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Adult Faith Formation for a Synodal Parish

By Brian Flanagan, PhD - Adult Faith Formation 
Consultant

The Final Document of the Synod on Synodality last month 
emphasized the importance of continuing formation for 
all the members of the church in order to grow in our 
own faith and in order to be missionary disciples who can 
share that faith with others. The Assembly wrote that “the 
formation provided by the Christian community [must] 
be integral, ongoing and shared,” and that “such formation 
must aim not only at acquiring theoretical knowledge but 
also at promoting the capacity for openness and encounter, 
sharing and collaboration, reflection and discernment in 
common.”

In this vision, adult faith formation isn’t like taking a class 
to learn new knowledge or a new skill, or to pass some 
sort of test. Rather, talking with each other about how we 
understand our faith and learning more about what we 
believe can be, itself, an act of prayer – a way of loving God 
“with all our mind” by providing a space for our curiosity, 
questioning, and dialogue about what we believe.

So much adult faith formation already happens in our 
parish, such as our book discussion group, social justice 
programs like JustFaith, and our offerings in Ignatian 
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spirituality. We hope that you’ve noticed in recent 
weeks our attempts at providing additional learning 
opportunities, like our panel on the Synod on Synodality 
and the session on Advent: More Than a Wreath we’re 
holding this weekend in person on Sunday and on Zoom 
on Monday. 

As the Adult Faith Formation Consultant for the parish, 
I’m working to continue in the coming months to provide 
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more options for exploring what we believe that are 
accessible, conversational, and relevant.

Accessible – we all have astoundingly busy lives. 
Whether you’re caring for children or others in your 
family, managing a busy professional life, or already 
participating in other ministries here at the parish, 
your time is valuable, and often over-scheduled before 
you even begin the week! We’re trying to provide as 
many options as possible to meet you where you are. 
You’ll notice that we’ll try to offer programming both 
in person and on Zoom, and we’ll be experimenting 
with different times, and varying those times, to serve 
the needs of as many of our parishioners as possible. 
That won’t always work for everyone, but we hope that 
we’ll be able to have a variety of times and modalities 
so that you always have options.

Conversational – the theologian Jane Regan, 
whose research specializes in adult faith formation, 
writes that “adult faith formation is not exclusively 
about information; it is primarily about providing 
opportunities, within a faith context, for adults to 
talk with other adults about things that matter.” As a 
Catholic, you already know a lot about your faith – 
probably more than you think! So while we’ll continue 
to invite expert speakers and folks with specialized 
knowledge to share that with us, we’re also aiming to 
prioritize conversations that allow us to think through 
our faith together.

Relevant  – “One of the main goals of faith 
formation,” Angela Howard-McPartland wrote, “is 
how to be Catholic when you're not at Mass.” We’re 
hoping that our faith formation opportunities will be 
of immediate relevance on your own faith journey 
when you’re not at Mass, as you’re asking your own 
questions, as you’re talking with family, colleagues, 
or friends, and as we discern together how to be 
missionary disciples. Specialized knowledge for its 
own sake is great, but more appropriate for academia 
– here at the parish, we’re hoping to give you the space 
to bring “life to faith and faith to life,” in the words 
of theologian Thomas Groome, and to give you more 
resources to think through our shared faith in a God 
who loves us.

giVing tree StartS Monday!
Giving Tree Tags will be on display beginning 
November 25! We are partnering with 10 
organizations this year. We ask that all gifts be 
returned to Holy Trinity by December 
15. Online Giving Tree donations and 
an Amazon wishlist can be found by 
scanning the QR Code at right. Thank 
you!

