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Celebrating Black Catholic History Month

This weekend, we revisit remarks made by Linda L. Gray at 
the plaque dedication on Juneteenth in 2024. 

My name is Linda L. Gray and I am a member of Epiphany 
Catholic Church. My Great Grandmother was Mary Jane 
Thomas. She was a member of Holy Trinity and she is 
buried at Holy Rood Cemetery. She married Benjamin 
Williams. He was a member of Mt. Zion AME. They had 
8 children, all baptized at Holy Trinity. The oldest was 
Dorothy Williams, my grandmother. My grandmother 
married Lester Harris Sr. They raised 11 children at 
Epiphany. All my life I knew that my grandmother, like 
other family of members of Epiphany who are here with us 
today, were founding members of Epiphany and pillars of 
the church. They built and created an environment where 
religious freedom was no longer questioned or challenged.

It is so meaningful that we celebrate the religious freedom 
of our Black ancestors on Juneteenth. It is significant to 
me personally because my knowledge of the real story was 
limited. I knew that the segregation and racial practices 
condoned by the Catholic Church were the reasons 
Epiphany was built. I knew the mechanics of the story. 
I knew that this was a church we never thought about 
attending and that Black Catholics had no reason to be 
here. My Grandmother never discussed in detail what 
happened here. We were past it, had our own and we 
thrived as a church community for decades. It’s quite 
normal to shield children from harsh realities.
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SacraMent oF
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Saturdays, 4:30 - 5:15 PM — Church

A few years ago, I met Peter Albert and the members of 
the Social Justice Committee because they were involved 
in telling the story of Holy Trinity’s racial past. My mother 
shared information and documents, and we became 
involved in the project. Two years ago, my mother and 
I participated in the Pilgrimage. We visited Holy Rood 
Cemetery where some of my relatives are buried and then 
came to the church, which was the first time I had ever 
set foot in Holy Trinity. I will not go into detail what 
that experience was because everyone needs to have the 
experience but it involves putting yourself in the moment 
of time when there was no religious freedom for Black 
parishioners. 
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I could only think of my grandmother, a pillar of 
Epiphany and what she endured as a child and young 
adult at this church. It took me to a place where I felt 
anger, disgust, shame… I had some serious processing 
to do. 

While I was processing all of that, I realized that Father 
Kevin and the Social Justice Committee here had to go 
through the same emotions of anger, embarrassment, 
and shame to have the courage to expose the truth. 
This truth is ugly and painful. That saying, the truth 
shall set you free - it does. The truth hurts, it does. But 
the truth also has the power to heal. In my processing 
this is where my healing begins and I’m still healing.

Had I not learned the hidden truth of the treatment 
of Black parishioners at Holy Trinity I wouldn't have 
the newfound appreciation of the founding members 
of Epiphany. I see my grandmother in a new light. She 
was not just a pillar of the church. She and the other 
founding members were warriors, with unwavering 
faith. These were the people who exemplified, We 
walk by faith and not by sight. These are the people 
who stepped out on faith with no place to go. 

There was no church structure to move in to. It had 
to be built, and they held Mass wherever (in homes, 
in black-owned businesses in Georgetown, anywhere 
but here.) These are the people who believed that God 
would make a way out of no way. Their strength and 
resilience is a beautiful story that cannot be hidden, 
that must be told and must be celebrated appropriately. 

In 2016, we dedicated a plaque that recognized 
Epiphany as a church built by Blacks in order 
to worship freely. Former members of Epiphany 
celebrated with us. Our pastor was Monsignor 
Mosley. It was not considered a church moment by 
the entire congregation. The picture of the dedication 
shows one white person in the group picture. She was 
a co-benefactor along with my mother of the plaque. 
A few stayed on the sidewalk and in retrospect I know 
they were being respectful thinking that this was a 
moment for the ancestors and their descendants. 
They did join us at the reception and had a great 
time with our guests. However, most of the white 
parishioners walked out of church and walked away. 
It was embarrassing and disrespectful to our pastor 
who was Black, but it was also a realization and quite 

the reminder that most don’t know anything about 
the history of Epiphany.

Over the years we have embraced other communities 
in our church. We would be hypocrites if we didn’t. 
We enjoyed a French community for many years 
who always participated in our church bazaars. We 
have a Lithuanian community, and our most recent 
community to join is our Korean community.

