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The 10 Building Blocks of Catholic Social Teaching
By William Byron, S.J.

Note: Former Holy Trinity Pastor 
Fr. Byron died on April 9. Below is 
an excerpt of a 1998 article he wrote 
for America, the Jesuit Magazine, 
which is one of the most popular 
articles they have ever published.

1. The Principle of Human Dignity. “Every human being 
is created in the image of God and redeemed by Jesus Christ, 
and therefore is invaluable and worthy of respect as a member 
of the human family.”

This is the bedrock principle of Catholic social teaching. 
Every person—regardless of race, sex, age, national origin, 
religion, sexual orientation, employment or economic 
status, health, intelligence, achievement or any other 
differentiating characteristic—is worthy of respect. It is 
not what you do or what you have that gives you a claim 
on respect; it is simply being human that establishes your 
dignity. ...

2. The Principle of Respect for Human Life. “Every 
person, from the moment of conception to natural death, 
has inherent dignity and a right to life consistent with that 
dignity.”
Human life at every stage of development and decline is 
precious and therefore worthy of protection and respect. 
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It is always wrong directly to attack innocent human life. 
The Catholic tradition sees the sacredness of human life as 
part of any moral vision for a just and good society.

3. The Principle of Association. “[O]ur tradition proclaims 
that the person is not only sacred but also social. How we 
organize our society--in economics and politics, in law and 
policy—directly affects human dignity and the capacity of 
individuals to grow in community.”

The centerpiece of society is the family; family stability must 
always be protected and never undermined. By association 
with others—in families and in other social institutions 
that foster growth, protect dignity and promote the 
common good—human persons achieve their fulfillment.

4. The Principle of Participation. “We believe people have 
a right and a duty to participate in society, seeking together 
the common good and well-being of all, especially the poor 
and vulnerable.”

Without participation, the benefits available to an 
individual through any social institution cannot be 
realized. The human person has a right not to be shut out 
from participating in those institutions that are necessary 
for human fulfillment. This principle applies in a special 
way to conditions associated with work. “Work is more 
than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing 
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participation in God’s creation. If the dignity of work 
is to be protected, then the basic rights of workers 
must be respected--the right to productive work, to 
decent and fair wages, to organize and join unions, to 
private property, and to economic initiative.”

5. The Principle of Preferential Protection for the 
Poor and Vulnerable. “In a society marred by deepening 
divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the 
story of the last judgment (Mt. 25:31-46) and instructs 
us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first.”

Why is this so? Because the common good—the good 
of society as a whole—requires it. The opposite of 
rich and powerful is poor and powerless. If the good 
of all, the common good, is to prevail, preferential 
protection must move toward those affected adversely 
by the absence of power and the presence of privation. 
Otherwise the balance needed to keep society in one 
piece will be broken to the detriment of the whole.

6. The Principle of Solidarity. “Catholic social 
teaching proclaims that we are our brothers’ and sisters’ 
keepers, wherever they live. We are one human family....”

The principle of solidarity functions as a moral 
category that leads to choices that will promote and 
protect the common good.

7. The Principle of Stewardship. “The Catholic 
tradition insists that we show our respect for the Creator 
by our stewardship of creation.”

The steward is a manager, not an owner. In an era of 
rising consciousness about our physical environment, 
our tradition is calling us to a sense of moral 
responsibility for the protection of the environment—
croplands, grasslands, woodlands, air, water, minerals 
and other natural deposits. ...

8. The Principle of Subsidiarity. This principle deals 
chiefly with “the responsibilities and limits of government, 
and the essential roles of voluntary associations.”

The principle of subsidiarity puts a proper limit 
on government by insisting that no higher level of 
organization should perform any function that can 

be handled efficiently and effectively at a lower level 
of organization by human persons who, individually 
or in groups, are closer to the problems and closer 
to the ground. Oppressive governments are always in 
violation of the principle of subsidiarity; overactive 
governments frequently violate this principle. …

9. The Principle of Human Equality. “Equality of 
all persons comes from their essential dignity.... While 
differences in talents are a part of God’s plan, social and 
cultural discrimination in fundamental rights... are not 
compatible with God’s design.”

