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8:00 AM — Chapel
5:30 PM — Chapel

8:00 AM — Chapel

5:30 PM — Church
7:30 AM — Church
9:00 AM — Church, Trinity Hall,  
and Livestream
11:30 AM — Church
5:30 PM — Church

Daily Mass Schedule

SacraMent oF

reconciliation:
Saturdays, 4:30 - 5:15 PM — Church

Caring For Migrants And Refugees 
Is Not Optional For Catholics

by Rev. James Martin, S.J.

It’s amazing that this is even a question these days, since 
it was for so long assumed as a given, but why should 
Catholics care for refugees and migrants? More broadly, 
why should Christians?

The answer is straightforward. It is part of Jesus’ overall call 
to care for those in need, which finds special resonance in 
the Gospel of Matthew, in which Jesus includes care for 
the “stranger” as one of the litmus tests for entrance into 
heaven for Gentiles and, by extension, for all his disciples 
(Mt. 25:31-46).

In his public ministry, Jesus continually reaches out to 
those who are suffering: the poor, the sick, the hungry, the 
forgotten and the excluded, in examples too numerous to 
mention. He is frequently described as being “moved with 
pity” when he sees an individual or a crowd suffering or 
in any way in need. But more specifically, in Matthew 25, 
in a section often called the “Judgment of Nations,” Jesus 
says that if anyone welcomes the “stranger,” they welcome 
him. More pointedly, if you don’t welcome the stranger, 
you don’t welcome him. And how a person cares for the 
stranger, in addition how a person cares for the sick, the 
hungry, the imprisoned and so on, is the litmus test for 
entrance into heaven.

Now, there is some dispute about whom Jesus is addressing 
in this part of Matthew’s Gospel. In the Sacra Pagina
series of Gospel commentaries, Daniel J. Harrington, 

S.J., a noted New Testament scholar, suggests that the 
probable recipients of this message are Gentiles of Jesus’ 
time, that is, non-Jews. But as Father Harrington notes, 
the implication is clear for all of Jesus’ followers. “If good 
works to Christians are so important for non-Christians 
(and non-Jews) to perform, how much more are they to 
be expected from Christians (and Jews)!” The exclamation 
point is from Father Harrington.

Nations have the right to protect their borders, broadly 
speaking. But this does not absolve the Christians within 
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those borders from doing all they can to help migrants 
and refugees. To stand with them. To take their side. 
And telling them “Go home!” is not what Jesus had 
in mind.

The desire to protect national borders does not 
outweigh Jesus’ clear command to help the stranger. 
Nor does the difficulty of the venture: Jesus’ commands 
are not meant to apply simply when it’s easy to do so. 
If that were so, it would be excusable to ignore whole 
groups of people that Jesus asks us to help. It’s often 
a great challenge to provide for the poor, to feed the 
hungry, to visit those in prison and to care for the 
sick. Obviously, caring for large numbers of refugees 
and migrants is a burden (which is often greater for 
poorer countries). Christians are supposed to do it 
anyway. Difficulties, logistics or complications do not 
negate Jesus’ commands.

Jesus’ words also find their roots farther back, in the 
Old Testament. In the Book of Exodus, God tells 
the people of Israel, “You shall not oppress a resident 
alien; you know the heart of an alien, for you were 
aliens in the land of Egypt” (Ex 23:9). So care for 
the “alien” does not originate in Jesus. But he deepens 
that call, personalizes it and offers it as the clearest test 
for entrance into the reign of God.

Tactics like mass deportation, therefore, are completely 
anathema to Catholic social teaching and contrary 
to the Gospel call to care for the needy. The recently 
named Archbishop of Washington, Cardinal Robert 
W. McElroy, called that possibility “incompatible 
with church doctrine,” and Pope Francis called 
it “a disgrace.” Such strong language reflects the 
fundamental requirement to care for the poor and 
needy, as commanded by Jesus over and over.