While all things change, institutional knowledge 
should never be lost. The history of Epiphany should 
always be celebrated because it is a story of great 
faith. Next year Epiphany will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary, and it is my hope that the story of 
resilience, strength, faith, and church community will 
be demonstrated throughout the year and that Holy 
Trinity will be a part of our celebration. 

Thank you for the invitation and for making the 
dedication of the plaque on Juneteenth. Thank you 
to the entire Social Justice Committee for the work, 
the research, and the time it has taken to create this 
day. This is another emotional moment, but it is one 
of joy.

ecuMenical Prayer SerVice For the nation
Friday, November 8 | 7:00 PM, Church

On November 8, Father Gillespie will lead an 
ecumenical service, as we come together after the 
election to pray for peace and unity in this divided 
nation.
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News & Upcoming Events

all SoulS eVening Prayer
Monday, November 4 | 7:00 PM, Church
The Church remembers all of the faithful departed 
during the month of November. Please join the parish 
community for a sung Evening Prayer. Fellowship will 
follow in McKenna Hall. All are invited to bring a 
framed photograph of any deceased friends and loved 
ones to Evening Prayer. If you are unable to attend on 
November 4, please bring a photograph the weekend 
of Nov. 2/3 to be remembered in our liturgies during 
November. Photographs will be available for retrieval 
beginning on November 24. Please label the backs of 
all photos with your name and e-mail address.

Parent Social & Sharing SeSSion
Sunday, November 3 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
Parents of children in Holy Trinity RE programs, 
parents of children at Holy Trinity School, and 
parents whose children receive their formation at 
other Catholic schools or spaces are all warmly 
invited to a social and conversation this Sunday from 
10:15 -11:00 am in Trinity Hall. Come meet other 
parents, share about your own faith experience, and 
let us know how we can better support you. Brian 
Flanagan, who is on staff as a consultant in adult faith 
formation, will facilitate the session. Coffee, tea, and 
pastries will be served!

yac MaSS
Sunday, November 10 | 7:15 PM, Chapel followed 
by McKenna Hall
The Young Adult Community will hold its November 
Mass on Sunday, November 10 at 7:15 pm in St 
Ignatius Chapel. All those in their 20s and 30s are 
invited to attend and join the potluck in McKenna 
Hall afterwards. For more information about the 
Young Adult Community, please go to trinity.org/
young-adults.

ViSit with Social JuStice PartnerS
Sunday, November 3 | After the 9:00AM and 
11:30AM Masses, McKenna Hall
Social Justice welcomes tithe recipients and 
community partners during hospitality hours. Today, 
we welcome So Others Might Eat, Think Peace, 
San Miguel School, and Holy Family Hospital of 
Bethlehem Foundation.

inForMation SeSSion: the SPiritual exerciSeS
Saturday, November 16 | 11:00 AM, Zoom
The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola are one 
way to come to love as God loves. Throughout an 
8-9 month retreat made in daily life, the retreatant 
can grow in self-knowledge, deepen their intimacy 
with Jesus, and grow in their practice of discernment 
of spirits. Join us for an hour 
conversation about this gift that 
God gave the church through St. 
Ignatius. Contact Dan Cardinali at 
retreats+Dan@trinity.org for the link 
to the online session.

adVent ScriPture Study
This Advent Holy Trinity is offering scripture study 
groups to explore the two major stories of Jesus' birth 
from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Groups will 
meet on the following days:

• Sundays 4:00 - 5:15 pm in person
• Mondays 7:00 - 8:15 pm on Zoom
• Fridays 8:45 - 10:00 am in person

Please register online by Monday, November 18 
by scanning the QR code at right.  Groups will 
meet three times beginning the 
week of Sunday, December 1, and 
will continue meeting the next two 
weeks of Advent. Please e-mail Brian 
Flanagan at bflanagan@trinity.org with 
any questions.