To make this successful, I’ll be grateful for your 
continued input and assistance. I’m always available 
at brian.flanagan@trinity.org, or to meet up in person 
or on Zoom, and would love to hear more about the 
kinds of programming and topics that you would like 
to see in our parish. I hope that you’ll join us for an 
upcoming event so that we can continue to grow as 
the synodal parish of missionary disciples that Pope 
Francis is inviting us to be.

global celebration For young PeoPle
This weekend | After Mass, McKenna or Rotunda

Come celebrate our young people this weekend! We 
will have a special prayer for our young people during 
the liturgy, and a meet & greet opportunity after most 
Masses. 

Stop by McKenna after the 9 am and 11am Masses, 
and the Rotunda Hallway after the Saturday and 
Sunday 5:30 pm Masses.
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News & Upcoming Events

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to 
receive Holy Communion should speak with 
a Mass coordinator before the start of Mass. 
The Mass coordinator is stationed near the 
entrance of the Church.

eMManuel: god With uS: an ignatian 
retreat in daily liFe
December 8 - 14, 2024 
Registration Deadline: November 24, 2024
Allow God to prepare your heart for the celebration 
of the arrival of Jesus into our world, Be accompanied 
by Mary, Elizabeth and Joseph as you are invited to 
live in hope, patiently waiting for God's 
promise of self-giving love to be made 
known in your daily life. For more 
information and to register, please scan 
the QR code at right:

adVent: More than a Wreath
Sunday, November 24 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall; 
Monday, November 25 | 7:00 PM, Zoom. 
Register at trinity.org/adult-faith-formation
Purple vestments, a wreath with candles, quieter 
music, and a new liturgical year: what do all these 
symbols and changes mean? Join Tony Varas and 
Brian Flanagan for a conversation about the liturgy 
and theology of Advent as we prepare to enter into 
a new season of hope, reflection, and preparation for 
Christmas…and beyond.

Praying in Sacred SPace
Saturdays in Advent: November 30, December 7, 
14, and 21 | 4:00 -5:00 PM, on Zoom
During this hour of guided prayer and faith sharing, 
you are invited to savor the contemplative silence 
and encounter the Advent scriptures in the way St. 
Ignatius gave us in the Spiritual Exercises. Come 
to one session or all — no preparation 
necessary. All are welcome! Register by 
scanning at QR code at right. For more 
information, please contact Catherine 
Heinhold at cheinhold@trinity.org.

Sacred SPace bookS For adVent
Sacred Space books from the Irish Jesuits which 
contain daily prayers for the season of Advent are 
available at the back of the church. You are invited to 
take one and use it as a prayer guide during Advent. 
These books are made available due to the generosity 
of those who participate in the Parish Pledge program.

MaSS With the Migrant FaMilia
Saturday, December 7 | 5:30 PM, Church
Since 2020, members of the Migrant Familia have 
gathered to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. This year, we will celebrate the 2nd 
Sunday of Advent together at the December 7 Mass 
at 5:30pm. Our tradition of cookies and dancing with 
Santa will also continue immediately after Mass. All 
are welcome!

iconograPhy exhibit
Sunday, December 8 | 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM, Parish 
Center, 1st floor
Holy Trinity’s Iconographers’ 
Guild presents the annual exhibit 
of their work. Learn more about 
Christian iconography and see 
the icons the guild members have 
written throughout the year.  
(Image: Guardian Angel, icon 
written by Dan MacDougall)

chriStMaS caroling - deceMber 9
Monday, December 9 | 6:30PM, beginning in HTS 
Cafeteria
All are welcome to go Christmas Caroling around 
the parish's Georgetown neighborhood. Come to 
the Upper School cafeteria at 6:30pm to pick up a 
song sheet and get prepared. No singing experience is 
necessary, only holiday cheer!  Afterward, we'll gather 
around the firepit for s'mores, hot chocolate, and 
other treats.

thankSgiVing day MaSS
Thursday, November 28 | 10:00 AM, Church
Thanksgiving Day Mass will be celebrated at 10:00 
AM in the Church on Thursday, November 28. (Please 
note, there will be no other daily Masses on Thanksgiving 
Day.)
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Why We SuPPort the holy trinity Pledge
By Bob Ewald, Parishioner

Holy Trinity is so much more to the DC metropolitan 
area than just a great Mass!  While we came to Holy 
Trinity years ago for the Jesuits' amazing homilies, we 
have stayed at Holy Trinity because of the critical role 
it plays in the national capital region. 

