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A Slow Walk Toward Justice
Migrant Team Accompanies our Brothers 

and Sisters in Need
By Mary Gibbons, Holy Trinity Migrant Team

The last Sunday in September is recognized by the Church as 
the World Day of Migrants and Refugees – celebrated since 
1914.

Soon after she crossed our border, three-year-old Aslihan 
entered a San Diego hospital—listless, dehydrated, and 
undernourished.

Her worried Afghan parents had carried the little girl 
through eleven countries—seeking both refuge from a 
reconstituted Taliban, and medical care for their daughter, 
who has profound cerebral palsy.

Early this spring, a call from Catholic Charities introduced 
us to this fragile family, then nearing the end of their time-
limited stay in a Maryland shelter.

When the Holy Trinity Migrant Team considers a family 
for support, two questions inform our choice: 

Do we have the funds to house a new family until work 
permission arrives? 

Moreover, do we have volunteer mentors to guide the 
family towards independence—to connect them with 
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affordable housing, resources for food, schools for the 
children, English classes for the adults, job training, legal 
advice, and—crucially—medical care?

This discernment is never easy; for Aslihan and her parents, 
it was weighted with the knowledge they would require a 
network of overlapping medical expertise: in neurology, 
physical medicine, pulmonology, audiology—and in 



specialties we knew we couldn’t predict.

Simple nutrition would be a challenge for this little 
girl, for whom swallowing is hard.  Countless hours 
would be required to untangle the options and 
restrictions of insurance accessibility, and applications 
for financial relief. 

With care, and a miles-long leap of faith, our medical 
team—our department of miracles—said, “Yes.” 

Aslihan has a customized wheelchair now, boosting 
her interaction with the world. Through the Children’s 
Hospital Complex Care clinic—and our team’s time-
intensive support—she has multiple physicians 
collaborating on her growth and potential.

She’s begun to gain weight. And she’s been evaluated 
for placement by a Montgomery County special 
education team—an unthinkable privilege in her 
homeland, which severely restricts most education for 
girls.

Happily, none of Aslihan’s challenges eclipse her sweet 
smile. None of her parents’ worries diminish the grace 
of their hospitality. We are always greeted with tea and 
pistachios or a thinly sliced fig, rationed and preserved 
in gratitude for our visits.

All the families we serve require medical support—
frequently after years on the rough road to safe haven. 
Mental health needs—sometimes stigmatized in their 
countries of origin—emerge once families finally feel 
physically safe.   

Our medical team, led by parishioner and nurse 
practitioner Mary McCabe, works nimbly and 
indefatigably—and warmly invites all those called to 
this ministry of care.

Our newest family are Venezuelans, in flight from 
their country’s violence and economic collapse. Upon 
arrival in our region, Mariana, Yoander, and three-
year-old Jhoannys slept on a DC street, outside a 
shelter whose beds were full.

News from their homeland is grim: family members 
have disappeared from chat threads on WhatsApp, 
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likely detained by their country’s merciless regime.

Here in DC, they are grateful for a roof above their 
heads, directions to food pantries, and a preschool 
that brings stability to a little boy whose short life has 
seen almost none.

Our team works only with newcomers adhering fully 
to US immigration law. But policies are in perpetual 
flux and laws can be inscrutable to those trying 
earnestly to comply.

We’re thankful for law firm pro-bono help, and for 
our partnership with non-profits, such as Arlington’s 
Restoration Immigration Legal Aid. But the need 
for legal services is overwhelming, and resources are 
scarce.

For families like Mariana and Yoander’s, work 
permission can come only after asylum applications 
are filed—and so we pay immigration attorneys to 
move the process toward that goal. Legal fees follow 
housing as our second-largest expense. 

The Holy Trinity Migrant Team took root in 2018, 
after parishioners visited the border—and came home 
to a milieu in which our faith’s essential mandate—
loving our neighbors—was occluded by a rhetoric of 
exclusion, and policies that were cruel. 

We began in the trust that the slow walk toward justice 
is best trod through deep immersion in the lives of 
those marginalized, vilified, or bereft. 

To this ministry of challenge—and of unflappable 
hope—we wholeheartedly welcome all, and give 
thanks for all gifts of treasure, professional talent, and 
valuable time. 

We have seen this work transform hearts, most 
indelibly our own. 