Violence PreVention in youth
Sunday, November 10 | 10:15AM, Trinity Hall
The Social Justice Committee welcomes Tia Bell, 
MA, founder of the T.R.I.G.G.E.R Project, and 
Professor Eduardo Ferrer, Policy Director of 
the Juvenile Justice Initiative. Gun violence is 
the number one cause of death for youth in our 
country. It does not have to be this way. Join us in 
connecting with community partners working on 
this issue, raising awareness of the root causes & risk 
factors that perpetuate gun violence among youth, 
and learning more about the role you can play in 
strengthening and spreading the ecosystem seeking 
to prevent such violence.
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eMManuel: god with uS: an ignatian 
retreat in daily liFe
December 8 - 14, 2024 
Registration Deadline: November 24, 2024
Allow God to prepare your heart for the celebration of 
the arrival of Jesus into our world, Be accompanied by 
Mary, Elizabeth and Joseph as you are invited to live 
in hope, patiently waiting for God's 
promise of self-giving love to be made 
known in your daily life. For more 
information and to register, please scan 
the QR code at right:

hoPe For the holidayS
Saturday, November 23 | 10:00 AM, McKenna Hall
The Bereavement Ministry will be hosting a "Hope 
for the Holidays" grief session on Saturday, November 
23. Memories are the strongest during the holidays. 
The loss of a loved one is  difficult at any time, but 
holiday rituals and traditions can make it an especially 
stressful time.  Joy is in the air, yet we may not feel it. 
Join us as we provide a space for grieving individuals 
while offering hope and comfort. 

You are not alone. We are a community 
here to support you during what may 
be a difficult time. Please register by 
scanning the QR code at right: 

htS SeekS health oFFice SubStitute
Holy Trinity School is in search of a substitute for 
our health office on an as-needed basis. Please contact 
principal@htsdc.org if you are interested.

MoVie MoMentS oF grace - the holdoVerS
Friday, November 22 | 7:30PM Zoom
Join the discussion of The Holdovers, a 
funny, warm, poignant drama in which 
Paul Giamatti stars as a curmudgeonly 
teacher who is stuck with the task of 
supervising an ill-behaved student who 
is abandoned by his parents over Christmas and 
"held over" at his boarding school in New England. 
Watch ahead of time - see streaming option sat trinity.
org/ignatian-spirituality/movie-moments. RSVP to 
htmmog@gmail.com by Wednesday, November 20 at 
10 pm to receive the link to the Zoom discussion.

holy trinity Student reFlectS on Venerable 
auguStuS tolton

From Katy Williams, HTS Principal: Each year as 
November approaches, I feel especially lucky to be a 
religion teacher. The combination of All Saints Day, All 
Souls Day, and Black Catholic History Month gives me 
such rich opportunities to expand my students’ knowledge 
of both their faith and the world around them. The 
Archdiocese of Washington recommends saints to highlight 
in each year of Catholic education, in order that students 
learn of both greater and lesser-known saints, the process 
of becoming a saint, and the wide range of pathways 
towards sainthood. In the middle grades, each year one of 
those saints we focus on is part of the group of holy men 
and women we refer to as the Six for Sainthood. As we 
launch this month into a celebration of the holiness, and 
a recognition of the courage, of these men and women, 
I asked 6th grade Holy Trinity School student, Nathan 
Silver, to reflect on what we can learn from the life of 
Venerable Augustus Tolton:

Venerable Augustus Tolton was born into a 
Catholic family as a slave in Missouri on April 
1, 1854. In 1862, at the age 8, he escaped from 

slavery and devoted himself to a 
life of faith in Christ. He traveled 
to Rome and became a priest. 
After some time, he journeyed 
back to America, becoming the 
first African American ordained 
to the priesthood in America. 
During his life, he faced much 
discrimination. An example 
of this challenge is that while 
attempting to enter priesthood, every American 
seminary rejected him because of his race. Earlier, 
while attending an all-white Catholic high school, 
many of his peers would not come to school in protest 
against him.

At the age of 43, in Chicago, on July 8, 1897, he 
collapsed in a heat wave. He was rushed to Mercy 
Hospital and passed the next day. During his life, he 
became the first African American priest in America, 
braved through discrimination, and opened a door 
for African Americans and people of other races to 
become priests and leaders. We learn from him that 
transformation is possible from suffering. We humbly 
thank him for all he has done for us and all African 
Americans. Without him, Christianity would not be 
the same. - Nathan Silver, HTS 6th grader
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

wedneSday 

thurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

week oF noVeMber 4, 2024

Pres. Biden, Family & Country
Norman Odyniec +
Buz Gorman +
Virgil Huber +
Stephen C. Matula +
Michael Syphax +
Gail Umphlett +
Robert Gillanders +
Margaret Del Bene +
Elizabeth Schoenecker +