But Jesus’ casting of himself as the “stranger” is rooted 
not only in his deep knowledge of the Torah, but in 
his own experience. As many have pointed out, Jesus 
himself was once a refugee, along with Mary and 
Joseph. The narrative known as the Flight into Egypt, 
which follows the Nativity in Matthew’s Gospel, 
recounts the story of Joseph being told in a dream 
to flee Nazareth, and travel to Egypt, to escape the 
murderous designs of King Herod, whose plan was to 
kill children around Jesus’ age (Mt 2:13-23).

As a result, the Holy Family fits the now-classic 
definition of the refugee as a person fleeing their 
homeland out of a “well-founded fear of being 
persecuted.”

There have been numerous attempts to downplay 
or deny the refugee and migrant status of the Holy 
Family. Some argue that since the Holy Family was 
still traveling within the Roman Empire, they never 
left their home country. Yet the residents of Galilee 
would certainly not have considered Egypt as their 
homeland. Besides, as Father Harrington points out 
in the Sacra Pagina commentaries, Egypt was not 
under the jurisdiction of Herod at the time, so this 
would have been seen as fleeing into a new land, out 
of “well founded” fear.

In his apostolic constitution on migrants and refugees, 
“Exsul Familia Nazarethana,” published in 1952, 
Pope Pius XII makes this point clearly. “The émigré 
Holy Family of Nazareth, fleeing into Egypt, is the 
archetype of every refugee family. Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph, living in exile in Egypt to escape the fury of 
an evil king are, for all times and all places, the models 
and protectors of every migrant, alien and refugee 
who, whether compelled by fear of persecution or 
want, is forced to leave his native land, his beloved 
parents and relatives, his close friends, and to seek a 
foreign soil.”

Pope Benedict XVI was even more direct. In his 
Angelus for Jan. 16, 2011, he said, “Jesus’ parents 
were also obliged to flee from their country and seek 
refuge in Egypt, to save the life of their Child: the 
Messiah, the Son of God, was a refugee.”

So let us finally put to rest that the migrant and refugee 
are somehow outside of the call to follow Jesus as a 
disciple. A refugee or migrant is not simply the one 
whom Jesus asks us specifically to care for. Each one is 
something much more: Jesus himself.

This article was originally published in America, the 
Jesuit magazine, americamagazine.org. Reprinted with 

permission.

Holy trinity'S Migrant FaMilia
We invite you to consider where you may be called to 
act with and for our families in the coming months. 
We now accompany 28 families from 13 countries, 
and all are pursuing a legal pathway 
to life in the United States.  To learn 
about volunteer opportunities, please 
e-mail migrantteam@trinity.org. To 
donateto the Migrant Support Fund, 
please scan the QR code at right:
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News & Upcoming Events

Being Seen, Being Heard, Being accepted:
an ignatian retreat For our lgBtQia+ coMMunity

Saturday, February 15 | 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, 
McKenna Hall
Registration deadline: February 11
How would you live if you really believed you are 
created in the image of God? A God who sees you, 
hears you, and accepts you just as you are and invites 
you into abundant life. You are invited to gather in 
community to pray with sacred texts, share in small 
and large groups, and listen to members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community share their reflections on 
our gifts and our reasons for hope during this Jubilee 
year.  Register at trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/being-
seen-being-heard-being-accepted. Questions? Contact 
Catherine Heinhold at cheinhold@trinity.org.

BereaVeMent MiniStry Support groupS
Beginning March 6 
February is often celebrated as the Month of Love - a 
time to express appreciation and care for those around 
us. While it is filled with reminders of love, joy, and 
connection, it can also be a difficult time for those 
who are grieving the loss of a loved one.  If you find 
yourself struggling this month, know that you are not 
alone. God's love is ever-present, offering comfort in 
the midst of sorrow. Psalm 34:18 reminds us, "The 
Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those 
who are curshed in spirit." As a church family, we are 
here to walk alongside you. 