To find out more about the Migrant 
Team, or to donate toward their efforts, 
please scan the QR code at right:
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News & Upcoming Events

Holy trinity grieF Support groupS Meeting 
tHiS Fall
Family Loss - A 6-week session will begin Saturday, 
October 12 from 10:30 am - Noon. 
If your loved one has died and you would like to meet 
with other parishioners to process your experience 
through the lens of faith, consider participating in a 
grief group. For more information or to register, please 
contact bereavementministry@trinity.org or 202-903-
2808. If you are interested in knowing more about 
the bereavement ministry, please contact Lcolaianni@
trinity.org or 202-903-2808.

Holy trinity cHoirS WelcoMing neW 
MeMberS
We have resumed weekly choir rehearsals and are 
welcoming new members! There are several choirs to 
choose from - more information can be 
found on our website by scanning the QR 
code at right, or e-mail either jconnors@
trinity.org or mogden@trinity.org.

tHeology on tap
October 6 | 6:30PM McKenna Hall 
The Young Adult Community and the LGBTQIA+ 
Ministry are hosting a “Theology on Tap” social. 
Snacks and drinks (including non-alcoholic options) 
will be available as we discuss Genesis 2:18 - “It is not 
good for the human to be alone.”

3rd annual green Fair
Sunday, September 29 | 8:30AM-1:30PM, McKenna 
Hall & Courtyard
Make plans to attend the 3rd annual Green Fair this 
Sunday! This is your opportunity to learn more about 
solar, plastics, green investing, green burials, advocacy 
and more. Exhibitors will be in McKenna Hall and 
Courtyard following the morning Masses.

The St. Jean Baptiste Committee will also be on site to 
sell Just Haiti coffee!

Solar panel dedication
Sunday, September 29 | 10:15AM, Trinity Hall
All are welcome to gather in Trinity Hall on Sunday, 
September 29 as Father Gillespie dedicates the solar 
panel project after years of effort by so many!

And don’t forget to stop by the 3rd Annual Green Fair 
in McKenna Hall and the courtyard...

Speak tHe trutH in loVe: an online ignatian 
retreat in tHiS election year
October 20 - 26, 2024
Registration Deadline: Sunday, October 6, 2024 
The Ignatian Spirituality Ministry is providing a 
second offering of this retreat as we draw closer to the 
election. As disciples of Jesus we have a mandate to 
love one another. How do we live as loving disciples in 
the midst of so much vitriolic rhetoric in our political 
discourse? How do loving disciples of Jesus respond 
to the outcome of the November 5 election if their 
candidate wins or loses? This retreat 
engages these questions and invites us 
to grow in the likeness of Christ. For 
more information and to register, scan 
the QR code at right:
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SeaSon oF creation: a Virtual Journey
Pray As You Go offers a virtual journey for the Season 
of Creation, a short series to help you connect with 
God and the world around you. Please visit: bit.
ly/3BdE1kt to discover the series.

Holy trinity ScHool’S Fall claSSic
Monday, October 21 | Army Navy Country Club, 
Arlington
Join parents, faculty, and staff for a day of community 
building and fundraising for scholarships! 
Sign up for the golf scramble, pickleball 
round robin, and/or cocktail reception 
by scanning the QR code at right.

HtS SeekS HealtH oFFice SubStitute
Holy Trinity School is in search of a substitute for 
our health office on an as-needed basis. You would 
be working with PreK through 8th grade students. 
Training would be provided beforehand. This 
successful person would work as part of a dynamic, 
high-energy educational team and have strong 
interpersonal, communication, and organizational 
skills. Please contact principal@htsdc.org if you are 
interested.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to 
receive Holy Communion should speak with 
a Mass coordinator before the start of Mass. 
The Mass coordinator is stationed near the 
entrance of the Church.

alabaMa pilgriMage 2025
Plans are underway for our 2025 Pilgrimage to 
Montgomery & Selma on January 10-12, 2025. The 
fee is $600 and participants are responsible for air fare 
and hotel expenses. Space is limited to 20 participants. 
You do not have to be a member of the Holy Trinity 
parish to participate. If you would like to receive more 
detailed information about the pilgrimage later this 
summer, please email aklick@trinity.org.

FareWell to FatHer ben HaWley, SJ
A farewell open house reception for Father Ben will be 
held on Saturday, September 28 from 6-8pm in the 
Chapel gardens.