Daily Readings

Tuesday of the Thirty-first Week in O.T.
Philippians 2:5-11 | Luke 14:15-24

Wednesday of the Thirty-first Week in O.T.
Philippians 2:12-18 | Luke 14:25-33

Thursday of the Thirty-first Week in O.T.
Philippians 3:3-8A | Luke 15:1-10

Friday of the Thirty-first Week in O.T.
Philippians 3:17—4:1 | Luke 16:1-8

Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica in Rome Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12 | John 2:13-22

Memorial of Saint Charles Borromeo
Philippians 2:1-4 | Luke 14:12-14

Sunday, November 3

Monday, November 4

Tuesday, November 5

Wednesday, November 6

Thursday,  November 7

FRIDAY,  November 8

Saturday, November 9

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Deuteronomy 6:2-6 | Hebrews 7:23-28 | Mark 12:28b-34

doeS the church PerMit creMation?
Yes! In 2016, the Vatican issued guidelines clarifying 
that the church does indeed permit cremation with 
the following caveats:

•The cremated remains must be kept together, not
divided;
•The cremated remains should be entombed in a
cemetery, not scattered or retained.

The growing popularity of cremation and the rise of 
requests to scatter ashes in nature led the Vatican to 
update its guidelines in 2023.  The updated guidelines 
provide that:

•The majority of the cremated remains must
be placed in a sacred space, such as a church or
cemetery, but families may retain a small portion
of the remains to be kept in a personal place of
significance;
•Cremated remains should not be scattered, they
should be treated with sacred respect and kept in a
place suitable for prayer;
•Cremated remains can be comingled in a communal 
urn, but the identity of each deceased person must
be designated in a marker.

With the church’s cremation policy in mind, in 2019 
Holy Trinity restored historic Holy Rood Cemetery, 
constructing a columbarium there to hold the cremated 
remains of parishioners and others. Consistent with 
Vatican policy, entombments of cremated remains in 
the columbarium are overseen by Holy Trinity staff 
members. 
To date, approximately 75% of the 645 columbarium 
niches at the columbarium have been sold. Each niche 
holds two urns. To obtain further details about the 
Holy Trinity columbarium, or to purchase a niche,  
visit www.holytrinitycolumbarium.org, or call 202-
903-2801.

be a turkey trotter!
Help turn Thanksgiving into a day of gratitude and 
action! The Turkey Trot is the largest community event 
to fight hunger, poverty, and homelessness in DC. 
Your registration fees cover participation costs and a 
tax-deductible donation, too. Proceeds from the 5K 
benefit thousands of homeless families, single adults, 
the elderly, veterans, and people suffering from mental 
health concerns, by providing much-needed food, 
clothing, healthcare access, employment 
training, and long-term comprehensive 
addiction treatment programs. Donate 
or register at the QR code at right:



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to 
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love 
and transform lives.

PariSh center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JeSuit StaFF

Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

PariSh dePartMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and 
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity 
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org 

mogden@
trinity.org

tacosta@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rdehaney@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas 
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Tabitha Acosta
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rudy Dehaney
(202) 903-2846
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new PariShioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
We invite you to join our parish. You may 
register at www.trinity.org/register or 
scan the QR code using your phone: 

rite oF chriStian initiation

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a 
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals 
who are interested in living the Christian life in the 
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the 
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to 
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in 
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact 
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825. 
Holy Trinity also offers RCIA adapted for children and 
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school). 
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgbtQia+ MiniStry 

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in 
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity 
of our community and more welcoming to those who 
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual 
and their families and friends. More information and 
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia 
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PariSh PaStoral council (PPc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our 
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the 
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to 
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish, 
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that 
identity and mission. Contact PPC President Gail Louis at 
parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.



At Georgetown Home Care, we believe great personal care takes a personal touch. That’s why we 

put so much thought into matching each client with the right Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 

Our services are available seven days a week, ranging from a few hours a week to 24-hour care. 

Services include:

> Assistance with personal care

> Transportation and running errands

> Medication reminders

> Light housekeeping

> Meal planning and preparation 

> Companionship

Our caring, compassionate CNAs can give someone you love the 

help they need to keep living at home. And that means peace of 

mind for both you and your loved one. 

“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The SMILE you want. 
The attention you deserve.

Currently accepting new patients

703.532.3300 | www.doughertyDDS.com
200 Little Falls Street #506, Falls Church VA 22046
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1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro
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