Treating equals equally is one way of defining justice, 
also understood classically as rendering to each person 
his or her due. Underlying the notion of equality is 
the simple principle of fairness; one of the earliest 
ethical stirrings felt in the developing human person 
is a sense of what is “fair” and what is not.

10. The Principle of the Common Good. “The 
common good is understood as the social conditions that 
allow people to reach their full human potential and to 
realize their human dignity.” …

What constitutes the common good is always going 
to be a matter for debate. The absence of any concern 
for or sensitivity to the common good is a sure sign 
of a society in need of help. As a sense of community 
is eroded, concern for the common good declines. 
A proper communitarian concern is the antidote to 
unbridled individualism, which, like unrestrained 
selfishness in personal relations, can destroy balance, 
harmony and peace within and among groups, 
neighborhoods, regions and nations. …

I am often asked what the difference is between a 
value and a principle. The terms are frequently used 
interchangeably. I like the “leads-to-something” 
implication of principle, while acknowledging that 
values, once internalized, will prompt people to act 
consistently with what they cherish and consider to be 
valuable—i.e., with what they judge to be worth their 
time, treasure and talent. Neither principles nor values 
lead anywhere if they remain abstract, embalmed in 
print, or are not internalized by human persons and 
carried in human hearts.  …
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News & Upcoming Events

Faith ForMation - thiS Week 
Sunday, April 28 | 10:10 AM
PreK-8th grade RE classes (Upper & Lower Schools)
Shepherd’s Flock (Faber)
Sunday, May 5 | 10:10 AM
PreK-8th grade RE classes (Upper & Lower Schools)
Shepherd’s Flock (Faber)

So otherS Might eat
Sunday, April 28 | After 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM 
Masses, McKenna Hall
Holy Trinity has been partnering with So Others 
Might Eat for overe 45 years. Please join Daryl Wright 
during Sunday’s hospitality hours to learn more about 
their many programs serving the DC community. 

neWly-Married couple Spring BleSSing & 
reception
Sunday, May 5 | 6:30 PM, Chapel Gardens
If you were married at Holy Trinity in the past few 
years, join Fr. Gillespie and his fellow Jesuits for a 
special blessing followed by a reception in the Chapel 
Gardens. Contact parishlife@trinity.org to RSVP or 
for more information.

Sunday youth group
Sunday, April 28 | 10:10 AM, Walsh Building Room 
399 (across from Wisemiller’s Deli on 36th St NW). 
All high school students welcome!

diScuSSion oF SiMon kent Fung’S podcaSt, 
“dear alana” 
Sunday, April 28 | 10:15 AM in the Neale Room
All are invited to join LGBTQIA+ Families and 
Friends in their discussion of Simon Kent Fung’s 
acclaimed podcast “Dear Alana”, the story of a young 
woman whose experience in the Church highlights 
the unique binds faced by queer Catholics.

youth group in arlington
Sunday, April 28 | 4-5 PM, Northside Social, 
Arlington
All teenagers welcome - Bring a 
friend & make new ones. Trinity 
will cover your first snack/drink!

RSVP by scanning the QR code:

parent Social thiS Sunday
Sunday, April 28 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
All parents are invited to a parent social this Sunday, 
April 28 hosted by Holy Trinity Faith Formation at 
10:15 am in Trinity Hall.  Come meet other parents 
and share your experience of raising children in the 
Catholic faith and how we might continue to support 
each other in this important work.  
We will have pastries, coffee, and tea. Childcare will 
be provided. 
Visit trinity.org/faith-formation/calendars-resources to 
RSVP or to request childcare.

nonViolent StepS toWard a JuSt peace in the 
Middle eaSt
Sunday, May 5 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
All are invited to join Fr. Joseph Nangle, OFM and 
Marie Dennis of Pax Christi for this important 
discussion.