Whether it is Sunday Suppers for those less fortunate, 
or Social Justice grants, or the engaging speakers after 
Mass, Holy Trinity is so much more than your average 
parish.  

All of these amazing programs and projects take time 
and money to deliver.  The parish Pledge allows us to 
share our gifts in support of the entirety of the mission 
of Holy Trinity, with one simple donation. 

I hope you will join us in supporting Fr. Kevin and 
his team, as they deliver faith that does justice to the 
DMV.  Thank you!

The parish giving page and process have been streamlined 
to eliminate any confusion and make the process of 
pledging simple and straightforward. 

To give to the annual pledge, please scan 
the QR code at right, or visit trinity.org/
give

the land iS not our oWn
The Social Justice Ministry will host The Land is 
Not Our Own beginning January 2025. Join us in 
standing with Indigenous communities to protect our 
sacred land, air, and water. The Land is Not Our Own: 
Seeking Repair Alongside Indigenous Communities 
is a small group dialogue, spiritual reorientation, and 
entryway into a lifelong commitment to honoring 
God’s Creation and protecting Native rights. It is 
an 8 week commitment that will meet virtually on 
Tuesday evenings at 7pm. E-mail Ashley at aklick@
trinity.org if you are interested in learning more.

Praying With the WoMen oF adVent
Thursday, December  5 | 6:30 PM, McKenna Hall
Come and experience the co-mingling of the 12 
Steps with Ignatian spirituality. Share a simple meal, 
fellowship, and prayer with the women who make 
Ignatian Spirituality Project retreats. The Ignatian 
Spirituality Project invites those recovering from 
homelessness and addiction to experience God’s 
unconditional love. RSVP at trinity.org/ignatian-
spirituality/isp. To volunteer at this event, please 
contact Catherine Heinhold at cheinhold@trinity.org.

ShoP For a cauSe
Sunday, December 8 | After morning Masses, 
McKenna Hall
The annual Christmas Pop Up returns with more 
participants! Members of the Migrant Familia, St. Jean 
Baptiste Committee, and Maria Madre Committee 
will be joined by RE student bakers, Fr. Peter Gray, 
and more. Pupusas, Haitian coffee, chocolate, art, and 
crafts will be available in McKenna Hall following the 
morning Masses.

be a turkey trotter!
The Turkey Trot is the largest community event to 
fight hunger, poverty, and homelessness in DC. Your 
registration fees cover participation costs and a tax-
deductible donation, too. Proceeds from the 5K 
benefit thousands of homeless families, single adults, 
the elderly, veterans, and people suffering from mental 
health concerns, by providing much-needed food, 
clothing, healthcare access, employment 
training, and long-term comprehensive 
addiction treatment programs. Donate 
or register at the QR code at right:

reStoration iMMigration legal aid (rila): 
coMMunity Meal
Holy Trinity is partnering with RILA to provide a 
meal to 40 guests on December 2. RILA supports 
immigrants with low-cost legal services, even when 
they can't afford it - and is a valued partner to our 
Holy Trinity Migrant Familia. 