The bereavement ministry will be offering a six week 
spousal grief support group beginning on Thursday, 
March 6 and will run through April 10. The group 
will meet from 3:00 pm to 4:15 pm. These sessions 
will provide a safe and confidential place for sharing 
struggles with grief.  It will provide patterns in 
the grieving experience and ideas for coping. To 
register or for more information, please e-mail Lisa 
at bereavementministry@trinity.org or call 202-903-
2808.

lgBtQia+ MiniStry 
Family & Friends Ministry
Sunday, February 9 | 10:15 AM, Neale 
Room
Members of LGBTQIA+ families, and 
family members of LGBTQIA+ folks gather for 
discussion and support. All are welcome.

Help uS Keep our pariSH recordS updated!
Holy Trinity has begun e-mailung parishioners to 
verify and update contact information in our records. 
The e-mail will come from development@trinity.org 

When you receive our e-mail, please review your 
information and provide any necessary corrections. 
Your prompt response will help us maintain accurate 
records and serve our parish community more 
effectively. 

If you have any questions or need assistance, don’t 
hesitate to contact Christopher Dake, our Director of 
Advancement and Stewardship, at cdake@trinity.org 
or 202-903-2837. Thank you! 

Winter neW pariSHioner orientation
Sunday, February 9 | 4:00 PM, McKenna Hall
If you are new to the parish or simply want to 
know more about our ministries, please join us 
for our winter new parishioner orientation. Light 
refreshments will be served. Children are welcome. 
RSVP is appreciated, but not required. Please contact 
parishlife@trinity.org with any questions.

trinity FaitH SHaring groupS - lent
Are you looking for a way to grow in your faith, 
prayerfully engage with Lenten scriptures, reflect 
with fellow parishioners, and deepen your ability to 
see God in all things? Join a Trinity Faith Sharing 
Group this Lent! Groups begin weekly meeting 
before Ash Wednesday (week of February 23) and 
continue through the week of April 13. Learn more 
and register at trinity.org/faithsharing. 
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incarcerated & returning citizenS MiniStry

Over the past year, a group of parishioners has been 
exploring relationships with the Frederick Douglass 
Project, Freedom house and Friends of Guest House. 
Through the Frederick Douglass Project parishioners 
are invited to visit the DC Jail in person for a 
conversation with the incarcerated men and women. 

We will participate in person with Bent Correctional  
on March 24 from 1-3:30pm. To sign up, scan the 
QR code at right and indicate you are 
with Holy Trinity. If you would like to 
join the e-mail list for updates on this 
work, please e-mail aklick@trinity.org.

2nd annual “liFt eVery Voice & Sing” concert
Friday, February 28 | 7:00 PM, Church

Students from The Duke Ellington School of the Arts 
Vocal Department perform under the direction of 
Dr. Patrick Lundy in a celebration of Black History 
Month

Admission is free; your donation is welcome at the 
door.

adVocacy WorKSHop WitH crS
We are working with Catholic Relief Services to offer 
an advocacy workshop on February 22 from 9am-
12pm at Holy Trinity. 

If you would like to learn more about 
the workshop or register, please scan 
the QR code at right:

titHe rFpS aVailaBle
2024-25 marks the 41st year that Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church has set aside a percentage of its 
income to address social justice concerns within the 
Archdiocese of Washington and the surrounding area. 
The Tithe Program seeks to address root causes of 
social justice issues across the DMV. 

Application guidelines and deadlines for small and 
large grants are available on our website: trinity.org/
social-justice/tithe/. For more information, please 
e-mail aklick@trinity.org. Thank you.

pariSH loSt & Found
Numerous items get left behind after Mass and parish 
events - umbrellas, hats, reading glasses, etc. The 
parish lost & found is located in the sacristy behind 
the main Church. 
Due to space concerns, the lost and found is cleaned 
out monthly, with items being donated. Thank you! 

Morning prayer online
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated on Mondays and Fridays 
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer 
for information and the link.

lenten retreat: draWn FroM tHe Spiritual 
exerciSeS
March 2 - April 12, 2025
Registration Deadline: February 16, 2025
This individually directed online/in-person retreat is 
intended for individuals who are familiar with prayer 
in the Ignatian way and seek to spend six weeks 
entering more deeply into the rhythm of the Spiritual 
Exercises. 