A concerted effort to address root causes toward 
a comprehensive just peace in the Middle East is 
desperately needed. Courageous Palestinians, Israelis 
and their allies have already been building peace in 
the Holy Land with nonviolent tools – tools that 
could possibly lead toward the common dream of just 
peace and deep, lasting security for all. 

neW pariShioner Wine & cheeSe
Sunday, May 19 | 6:30 PM, Chapel Gardens
All those who have registered in the past year are invited 
to meet & mingle at this annual reception in the 
beautiful Chapel Gardens. Please e-mail parishlife@
trinity.org to RSVP or for more information.



holy trinity’S annual garden party
Friday, May 10 | 6:30 PM, Chapel Gardens
All are invited to a magical evening in the 
Holy Trinity Chapel gardens, featuring 
a festive reception with hors d’oeuvres & 
cocktails.

Tickets for the Garden Party are available at trinity.
org/garden-party-spring-awakening/. Funds raised by 
the Garden Party directly support the seven Holy 
Trinity gardens. 

If you are interested in volunteering at the party to 
set up, clean up, or make a dish, please contact Susan 
Gajewski at susan.gajewski@gmail.com
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htS Spring clothing driVe
Through May 2 - donations can be dropped off in 
the Parish Center.

HTS Spring clothing drive benefits children and 
youth in Selma, Alabama. Please bring in gently used 
or new clothes for kids ages 8-16. 

Highest Needs: undershirts & 
underwear, sporty wear, socks, 
deodorant, shampoo & hair care 
products. You can also make a 
purchase directly from the Amazon 
wish list by scanning this QR code:

the thirteen: BeautiFul aS the Sky
Saturday, May 18 | 7:30 PM, Church
The highly-acclaimed choral ensemble “The Thirteen” 
return to Holy Trinity for a concert featuring choral 
masterworks under the baton of Matthew Robertson. 

In this program, The Thirteen will explore moral 
beauty in three guises: the second World War, 
the American Civil War, and the women’s rights 
movement in America. 

For more information, or to purchase discounted 
tickets, please visit trinity.org/concerts

inForMation SeSSion on the Spiritual 
exerciSeS
Saturday, May 11| 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM on Zoom 
The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola are one 
way to come to love as God loves. Throughout an 8-9 
month retreat made in daily life, the retreatant can 
grow in self-knowledge, deepen their intimacy with 
Jesus, and grow in their practice of discernment of 
spirits. Join us for an hour conversation about this 
gift that God gave the church through St. Ignatius. 
Contact Martina O’Shea at moshea@trinity.org for the 
link to the online session.

intereSted in BecoMing a catechiSt?
Webinars Begin May 1
Join one of Holy Trinity’s “Becoming A Catechist” 
webinars via Zoom. We need Catechists and Helpers 
for the 2024-25 school year, and want to answer 
all your questions as you prayerfully discern if this 
ministry is right for you.

Webinars are scheduled next month: Wednesday, 
May 1 at 7 pm; Tuesday, May 7 at 12 noon; Sunday, 
May 19 at 7 pm, and Saturday, May 25 at 2 pm.
 
To register for a webinar, please scan 
the QR code at right, or e-mail Sandy 
Nguyen at snguyen@trinity.org

grieF Support groupS
Holy Trinity’s Grief Support Groups will begin 
meeting in May.

Spousal Loss - a 6-week session will begin Thursday, 
May 23 from 3:00-4:30 PM. 

General Loss - a 6-week session will begin Thursday, 
May 16 from 6:30-8:00 PM. 

If you have lost a loved one and would like to meet 
with other parishioners to process your experience 
through the lens of faith, consider participating in this 
newly forming group.  For more information, please 
contact griefministry@trinity.org or 202-903-2808.
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

WedneSday 

thurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

Week oF april 29, 2024

Susan DeConcini +
Rosemary “Rosie” Burke Dolan +
Cezar Ndzameyo +
Angelo Masucci +
Casilda Duluc +
Pres. Biden, Country & Family
Betsy Gibson Yarborough +
Rick Allred +
Jeanne Ross +
Toya Giacomini +

Daily Readings

Tuesday of Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 14:19-28 | John 14:27-31a

Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 15:1-6 | John 15:1-8

Memorial of Saint Athanasius
Acts 15:7-21 | John15:9-11

Feast of Saints Philip and James
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 | John 14:6-14

Saturday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 16:1-10 | John 15:18-21

