking is available 
at Visitation. Please RSVP to Jack Harllee before 
October 23, at jharllee@gmail.com

9th annual all SoulS day MaSS at holy rood
November 2 | 10:00 AM, Holy Rood Cemetery 
All are welcome to celebrate All Souls Day Mass at 
Holy Rood Cemetery, 2126 Wisconsin Ave NW.



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to 
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love 
and transform lives.

pariSh center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Saturday & Sunday : Closed

JeSuit StaFF

Pastor

Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

Ben Hawley, S.J.
(202) 903-2814

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

bhawley@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

pariSh departMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity 
School

Ignatian Retreats
& Training

Ignatian 
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Stewardship

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

moshea@
trinity.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

parishlife@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rschuler@
trinity.org

klaskey@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Martina O’Shea
(202) 903-2810

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas 
(202) 903-2804

Matthew Ogden
202-903-2827

Lisa Dittmeier / Helene 
Flanagan (202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rock Schuler
(202) 903-2843

Katie Laskey
(202) 903-284610
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new pariShioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to join our parish. 
You may register at www.trinity.org/register or scan the 
QR code below. 

rite oF chriStian initiation

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a 
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals 
who are interested in living the Christian life in the 
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the 
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to 
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in 
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact 
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825. 
Holy Trinity also offers RCIA adapted for children and 
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school). 
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgbtQia+ MiniStry 

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in 
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity 
of our community and more welcoming to those who 
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual 
and their families and friends. More information and 
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia 
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

pariSh paStoral council (ppc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our 
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the 
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to 
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish, 
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that 
identity and mission. Contact President Jennifer Dorsey  
at ppcpresident@trinity.org and Vice President Gail Louis at 
parishcouncil@trinity.org.
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 to Love and Serve the Lord..

At Georgetown Home Care, we believe great personal care takes a personal touch. That’s why we 

put so much thought into matching each client with the right Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 

Our services are available seven days a week, ranging from a few hours a week to 24-hour care. 

Services include:

> Assistance with personal care

> Transportation and running errands

> Medication reminders

> Light housekeeping

> Meal planning and preparation 

> Companionship

Our caring, compassionate CNAs can give someone you love the  

help they need to keep living at home. And that means peace of 

mind for both you and your loved one. 

“Now that I have a personal assistant,  
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The Smile You Want.
The Attention You Deserve.

Stringent Infection Control Protocol

GoldenGlow.org

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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DeCarlo’s Restaurant has moved to The Westchester!
4000 Cathedral Avenue NW

RESERVATIONS  202-363-4220
Open for Lunch and Dinner 7 days a week        Valet Parking Available 

1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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