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Voices From Our Sister Parish, St. Jean Baptiste in 
Ansdeno, Haiti 

The first in a series of interviews – this week, with Mike Conway
By Kathleen Kaye, SJB Committee co-Chair

Mike, What Drew You to Haiti?
As a member of the Social Justice Committee, in 2011, I 
heard a report from Kittie Fitzgerald following her trip to 
our sister parish in Haiti, just one year post earthquake. 
Since retiring, I had been traveling to some far-flung 
places: Philippines, China, Mongolia and El Salvador. As 
I heard more about Haiti, I said to myself, “I can do this” 
and I was IN. I have traveled to Haiti 6 times. Since 2019, 
it has been unsafe to do so.

What is A Sustaining Image of Ansdeno and the Haitian 
People?
There are many snapshots of our time in Ansdeno, 
although, I think what stands out were the two summers 
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when I traveled to our Sister Parish to assist Haitians and 
HT parishioners, Harry Gray and Sophia Guerrier to 
coordinate a youth soccer camp. While in the States, I had 
secured soccer balls and equipment for use at the camp. 
All was in order, until the program had to be relocated to 
another field, not convenient to Ansdeno. 

Transporting everyone became a challenge. But the ever-
resourceful Haitians found an open-bed truck to bring 
the boys and girls back and forth to the field. With great 
glee, enthusiastic singing and youthful energy, 50 kids 
jumped onto the truck and headed to the soccer field. The 
educator part of me was worried about permission slips, 
liability, and lack of safety standards (read: NO seatbelts.
There weren’t even any seats!) The whole thing was set in 
motion by Pere Medard, the Pastor at St. Jean Baptiste and 
then things just kind of happened. By the second year, we 
increased participation from 150 to almost 250 girls and 
boys.
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Mike, Did You Have An Embarrassing Moment on 
Your Visits? 
Haiti kind of turned my life upside down. The 
realization of how much I am a person of privilege 
was a humbling experience. I wouldn’t say that I had 
an embarrassing moment, but more like a “WOW!” 
moment where I could not believe the extent of the 
poverty. I had been to Holy Trinity’s sister parish, 
Maria Madre in El Salvador, but was not prepared for 
what I saw in Haiti.

My first night in Port au Prince, we stayed at Matthew 
25, a hospitality center with an armed guard. The 
rooms upstairs overlooked a field, which just a year 
before was a tent city housing the homeless and 
injured, due to the 2010 earthquake. Matthew 25 
had been used as a hospital, in the aftermath of the 
earthquake. The dining room had been an operating 
room, with surgery done on the dining table. It was 
hard to process that I was actually in Haiti. I kept 
asking myself, how can this be…so close to the U.S., 
so close to where I live?

When you Stayed at the Rectory, What Was It Like 
Not To Have Running Water and Electricity?
Staying healthy was a focus. I didn’t want to get 
malaria, so there was a big performance every night, 
getting into bed under a protective mosquito net. 
Sleep was a pattern of regular interruptions; dogs 
barking at night, roosters every morning before the 
light. Eventually I was using ear plugs.

“Showering” was basically throwing water over myself. 

Mostly trying to freshen up, to rinse away the brutal 
heat of the day. The water came from a barrel in the 
rectory, which in the early days of our visits, was filled 
with water from a well, three miles down a dirt road. 
The reality of being a person of privilege was with me 
every day and with every shower!! My mantra was to 
just go with the flow.

How Are You Able to Stay Connected With Our 
Sister Parish These Past Years Where Gang Violence 
Has Kept Us From Visiting?
I have been involved in the St. Jean Baptiste (SJB) 
Scholarship Fund since it was founded in 2016. With 
the generous support of Holy Trinity parishioners, 
we have been able to grow this program. Beginning 
with the class of 2016, we have offered 50 students 
the opportunity to attend a range of post-secondary 
schools, tuition-free. Students are earning degrees in 
teaching, nursing, agronomy, law, and engineering.

Presently, 3 of our scholarship students have requested 
to come to the U.S. as part of the Biden-sponsored 
Humanitarian Parole Program. My dream is to have 
a photograph of us together in front of Holy Trinity 
Church. 