Please sign up to prepare and serve the 
RILA community members by scanning 
the QR code at right:



5

Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Washington, DC | www.trinity.org November 24, 2024



6

Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Washington, DC | www.trinity.orgHoly Trinity Catholic Church, Washington, DC | www.trinity.org November 24, 2024



7

Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Washington, DC | www.trinity.org November 24, 2024



8

Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Washington, DC | www.trinity.org November 24, 2024



9

Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Washington, DC | www.trinity.org November 24, 2024

Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

WedneSday 

thurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM

8:00 AM

Week oF noVeMber 25, 2024

Gary Vedder +
Charles Myler +

William D. Radford +

Rocco Cipriano +

Timothy Gurney & 
Morgan daCosta +

Daily Readings

Tuesday of the Thirty-fourth Week in O.T.
Revelation 14:14-19 | Luke 21:5-11

Wednesday of the Thirty-fourth Week in O.T.
Revelation 15:1-4 | Luke 21:12-19

Thursday of the Thirty-fourth Week in O.T.
Revelation 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9A | Luke 21:20-28

Friday of the Thirty-fourth Week in O.T.
Revelation 20:1-4, 11—21:2 | Luke 21:29-33

Feast of Saint Andrew
Romans 10:9-18 | Matthew 4:18-22

Monday of the Thirty-fourth Week in O.T.
Revelation 14:1-3, 4b-5 | Luke 21:1-4

Sunday, November 24

Monday, November 25

Tuesday, November 26

Wednesday, November 27

Thursday,  November 28

FRIDAY,  November 29

Saturday, November 30

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Daniel 7:13-14 | Revelation 1:5-8 | John 18:33b-37

holy trinity coluMbariuM: a Sacred SPace 
oF Final rePoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery 
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a 
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from 
the church. The Columbarium is open to all, and 
nearly three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity 
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org, 
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

htS SeekS health oFFice SubStitute
Holy Trinity School is in search of a substitute for 
our health office on an as-needed basis. You would 
be working with PreK through 8th grade students. 
Training would be provided beforehand. This 
successful person would work as part of a dynamic, 
high-energy educational team and have strong 
interpersonal, communication, and organizational 
skills. Please contact principal@htsdc.org if you are 
interested.

StuFFed aniMalS & cardS needed For iSP 
retreatS
Through the Ignatian Spirituality Project, our parish 
sponsors retreats for women in recovery from homeless 
and addiction. The gift of a stuffed animal and a letter 
at the beginning of the retreat is a welcome comfort. 
The ISP women's team is seeking donations of new, 
small (8-10 inches), Flopsie-style stuffed animals for 
upcoming retreats, as well as cards of welcome and 
prayer. Card guidelines can be found on the parish 
website. Please leave donations at the reception 
desk (by Dec 4), attention to Catherine Heinhold, 
and reach out to her at cheinhold@trinity.org with 
questions. Thank you!



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to 
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love 
and transform lives.

PariSh center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JeSuit StaFF

Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

PariSh dePartMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and 
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity 
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org 

mogden@
trinity.org

tacosta@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rdehaney@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas 
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Tabitha Acosta
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rudy Dehaney
(202) 903-2846
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neW PariShioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
We invite you to join our parish. You may 
register at www.trinity.org/register or 
scan the QR code using your phone: 

rite oF chriStian initiation

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a 
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals 
who are interested in living the Christian life in the 
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the 
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to 
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in 
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact 
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825. 
Holy Trinity also offers RCIA adapted for children and 
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school). 
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgbtQia+ MiniStry 

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in 
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity 
of our community and more welcoming to those who 
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual 
and their families and friends. More information and 
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia 
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PariSh PaStoral council (PPc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our 
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the 
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to 
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish, 
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that 
identity and mission. Contact PPC President Gail Louis at 
parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.



At Georgetown Home Care, we believe great personal care takes a personal touch. That’s why we 

put so much thought into matching each client with the right Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 

Our services are available seven days a week, ranging from a few hours a week to 24-hour care. 

Services include:

> Assistance with personal care

> Transportation and running errands

> Medication reminders

> Light housekeeping

> Meal planning and preparation 

> Companionship

Our caring, compassionate CNAs can give someone you love the 

help they need to keep living at home. And that means peace of 

mind for both you and your loved one. 

“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The SMILE you want. 
The attention you deserve.

Currently accepting new patients

703.532.3300 | www.doughertyDDS.com
200 Little Falls Street #506, Falls Church VA 22046

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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