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Ephphetha: That Is, Be Opened 
by Anne Koester

Christian Initiation of Adults Coordinator

On Holy Saturday morning, we will celebrate the 
“preparation rites” with our Elect, who will be baptized that 
night at the Easter Vigil.  There are two such preparation 
rites pulled forward from earlier centuries.  

First, in the ancient Church, Christians shared the Creed 
with those seeking baptism shortly before their initiation 
into the Church.  On Holy Saturday morning, those to be 
baptized recited the Creed, symbolically making it their 
own as they prepared to become members of the Body of 
Christ.  

Second, by the 7th century, there is also evidence of a 
ritual called the ephphetha, an Aramaic word that means 
"be opened."  (Aramaic was one of the Semitic languages 
at the time of Jesus; it was closely related to Hebrew.)   

Mark 7:31-37 provides the scriptural foundation for this 
rite.  In this passage, people bring a deaf man with a speech 
impediment to Jesus.  Jesus puts his fingers in the man's 
ears and touches his tongue, and says, "ephphetha."  The 
man is able to hear and speak plainly.  Christians found this 
account compelling and incorporated it into pre-baptismal 
rituals (which also included an anointing with the oil of 

WEDNESDAY OF  HOLY  WEEK  -  APRIL  16

7:00 PM Lenten Parish Reconciliation Service with 
Individual Confession (Church)

HOLY  THURSDAY  -  APRIL  17

9:00 AM Morning Prayer

8:00 PM Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(Church & Livestream)

GOOD FRIDAY  -  APRIL  18

9:00 AM Morning Prayer

4:00 PM Stations of the Cross (Church)

8:00 PM Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion  
(Church & Livestream)

HOLY SATURDAY  -  APRIL  19

9:00 AM Morning Prayer and Preparation Rites  
(Church)

12:00 PM Holy Saturday Prayer Service (Holy Rood 
Cemetery)

8:00 PM The Great Easter Vigil (Church & Livestream)

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION
OF THE LORD  -  APRIL  20

7:30 AM Mass (Church) 

9:30 AM Mass (Church & Trinity Hall)  
*Please note the 9:30 AM Mass time

10:00 AM Mass at Holy Rood Cemetery

11:30 AM Mass (Church, Trinity Hall, & Livestream) 
*Please note the additional Trinity Hall Mass

N.B.: there is no 5:30pm Mass on Easter Sunday
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STRATEGIES FOR SURVIVAL AND FINDING WORK 
AFTER JOB LOSS
Wednesdays | 4:15 PM, Parish Center Library
Please join us for weekly sessions for those who have 
lost their jobs, continuing through the end of May. 

Sessions will take place in person in the Parish Center 
library from 4:15 - 5:15 pm, and will be facilitated by 
Marie Raber, MSW, PhD, and other volunteers from 
our parish. 

You are warmly invited to stay for 5:30 pm Mass 
each week in the chapel following these sessions. 
Please register ahead of time at trinity.org/adult-faith-
formation. For more information, please e-mail Brian 
Flanagan  at bflanagan@trinity.org. Thank you. 

Many parishioners know well the story of the cross we use for veneration on Good Friday. For those who do not, the 
cross was lovingly made from ceiling beams removed during restoration of our worship spaces. The cross has been 

carried and held for veneration by generations of our parishioners and is a rich part of our history. Would you consider 
joining in our parish tradition of adoration of this Holy Cross on Good Friday, April 18 at 8:00 pm?

exorcism -- today called the oil of catechumens).  

The contemporary Church has preserved this 
ephphetha ritual.  For the Elect, it is celebrated prior 
to baptism on Holy Saturday morning.  The ears and 
lips of the Elect will be touched, as these words are 
prayed:  "Ephphetha: that is, be opened, that you may 
profess the faith you hear, to the praise and glory of 
God."

All are welcome to join us in the Church on Holy 
Saturday at 9:00 a.m. for Morning Prayer and the 
Preparation Rites with the Elect (those to be baptized at 
the Easter Vigil)
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News & Upcoming Events

YOUNG ADULT COMMUNITY CAFE -  APRIL 13
Sunday, April 13 
Due the celebration of Palm Sunday, there will be 
no separate YAC Mass in April. Instead, all those in 
their 20s and 30s are invited to attend the 5:30pm 
Mass together on April 13, and gather for a potluck 
YAC Cafe in McKenna Hall afterwards. For more 
information about the Young Adult Community, 
please go to trinity.org/young-adults

LGBTQIA+ FULL MINISTRY
Sunday, April 27 | 1:00 PM in the Neale 
Room and on Zoom
Please join the LGBTQIA+ ministry 
as we welcome guest speaker Maureen Rasmussen 
to discuss her experiences as a trans Catholic. Please 
register for the Zoom link at trinity.org/lgbtqia-
ministry.