Mike, How Are You Changed From Having Been 
To Haiti?
The more time I spent on the soccer field, in the 
rectory, walking the dirt streets, I realized that 
everybody is just trying to live their lives, raise their 
families, whether you’re in Ansdeno or Washington 
D.C., living out their lives, the life you are given. 
Bloom where you’re planted and revere the lives of 
others. I was glad to be there and I pray that once 
again Haiti will be safe, and safe to visit.Mike Conway and Harry Gray
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News & Upcoming Events

Sunday youth group
December 3 | 10:10 AM, Walsh Building Room 399 
(across from Wisemiller’s Deli on 36th St NW)
All high school students welcome!

giVing tree continueS!
The elves were delighted to see how many tree tags 
were picked up. Thank you! A reminder that all 
items should be returned, unwrapped and labeled on 
December 10. You may also shop our Amazon Wish 
List bit.ly/3uJhA3a,  select from the Giving Tree Sign 
up Genius bit.ly/4a9pXpl or make a donation to the 
Giving Tree Fund (check memo should include Social 
Justice Giving Tree).

Shop For a cauSe
December 3 | After morning Masses
Our Christmas pop-up sale to benefit our sister 
parishes and the Migrant Familia will be December 3 
after the morning Masses. Baked goods, crafts, cards, 
Haitian coffee and more will be available in McKenna 
Hall. Cash, check and credit card accepted! Get 
started on your holiday list and shop for a cause.

FeaSt oF our lady oF guadalupe
December 9 | 3:00 PM, Church
Celebrate the Feast Day of the patron saint of Mexico 
and the Americas with the Migrant Familia. Mass will 
be followed by cookies with Santa in Trinity Hall. 
RSVP for Cookies with Santa

adVent prayer BookS aVailaBle
Advent Sacred Space books, which contain daily 
prayers from the Irish Jesuits, are available at the back 
of the church. You are invited to take one to pray with 
this Advent. These books are made available due to 
the generosity of those who participate in the Parish 
Pledge program.

iconography exhiBit
December 3 | 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM, Parish Center, 
1st floor
Holy Trinity’s Iconographers’ Guild 
presents the annual exhibit of their 
work. 

Learn more about Christian 
iconography and see the icons the guild 
members have written throughout the 
year. 

Icon: Our Lady of the Sign, Written by the hand of Jini 
Brittain.

praying in Sacred Space
Saturdays in Advent: December 9, 16, 23, 
4:00 -5:00 PM, Zoom
In this hour of prayer and faith sharing, all are invited 
to encounter the Advent scriptures in a way St. 
Ignatius gave to us in the Spiritual Exercises. During 
the hour, savor the contemplative silence and share 
with others who are seeking God’s presence. Come to 
one session or all — no preparation necessary. All are 
welcome!  Register at  trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/
invitations-to-pray.  For more info, contact Catherine 
Heinhold at cheinhold@trinity.org.

praying with the woMen oF adVent
December 7 | 6:30 PM, McKenna Hall
Come and experience the co-mingling of the 12 Steps 
with Ignatian spirituality. Share a simple meal and be 
led in prayer with the women who make Ignatian 
Spirituality Project retreats The Ignatian Spirituality 
Project invites those recovering from homelessness 
and addiction to experience God’s unconditional love. 
For more information, or to volunteer for the event, 
contact Catherine Heinhold at cheinhold@trinity.org.

ice Skating with the youth group
December 9 | 6:30-8:30 PM
Join Youth Ministry at Washington Harbour.
Cost: $16. Register: bit.ly/3sC9SaB
Contact Katie Laskey klaskey@trinity.org with 
questions.
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lgBtQia+ MiniStry deceMBer MeetingS
LGBTQIA+ Families and Friends
December 10 |  10:15 AM, Neale 
Room
Topic:Happy New (Liturgical) Year! 
What’s Your Wish?

LGBTQIA+ Ministry Men’s Discussion
December 11 | 7:00 PM. 
We invite you to join us in Brookland for cider and 
snacks. Please contact Joey at lgbtqia+men@trinity.
org for details.

yac MaSS and caFe
December 10 | 7:15 PM, St. Ignatius Chapel
The Young Adult Community will hold its December 
Mass this Sunday, December 10 at 7:15 pm in St 
Ignatius Chapel. All those in their 20s and 30s are 
invited to attend and join the potluck in McKenna 
Hall afterwards. For more information about the 
Young Adult Community, please go to trinity.org/
young-adults. 

a Sacred Space oF Final repoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery 
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity 
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org, 
or call (202) 903-2836.

chriStMaS caroling in georgetown
December 11 | 6:30 pm, Lower School Cafeteria
Come join parishioners of all ages for Christmas 
Caroling around the Georgetown neighborhood.  
Meet in the Lower School Cafeteria at 6:30pm to 
gather and pick up a song sheet.  No singing experience 
is necessary, only holiday cheer.  Afterward, Jay Keese 
will coordinate the firepit to toast s’mores and sip 
hot chocolate.  For information, email Sara Keese at 
swkeese5@msn.com

Volunteer Fingerprinting
December 10 | 10:30 AM, Upper School
Safe Hire Solutions will be at Holy Trinity School, 
Upper School Cafeteria from 10:30am - noon NEXT 
Sunday, 10/10 to take the LIVESCAN fingerprints 
of religious education volunteers, volunteers 
and new employees.  Fingerprinting and Virtus 
Child Protection Training is a requirement of the 
Archdiocese of Washington for child safety.  

