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Meet Father Jack Dennis –
“A Jesuit Priest For Normal Catholics”

By Father Jack Dennis, S.J.

My full name is John Murray Dennis, Jr., S.J., and I am 
named after my father, who was a wonderful dad and 
doctor, the Dean of the University of Maryland Medical 
School, for many years. I was born and raised, with three 
siblings, in Towson, MD, a suburb north of Baltimore 
City, by my mom (who is now a vibrant 98-year old!) and 
my dad.

I was educated in Catholic schools, from kindergarten (St. 
Mary’s Govans) through college (Villanova University).  
My vocation was born early in grade school, but really 
began blossoming in high school, at Loyola Blakefield, 
where I met and befriended many young Jesuit Scholastics, 
who were my teachers.

After college, I became a Jesuit Volunteer, in urban 
Philadelphia, working as a Community Organizer, 
in a largely forgotten neighborhood. It was the most 
transformational year of my life thus far, working hand-in-
hand with a community that lacked the most basic needs 
I took for granted:  water, heat, employment, and the like.  

I entered the Maryland Province of the Society of Jesus the 
following year, becoming a Jesuit novice for two years. I 
then studied Philosophy at Fordham University … taught 
Algebra and Geometry at Gonzaga College High School 

September 8, 2024                            Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Main Church
36th Street, NW

between N & O Streets
Washington, DC 20007

Parish Center & Chapel
3513 N Street, NW

Washington, DC 20007
(202) 337-2840

We invite you to share your gifts with 
others in our parish community! 

Offertory

trinity.org /HolyTrinity.DC @HolyTrinity.DC

Monday - Friday:

Saturday:

Saturday (Vigil):
Sunday:

8:00 AM — Chapel
5:30 PM — Chapel

8:00 AM — Chapel

5:30 PM — Church
7:30 AM — Church
9:00 AM — Church, Trinity Hall,  
and Livestream
11:30 AM — Church
5:30 PM — Church

Daily Mass Schedule

SacraMent oF

reconciliation:
Saturdays, 4:30 - 5:15 PM — Church

(DC) … developed communication skills at WWL-TV, in 
New Orleans … received a Master’s in Theology from the 
Jesuit School of Theology, in Berkeley, CA … and received 
a Master’s in Secondary Education Administration from 
Harvard University.

I have loved most of the places I have lived, and the ministries 

The future Father Dennis
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to which I have been missioned as a Jesuit, but the two 
I am probably most proud of are my two Jesuit high 
school Presidencies, at Loyola Blakefield (Baltimore) 
and Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School (Indianapolis).  
I feel I was able to make an institutional impact, as 
well as a personal impact, at each school.  I don’t have 
my name on a room or structure at either school; 
yet both Blakefield and Brebeuf Jesuit are indelibly 
etched on my heart.

I have also worked as the Director of Campus Ministry 
and Chaplain at Loyola University Maryland, for 
which I was well-suited. I loved implementing new 
retreats for the students and worked with both girls’ 
and boys’ varsity and club athletic teams, on the side.  
Spiritual Retreats are especially essential for young 
guys, as it gives them the license and opportunity to 
tap into the affective sides of their hearts – often for 
the very first time.

My international traveling has been mainly limited to 
El Salvador and the Dominican Republic, where I fell 
in love with the most extraordinary people in these 
two countries. St. Oscar Romero, the Archbishop of 
El Salvador, is my personal hero, and I often pray with 
and homilize from his writings on freedom, justice, 

peace, love and community.  Romero touches my soul 
in a way that no other saint ever has – he gifts me with 
life and light and joy and hope.

I never seriously considered being a parish priest until 
I spent a bit of time last spring assisting at the Church 
of the Nativity in Timonium, MD.  When you spend 
the bulk of your adult life in Jesuit education, the 
opportunity for continuous Sacramental Ministry 
becomes a bit elusive. At Nativity, I participated fully 
in a vibrant schedule of daily Masses, Weddings, 
Funerals, Baptisms, Reconciliation, and so on, and I 
found it all incredibly fulfilling.

I was both surprised and delighted when my Jesuit 
Provincial assigned me to be a Parochial Vicar, 
assisting Fr. Gillespie here at Holy Trinity Parish, in 
March 2024.
 
These past months have been a joy for me, as I 
have begun getting to know and love the ministry 
and community at Trinity. How could one not love 
suddenly living in Georgetown, and working in such 
a prestigious, impactful and loving ministry?  Each 
Mass I celebrate has its own distinctive spiritual flavor 
here, and I sense the real presence of Jesus – God’s 
Christ – in our work, our prayer and our presence.

I have always considered myself ‘a Jesuit priest for 
normal Catholics,’ and what I mean by that is that I 
am a simple man and priest who understands the joys 
and heartache we all go through in life.  I actively listen 
to what you share with God and me in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, and often think to myself: “Wow. 
That’s me, too.”

Thank you for welcoming me to this amazing 
community of hope and love. Thank you for making 
me feel a sense of belonging to your great and 
wonderful Holy Trinity Parish. Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart.