SacraMental preparation For FirSt eucHariSt 
and conFirMation
Registration for sacramental preparation for First 
Eucharist and/or Confirmation for children and teens 
is ongoing.  As part of the sacramental preparation, 
children and teens should also participate in faith 
formation through one of Holy Trinity’s programs, at 
Holy Trinity School, or at another Catholic school.  
For more information about the preparation process 
please visit our website or contact Anne Marie 
Kaufmann, akaufmann@trinity.org or 202-903-2832.

in tHe coMMunity: 

georgetoWn uniVerSity preSentS Walking 
TogeTher in FaiTh & Mission
Wednesday, October 2 | 4:00PM, Dahlgren Chapel

Georgetown University and Virginia Theological 
Seminary are co-sponsoring the visit to Washington 
DC of Bishops advancing global Anglican-Catholic 
ecumenism. 

The bishops are speaking on their experiences 
strengthening the bonds of unity in service to the 
mission of the church on Wednesday 
afternoon, October 2, 4:00 p.m., 
Dahlgren Chapel, Georgetown 
University. RSVP or obtain more 
information by scanning the QR 
code at right:
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

WedneSday 

tHurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

Week oF SepteMber 30, 2024

Edwin Boothroyd +
Tom Pollock +
Harold Niedermeier +
Pres. Biden, Family & Country

Buz Gorman +

Christopher Sunds +
Luke Hester +

Daily Readings

Memorial of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus
Job 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23 | Luke 9:51-56

Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels
Job 9:1-12, 14-16 | Matthew 18:1-5, 10

Thursday of the Twenty-sixth Week in O.T.
Job 19:21-27 | Luke 10:1-12

Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi
Job 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5 | Luke 10:13-16

Saturday of the Twenty-sixth Week in O.T.
Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17 | Luke 10:17-24

Memorial of Saint Jerome
Job 1:6-22 | Luke 9:46-50

Sunday, September 29

Monday, September 30

Tuesday, October 1

Wednesday, October 2

Thursday,  October 3

FRIDAY,  October 4

Saturday, October 5

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Numbers 11:25-29 | James 5:1-6 | Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

Holy trinity coluMbariuM: a Sacred Space 
oF Final repoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery 
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a 
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from 
the church. The Columbarium is open to all, and 
nearly three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity 
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org, 
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

Morning prayer online
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated on Mondays and Fridays 
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer 
for information and the link.

pariSH paStoral council
Wednesday, October 16 | 7:00PM, McKenna Hall 
and Zoom
Every meeting of the PPC is open to all and there 
is reserved time at the beginning of the meeting for 
parishioners to bring any questions or concerns they 
may have to the council. Any parishioner also may 
come to listen in to topics being discussed.

Holy trinity pariSH iS Hiring!
Holy Trinity Catholic Church is seeking an 
experienced and detail-oriented person to serve as 
our Database Manager and Gift Processor. Holy 
Trinity seeks an energetic individual to help us build 
a culture of gratitude to the generous and committed 
supporters in our faith-filled parish community. To 
that end, we need your help in processing, recording, 
and analyzing donor gifts and personal preferences.

For more information or to apply, please visit trinity.
org/jobs



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to 
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love 
and transform lives.

pariSH center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JeSuit StaFF

Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

pariSH departMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and 
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity 
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org 

mogden@
trinity.org

tacosta@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rdehaney@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2843

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas 
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Tabitha Acosta
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rudy Dehaney
(202) 903-2846
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neW pariSHioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
We invite you to join our parish. You may 
register at www.trinity.org/register or 
scan the QR code using your phone: 

rite oF cHriStian initiation

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a 
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals 
who are interested in living the Christian life in the 
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the 
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to 
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in 
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact 
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825. 
Holy Trinity also offers RCIA adapted for children and 
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school). 
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgbtQia+ MiniStry 

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in 
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity 
of our community and more welcoming to those who 
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual 
and their families and friends. More information and 
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia 
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

pariSH paStoral council (ppc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our 
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the 
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to 
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish, 
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that 
identity and mission. Contact President Jennifer Dorsey  
at ppcpresident@trinity.org and Vice President Gail Louis at 
parishcouncil@trinity.org.



At Georgetown Home Care, we believe great personal care takes a personal touch. That’s why we 

put so much thought into matching each client with the right Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 

Our services are available seven days a week, ranging from a few hours a week to 24-hour care. 

Services include:

> Assistance with personal care

> Transportation and running errands

> Medication reminders

> Light housekeeping

> Meal planning and preparation 

> Companionship

Our caring, compassionate CNAs can give someone you love the 

help they need to keep living at home. And that means peace of 

mind for both you and your loved one. 

“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The SMILE you want. 
The attention you deserve.

Currently accepting new patients

703.532.3300 | www.doughertyDDS.com
200 Little Falls Street #506, Falls Church VA 22046
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1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro
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