Please contact Melissa Alshab at 
malshab@trinity.org if you are 
interested  AND please pre-register 
at the QR code at right.

Please be sure to include the following 
information on your registration:

Agency Authorization #: 9000016616
ORI #:  MD920523Z
Reason for fingerprinting: Child Care / ADW 
requirement 

Please note, you must have a Virtus account setup 
prior to the fingerprinting so your fingerprints can be 
properly sent to and received by the Archdiocese of 
Washington.  virtusonline.org/virtus/

concertS at holy trinity preSentS:
the thirteen
December 16 | Doors 7:00pm/Concert 7:30pm, 
Church
The highly-acclaimed choral ensemble “The 
Thirteen” return to Holy Trinity for a Christmas 
concert featuring choral masterworks under the 
baton of Matthew Robertson. 

Tickets information available at trinity.org/concerts

Morning prayer online
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated on Mondays and Fridays 
9-9:45 am via Zoom. All are warmly invited to join 
whether once, occasionally, or regularly. Go to trinity.
org/morningprayer for information and the link.
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Brian and Lori Alexander
Michael Arena
Lynnette Asselin
Jean Mckeon Baker
James and Mary Balow
Paul Lang and Joan Barron
Garrison Bell and Beth Bell-Leresche
Charles And Patricia Betts
Elaine Braccio
Mark and Stephanie Brunhofer
Paul and Mariann Budde
Carla Bunch
Bernadette Cala
Lawrence And Kristine Carr
Paul and Joan Cataldo
Satish Kini and Jennifer Choi
Nancy Cholis
Margaret Cloherty
Peter and Lisa Colaianni
Blythe Conway
Bernard and Rosemary Cook
Pierce and Marja Corden
Kevin Curran
Greg and Jodie Curtis
Mark Danis
Michael and Emily Dennis
Dale and Catherine Didion
Bradley and Kerri Edwards
Paul and Peggy Ehrhardt
Tammy Evans
Caroline Evans
Thomas Fahy
Katie Fallon
Marie & Brad Fennell
Linda Fisher
Alan and Elizabeth Gamba Steel
Joseph and Joan Gartin
Brian Gaul
Joe and Julie Gersuk

2024 pariSh pledge - thank you!

Robert and Regina Gramss
James Gresser
Peter Grinnell
Maureen Hagerty
Robbie and Rebecca Hancock
Robert and Caroline Harlow
Richard And Mary Katherine Hawryluk
Jenny Heflin
John Heneghan
Raymond and Carol Hoare
Lucy Hogan
Scott and Jessica Homa
Thad and Susan Huetteman
James Johnson
Ricardo Pizarro and Mary Lou Johnson-Pizarro
Peter and Mary Kadzik
Sean and Stephanie Kelly
Frank Musica and Kathryn Kelly
Paul and Pilar Kent
Charles and Michelle Krocker
Don and Stacie Leathem
Richard Lee
Christine Livingston
Thomas and Melissa Luxner
Emmett Lynskey and Bethany Karwoski
Robert and Maryellen Magner
Frank Marshall
David and Ingrid Matuszewski
Patrick McCormick 
Marilyn McMorrow
Elizabeth Miller
Elizabeth Miller
Eugene Morris
Kathy Murray
Katherine Murray
Kate Musica and Norman Kittrell
Juliana Nam
Eric Nicoll
Suzanne Noonan

Gerry O’Brien Jr.
John and Rachele Oh
John and Kathy Opitz
John and Teresa Orlando
Josetta Owen
Benjamin And Madge Palumbo
Everett and Barbara Patocka
Stephen Silvia and Jennifer Paxton
Jack Person and Michelle Person
Armin and Euhyun Pruessner
Irene Recio
John and Kellie Riley
Robert and Nana Rinehart
James and Blanche Riordan
Harry and Grace Rissetto
John and Victoria Salmon
Teresita Schaffer
Brian Schill and Elizabeth Schill
Rohan Sebastian
Scott Sherwood
Marie Shiels-Djouadi
Patrick Silva
Stephen Sinclair
Frances Spaeder
Joseph and Suzanne Spaniol
Michael and Mary Anne Stanton
Benjamin Pedersen and Jocelyn Starzak
Jane Stenson
Mary Sullivan
Mary Sutherland
Stephen and Marybeth Swad
Anthony and Anne Tambasco
Michael Terminello
Daniel and Laurel Todd
Melanne & Philip Verveer
Jay and Ginny Vinton
Laurie Wallace
Paul and Kelly Zegger