Father Dennis and his extended family

Farewell to Father Ben hawley, SJ
Father Ben has left Holy Trinity to take a new 
assignment at St. Francis Xavier parish in Manhattan. 
A farewell open house reception for Father Ben will be 
held on Saturday, September 28 from 6-8pm in the 
Chapel gardens.
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News & Upcoming Events

SeaSon oF creation
The Season of Creation starts September 1, the Day of 
Prayer for Creation, and ends October 4, the Feast of 
St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology. The 
theme for 2024 is to Hope and Act with Creation. The 
HT Green team invites you to the following events:

Eco Examen
Sunday, September 8 | 10:15AM, Chapel
Catherine Heinhold will lead an Eco Examen, a tool 
for prayer, reflection, and action to deepen our call to 
care for creation and the most vulnerable.

3rd Annual Green Fair: more than 18 exhibitors!
Sunday, September 29 | 8:30AM-1:30PM, McKenna 
Hall & Courtyard

If you would like to volunteer for the Green Fair, or 
if you are with a group that would like to interact/
educate attendees, please e-mail aklick@trinity.org.

Speak the truth in loVe: an online ignatian 
retreat in thiS election year
September 22-28, 2024
Registration Deadline: Sunday, September 8, 2024

As disciples of Jesus we have a mandate to love one 
another. How do we live as loving disciples in the 
midst of so much vitriolic rhetoric in our political 
discourse? How do loving disciples of Jesus respond 
to the outcome of the November 5 election if their 
candidate wins or loses? This retreat 
engages these questions and invites 
us to grow in the likeness of Christ. 
For more information and to register, 
please scan the QR code at right:

yac MaSS and caFe
Sunday, September 8 | 7:15PM, Chapel followed by 
McKenna
The Young Adult Community will hold its monthly 
Mass and Cafe on Sunday, September 8 at 7:15pm 
in St. Ignatius Chapel. 

All those in their 20s and 30’s are 
warmly invited to attend and join the 
potluck in McKenna Hall afterwards. 
For more information about the Young 
Adult Community, please scan the QR 
code at right:

lgBtQia+ MiniStry SepteMBer MeetingS
Family and Friends Ministry
Sunday, September 8, after 9:00 & 
11:30AM Masses, McKenna Hall
Parents and families who are or have LGBTQIA+ 
members are invited to stop by the table at the coffee 
hour to chat and see how the ministry can be there 
for you.
General Meeting
Sunday, September 15 | 1:00PM, Neale Room and 
on Zoom
Topic: Sharing our Stories as Queer People of Faith
Women and Marginalized Genders Group
Tuesday, September 24 | 5:30PM, Mass (Chapel) 
followed by meeting in Neale Room
Topic:  Kickoff Meeting: Faith Sharing and Fellowship
Men’s Group
Wednesday, September 25 | 7:30PM, on Zoom and 
Neale Room
Topic:  What We Learned at the Outreach Conference
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an inVitation to widowS in the pariSh
Perhaps you wish to live this time of your life in the 
light and the strength of the Resurrection. If you seek 
a deeper commitment to Christ, while remaining 
in your daily life of family and work, Linda Arnold 
and Sandy Crowley are pleased to share with you 
a group to which we have become committed, the 
Community of Our Lady of the Resurrection. 

This international association of women has made a 
commitment to Christ, to prayer, to each other and 
to living out of a conjugal spirituality. 

We will be having an information meeting on 
Friday, Sept. 20 at 12:30 at St. James Church Parish 
House, 905 Park Avenue, Falls Church VA 22046. 
For more information and to RSVP, contact Linda 
Arnold lma61844@gmail.com or Sandy Crowley 
thecrowleys1@aol.com.

regiStration For Fall Faith Sharing groupS 
now open!
You are warmly invited to join a small faith sharing 
group this fall. Participants reflect together on the 
Sunday scriptures and the ways they intersect with 
our lives. Trinity Faith Sharing groups will meet for 
one hour weekly for eight weeks starting the week 
of September 29 through the week of November 
17. Several time slots are offered, both in-person and 
online. 
Please scan the QR code at right for 
more info or to register for a group.  
Registration will remain open until 
September 17.

htS iS recruiting BaSketBall coacheS
Holy Trinity School is looking for basketball coaches.

If you’re interested in sharing your 
talents with athletes in grades 3-8, 
please reach out to Lindsey Greene at 
lgreene@htsdc.org. Thank you!

coMe Forth! how the Story oF lazaruS 
inViteS you to new liFe
Sunday, September 15 | 10:15AM, Trinity Hall
Join author Father Jim Martin, S.J. 
for a discussion of his book, Come 
Forth.

Father Martin’s book explores the 
story of Jesus’s greatest miracle—
the raising of Lazarus from the 
dead—and what Jesus means when 
he calls each of us to “come forth.”

Following the presentation, Father 
Martin will take audience questions.

Presented through the support of the Byron Fund for 
Adult Faith Formation.