Memorial of Saint Catherine of Siena
Acts 14:5-18 | John 14:21-26

Sunday, April 28

Monday, April 29

Tuesday,  April 30

Wednesday, May 1

Thursday,  May 2

FRIDAY,  May 3

Saturday, May 4

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:26-31 | 1 John 3:18-24 | John 15:1-8

holy trinity coluMBariuM: a Sacred Space 
oF Final repoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery 
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a 
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from 
the church. The Columbarium is open to all, and over 
half of the available spaces have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity 
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org, 
or call (202) 903-2801.

coMMunity Meal Sharing 2024
In addition to the weekend meals, the Social Justice 
Ministry has arranged for Holy Trinity parishioners 
to prepare, deliver, and serve a meal at partner 
organizations in DC and VA. Dates:
 
6/13: 6/13: L’ Arche (DC) On site meal for 8- Open
6/14: GMC Lunch (DC) To Go Meals for 60 - Open

If your committee, club, class, neighbors or friends 
would like to host one of these dates, please e-mail 
e-mail aklick@trinity.org for more information.

These meals are in addition to our weekend meals for 
the marginalized. All are welcome to sign up for an 
upcoming Saturday Supper - please visit 
www.signupgenius.com/go/May2024#

noVeMBer pilgriMage to Sicily 
Registration deadline: May 15
Father Ben Hawley, S.J., will be leading a Fall 
pilgrimage to Sicily which will visit important 
ancient Greek, Arab-Norman, & Jesuit sites in 
Palermo, Agrigento, Catania, Siracusa, Messina, 
Cefalu, and more. The pilgrimage will run 13 days, 
from November 3 to 15, 2024. If you missed last 
week’s info sessions, you can find out more about the 
pilgrimage by visiting trinity.org/pilgrimage

Morning prayer online
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated on Mondays and Fridays 
9-9:45 am via Zoom. All are warmly invited to join 
whether once, occasionally, or regularly. Visit trinity.
org/morningprayer for information and the link.



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to 
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love 
and transform lives.

pariSh center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JeSuit StaFF

Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Associate Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

Ben Hawley, S.J.
(202) 903-2814

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

bhawley@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

pariSh departMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity 
School

Ignatian Retreats
& Training

Ignatian 
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Stewardship

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

moshea@
trinity.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org 

mogden@
trinity.org

tacosta@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rschuler@
trinity.org

klaskey@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Martina O’Shea
(202) 903-2810

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas 
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Tabitha Acosta
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rock Schuler
(202) 903-2843

Katie Laskey
(202) 903-284610
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neW pariShioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
We invite you to join our parish. You may 
register at www.trinity.org/register or 
scan the QR code using your phone: 

rite oF chriStian initiation

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a 
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals 
who are interested in living the Christian life in the 
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the 
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to 
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in 
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact 
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825. 
Holy Trinity also offers RCIA adapted for children and 
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school). 
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgBtQia+ MiniStry 

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in 
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity 
of our community and more welcoming to those who 
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual 
and their families and friends. More information and 
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia 
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

pariSh paStoral council (ppc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our 
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the 
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to 
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish, 
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that 
identity and mission. Contact President Jennifer Dorsey  
at ppcpresident@trinity.org and Vice President Gail Louis at 
parishcouncil@trinity.org.



Go In
 Pe

ace
 to Love and Serve the Lord...

At Georgetown Home Care, we believe great personal care takes a personal touch. That’s why we 

put so much thought into matching each client with the right Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 

Our services are available seven days a week, ranging from a few hours a week to 24-hour care. 

Services include:

> Assistance with personal care

> Transportation and running errands

> Medication reminders

> Light housekeeping

> Meal planning and preparation 

> Companionship

Our caring, compassionate CNAs can give someone you love the  

help they need to keep living at home. And that means peace of 

mind for both you and your loved one. 

“Now that I have a personal assistant,  
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The SMILE you want. 
The attention you deserve.

Currently accepting new patients

703.532.3300 | www.doughertyDDS.com
200 Little Falls Street #506, Falls Church VA 22046

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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DeCarlo’s Restaurant has moved to The Westchester!
4000 Cathedral Avenue NW

RESERVATIONS  202-363-4220
Open for Lunch and Dinner 7 days a week        Valet Parking Available 

1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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