Individuals who make this retreat have made at least 
one Ignatian retreat previously or the full Spiritual 
Exercises. Register at trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/
a-lenten-retreat/. Questions? Contact Debbie at 
retreats+debbie@trinity.org.

MontHly SerVice opportunitieS
Volunteers are needed at our monthly hospitality for 
the marginalized at Mt. Zion. 
• February 23: Monthly casserole collection 

for SOME and Fr. McKenna Center www.
signupgenius.com/go/Community2024#

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to 
receive Holy Communion should speak with 
a Mass coordinator before the start of Mass. 
The Mass coordinator is stationed near the 
entrance of the Church.
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

WedneSday 

tHurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

WeeK oF FeBruary 10, 2025

Virginia Vinton
Buz Gorman +

Paul Crum +

Richard John Cozza +

Daily Readings

Holy trinity coluMBariuM: a Sacred Space 
oF Final repoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery 
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a 
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from 
the church. The Columbarium is open to all, and 
nearly three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity 
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org, 
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

Tuesday of the Fifth Week in O.T.
Genesis 1:20—2:4a | Mark 7:1-13

Wednesday of the Fifth Week in O.T.
Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-17 | Mark 7:14-23

Thursday of the Fifth Week in O.T.
Genesis 2:18-25 | Mark 7:24-30

Memorial of Saints Cyril, Monk, & Methodius
Genesis 3:1-8 | Mark 7:31-37

Saturday of the Fifth Week in O.T.
Genesis 3:9-24 | Mark 8:1-10

Memorial of Saint Scholastica
Genesis 1:1-19 | Mark 6:53-56

Sunday, February 9

Monday, February 10

Tuesday, February 11

Wednesday, February 12

Thursday,  February 13

FRIDAY,  February 14

Saturday, February 15

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8 | 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 | Luke 5:1-11

The parish giving page and process have been 
streamlined to eliminate any confusion and 
make the process of pledging simple and 
straightforward. 

To give to the annual pledge, 
please scan the QR code at right, 
or visit trinity.org/give

Thank you!

Holy trinity pariSH & ScHool are Hiring

Holy Trinity Parish is hiring for the following 
positions:
• Director of Ignatian Training Programs
• Campaign Manager
• Assistant to the Pastor

Holy Trinity School is hiring for the following 
position:
• Kindergarten Homeroom Teacher

Please visit trinity.org/jobs for full descriptions and 
application instructions. 



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to 
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love 
and transform lives.

pariSH center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JeSuit StaFF

Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

pariSH departMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and 
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity 
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org 

mogden@
trinity.org

tacosta@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rdehaney@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas 
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Tabitha Acosta
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rudy Dehaney
(202) 903-2846
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neW pariSHioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
We invite you to join our parish. You may 
register at www.trinity.org/register or 
scan the QR code using your phone: 

order oF cHriStian initiation

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a 
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals 
who are interested in living the Christian life in the 
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the 
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to 
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in 
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact 
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825. 
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and 
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school). 
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgBtQia+ MiniStry 

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in 
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity 
of our community and more welcoming to those who 
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual 
and their families and friends. More information and 
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia 
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

pariSH paStoral council (ppc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our 
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the 
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to 
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish, 
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that 
identity and mission. Contact PPC President Gail Louis at 
parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.



At Georgetown Home Care, we believe great personal care takes a personal touch. That’s why we 

put so much thought into matching each client with the right Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 

Our services are available seven days a week, ranging from a few hours a week to 24-hour care. 

Services include:

> Assistance with personal care

> Transportation and running errands

> Medication reminders

> Light housekeeping

> Meal planning and preparation 

> Companionship

Our caring, compassionate CNAs can give someone you love the 

help they need to keep living at home. And that means peace of 

mind for both you and your loved one. 

“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The SMILE you want. 
The attention you deserve.

Currently accepting new patients

703.532.3300 | www.doughertyDDS.com
200 Little Falls Street #506, Falls Church VA 22046

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro

by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro
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