SacraMental preparation For FirSt euchariSt 
and conFirMation
Registration for sacramental preparation for First 
Eucharist and/or Confirmation for children and teens 
is ongoing.  As part of the sacramental preparation, 
children and teens should also participate in faith 
formation through one of Holy Trinity’s programs, at 
Holy Trinity School, or at another Catholic school.  
For more information about the preparation process 
please visit our website or contact Anne Marie 
Kaufmann, akaufmann@trinity.org or 202-903-2832.

holy trinity choirS welcoMing new 
MeMBerS
We have resumed weekly choir rehearsals and are 
welcoming new members! There are several choirs to 
choose from - more information can be 
found on our website by scanning the QR 
code at right, or e-mail either jconnors@
trinity.org or mogden@trinity.org.

caMp trinity deadline: Sept. 8!
September 20-22 | Shrine Mont, Orkney Springs, VA
Camp Trinity registration deadline is September 8. 
We are already nearly full. If we reach capacity before 
the deadline, we will waitlist registrants 
and add them if space becomes available. 
Scan the QR code at right for more info, 
or e-mail us at: camptrinity@trinity.org
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

wedneSday 

thurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

week oF SepteMBer 9, 2024

Richard C. O’Brien +
Chris Sunds +
Graciela F. Pinheiro +
Bob Bennett +

Patricia Brodie +

John O’Connell +
Louise Coscia +

Daily Readings
alaBaMa pilgriMage 2025
Plans are underway for our 2025 Pilgrimage to 
Montgomery & Selma on January 10-12, 2025. The 
fee is $600 and participants are responsible for air fare 
and hotel expenses. Space is limited to 20 participants. 
You do not have to be a member of the Holy Trinity 
parish to participate. If you would like to receive more 
detailed information about the pilgrimage later this 
summer, please email aklick@trinity.org. Tuesday of the Twenty-third Week in O.T.

1 Corinthians 6:1-11 | Luke 6:12-19

Wednesday of the Twenty-third Week in O.T.
1 Corinthians 7:25-31 | Luke 6:20-26

Thursday of the Twenty-third Week in O.T.
1 Corinthians 8:1B-7, 11-13 | Luke 6:27-38

Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom
1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22B-27 | Luke 6:39-42

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Numbers 21:4B-9 | John 3:13-17

Memorial of Saint Peter Claver
1 Corinthians 5:1-8 | Luke 6:6-11

Sunday, September 8

Monday, September 9

Tuesday, September 10

Wednesday, September 11

Thursday,  September 12

FRIDAY,  September 13

Saturday, September 14

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 35:4-7a | James 2:1-5 | Mark 7:31-37

holy trinity coluMBariuM: a Sacred Space 
oF Final repoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery 
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a 
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from 
the church. The Columbarium is open to all, and over 
half of the available spaces have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity 
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org, 
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

Morning prayer online
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated on Mondays and Fridays 
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer 
for information and the link.

Saturday SupperS at Mt. zion
Saturday, September  14
Volunteers are needed to provide meals to guests at 
Mt. Zion United Methodist Church in 
Georgetown on September 14. 

Please sign up by scanning the QR code 
at right:



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to 
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love 
and transform lives.

pariSh center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JeSuit StaFF

Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

pariSh departMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and 
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity 
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org 

mogden@
trinity.org

tacosta@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rdehaney@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2843

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas 
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Tabitha Acosta
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rudy Dehaney
(202) 903-2846
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new pariShioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
We invite you to join our parish. You may 
register at www.trinity.org/register or 
scan the QR code using your phone: 

rite oF chriStian initiation

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a 
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals 
who are interested in living the Christian life in the 
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the 
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to 
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in 
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact 
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825. 
Holy Trinity also offers RCIA adapted for children and 
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school). 
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgBtQia+ MiniStry 

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in 
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity 
of our community and more welcoming to those who 
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual 
and their families and friends. More information and 
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia 
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

pariSh paStoral council (ppc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our 
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the 
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to 
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish, 
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that 
identity and mission. Contact President Jennifer Dorsey  
at ppcpresident@trinity.org and Vice President Gail Louis at 
parishcouncil@trinity.org.



At Georgetown Home Care, we believe great personal care takes a personal touch. That’s why we 

put so much thought into matching each client with the right Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 

Our services are available seven days a week, ranging from a few hours a week to 24-hour care. 

Services include:

> Assistance with personal care

> Transportation and running errands

> Medication reminders

> Light housekeeping

> Meal planning and preparation 

> Companionship

Our caring, compassionate CNAs can give someone you love the 

help they need to keep living at home. And that means peace of 

mind for both you and your loved one. 

“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The SMILE you want. 
The attention you deserve.

Currently accepting new patients

703.532.3300 | www.doughertyDDS.com
200 Little Falls Street #506, Falls Church VA 22046

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2024 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32981123
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32980511
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32980517
http://myParishApp.com


A
d

v
e

rtise
B

u
sin

e
ss

o
r D

io
ce

sa
n

.co
m

/
8

0
0

-2
3

3
-8

2
0

0
3298

1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro
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