A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to all who have made a 2024 Pledge to Holy Trinity Parish! The below list represents pledges 
received through November 27. (If you made a 2024 Pledge as of 11/27 and your name does not appear, please 
contact Rock Schuler at rschuler@trinity.org. Note: pledges sent via mail or dropped in the Offertory basket will take 
longer to appear.)

your pledge tranSForMS children’S liVeS

This week belongs to Jolly Old Saint Nicholas, patron of 
children, whose official Feast Day is December 6th. We 
remember the story of how he saved three girls from being sold 
into slavery by tossing gold coins in their window, landing in 
three separate stockings (!), hung above the hearth to dry. 

Celebrating St. Nicholas recalls all the ways in which your 
annual Pledge nurtures the faith and lives of the children and 
youth of our parish. In addition to our world class school and 
our second-to-none Religious Education and youth ministries, 
there’s Shepherd’s Flock, an award-winning faith formation 
program for children and families with special needs, and 
our sacramental preparation programs for Baptism, First 
Communion and Confirmation. 

Honor St. Nicholas by supporting our youngest parishioners 
with your 2024 Pledge. You may offer your pledge by 
mailing your pledge card, emailing your pledge intention 
to Rock Schuler, Director of Stewardship at RSchuler@
trinity.org, scanning the provided QR code, or online at 
trinity.org > Give > Parish Pledge (note you can choose from 
2 forms, one for making a pledge only, and one for making 
a pledge with automated, recurring payments). Questions? 
Call Rock at 301-455-5437.

Your Pledge is a tangible way to Accompany 
our children on their faith journey as we live 
out our Mission Statement in a manner that 
honors St. Nicholas and blesses our children. 
Thank you!



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to 
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love 
and transform lives.

pariSh center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Saturday & Sunday : Closed

JeSuit StaFF

Pastor

Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

Ben Hawley, S.J.
(202) 903-2814

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

bhawley@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

pariSh departMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity 
School

Ignatian Retreats
& Training

Ignatian 
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Stewardship

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

moshea@
trinity.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

parishlife@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rschuler@
trinity.org

klaskey@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Martina O’Shea
(202) 903-2810

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas 
(202) 903-2804

Matthew Ogden
202-903-2827

Lisa Dittmeier / Helene 
Flanagan (202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rock Schuler
(202) 903-2843

Katie Laskey
(202) 903-284610
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

wedneSday 

thurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

week oF deceMBer 4, 2023

Pres. Biden, family & Country
Mary Charlotte Daniel +

Ann Gardiner +
Archie Smith, Jr. & John Kellebrew +
Jane Lydon +

Virgil Bradshaw +

Frederick Kirk+

Daily Readings

Tuesday of the First Week of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10 | Luke 10:21-24

Wednesday of the First Week of Advent
Isaiah 25:6-10a | Matthew 15:29-37

Memorial of Saint Ambrose
Isaiah 26:1-6 | Matthew  7:21, 24-27

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Gn 3:9-15, 20 | Eph 1:3-6, 11-12

Saturday of the First Week of Advent
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26 | Matthew 9:35–10:1, 5a, 6-8

Monday of the First Week of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5 | Matthew 8:5-11

Sunday, December 3

Monday, December 4

Tuesday, December 5

Wednesday, December 6

Thursday, December 7

FRIDAY, December 8

Saturday, December 9

First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7 | 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 | Mt 13:33-37
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 to Love and Serve the Lor..

At Georgetown Home Care, we believe great personal care takes a personal touch. That’s why we 

put so much thought into matching each client with the right Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 

Our services are available seven days a week, ranging from a few hours a week to 24-hour care. 

Services include:

> Assistance with personal care

> Transportation and running errands

> Medication reminders

> Light housekeeping

> Meal planning and preparation 

> Companionship

Our caring, compassionate CNAs can give someone you love the  

help they need to keep living at home. And that means peace of 

mind for both you and your loved one. 

“Now that I have a personal assistant,  
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The SMILE you want. 
The attention you deserve.

Currently accepting new patients

703.532.3300 | www.doughertyDDS.com
200 Little Falls Street #506, Falls Church VA 22046

GoldenGlow.org

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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DeCarlo’s Restaurant has moved to The Westchester!
4000 Cathedral Avenue NW

RESERVATIONS  202-363-4220
Open for Lunch and Dinner 7 days a week        Valet Parking Available 

1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2023 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32980315
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32980518
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32981415
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32980596
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32980396