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER FOR THE YOUNG 
ADULT COMMUNITY SPRING RETREAT
The Seekers' Retreat
April 26 (with optional overnight) | Mar Lu Ridge, 
Jefferson, MD
Registration deadline: April 14
Holy Trinity's Young Adult Community invites adults 
in their 20's and 30's to join in reflection, prayer and 
sharing with others seeking the ways that God leads us 
to self-knowledge, understanding what's important, 
and to our deepest desires.
The retreat includes peer talks, small group discussions, 
prayer, Mass, and opportunities for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and spiritual conversation. 
For more information and registration, 
visit trinity.org/yac-retreat or scan the QR 
code at right: 

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to 
receive Holy Communion should speak with 
a Mass coordinator before the start of Mass. 
The Mass coordinator is stationed near the 
entrance of the Church.

YOUNG ADULT COMMUNITY FAITH SHARING
Thursdays | 7:00 PM
Using the Gospel for the next Sunday as a starting 
point, young adults meet every Thursday from 7:00 
to 8:00 PM to discuss faith in their own lives. All 
adults in their 20's and 30's are invited! 

The first Thursday of the month is on Zoom. The 
remaining Thursdays are in person in St. Ignatius 
Chapel. Please e-mail Maureen at yacs+faithsharing@
trinity.org for the Zoom link.

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY SUPPORT GROUPS
Unlike structured grief programs, a drop-in group 
offers a more flexible format where participants can 
attend as needed, without a long-term commitment.
• Sat. April 26 | 10:00-11:30AM
• Sat. May 31 | 10:00-11:30AM
• Sat. June 28 | 10:00-11:30AM
Registration is strongly encouraged. 
Please scan the QR code at right, or contact 
Lisa Colaianni at bereavementministry@
trinity.org. Thank you.

GARDENERS NEEDED THIS SPRING!
Spring Saturdays | 9:00 AM, Chapel Gardens

Gardeners, please join us at Holy Trinity on the 
following Saturdays from 9 am to noon-ish: April 26, 
and May 3. 

We meet at the shed which is to the right of the 
Chapel. Please bring a bottle of water, gloves, and 
hand gardening tools if you have them. RSVP to 
htgardeners@gmail.com.
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IGNATIAN  SPIRITUALITY RESOURCES FOR 
DIFFICULT TIMES
Our current political situation has continued to have 
a deep impact on our parishioners. Ignatian spiritual 
practices offer tools to help us ground ourselves in 
the Lord during times of job loss, political upheaval, 
and concern for those who are vulnerable. Please 
see the Ignatian Spirituality Resources trinity.
org/ignatian-spirituality/resources/ page (right under 
the Lenten resources) for articles, videos, and book 
recommendations for navigating our current times 
with God's help

HOLY TRINITY'S ANNUAL GARDEN PARTY
Friday, May 9 | 6:30 PM, Chapel Gardens 

You are invited to a magical evening in the Holy 
Trinity Chapel gardens, featuring a festive reception 
with hors d’oeuvres & cocktails. Tickets are $50 - visit 
trinity.org/gardenparty for more information.

MORNING PRAYER ONLINE
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated on Mondays and Fridays 
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer
for information and the link.

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL IS HIRING
Holy Trinity School is hiring for the following 
positions:
• Kindergarten Teacher for the 2025-2026 school

year.
• Middle School Religion Teacher for the 2025-

2026 school year.
Please visit htsdc.org/careers for full descriptions and 
application instructions.

MOVIE MOMENTS OF GRACE - THE OLD OAK
Saturday, April 26 | 7:30 PM on Zoom 
Join the discussion of The Old Oak, which follows 
a once-thriving mining village in England, now 
struggling with poverty and 
unemployment, as it grapples 
with the arrival of Syrian refugees, 
leading to tensions and the 
potential for understanding and 
compassion. Watch ahead of time 
- see streaming options and trailer
at trinity.org/mmog. RSVP to
htmmog@gmail.com by 10:00 pm
on Thursday, April 24 to receive
the Zoom link.

JUST FAITH: GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION
Thursdays beginning May 1 | 6:30 PM, Faber Room 
Registration required. 
Over the course of 8 sessions, participants accompany 
one another in confronting the painful reality of gun 
violence as they engage in holy dialogue across their 
differences and discern how their faith calls them to 
respond. Together, participants explore data-driven 
research around gun violence in America; encounter 
stories, poetry, and art from gun violence survivors, 
faith leaders, and activists; learn spiritual practices 
to help process this emotionally-difficult topic; and 
receive practical tools for gun violence prevention. 
For registration information, please e-mail aklick@
trinity.org

WATER OF LIFE: FRESH WATERS AND CATHOLIC 
SOCIAL TEACHING
Sunday, May 9 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
This presentation by Dr. Christiana Zenner, Associate 
Professor of Theology, Science, and Ethics at Fordham 
University, will explore how fresh waters flow in the 
contemporary world, with a particular focus on 
contemporary hydrology, political geography, and 
Catholic Social Teaching. 
While the interactive presentation will be accessible to 
those new to this topic and no pre-reading is required, 
attendees might also consider reading chapter 2 of 
Just Water: Theology, Ethics, and Fresh Water Crises 
(Orbis Books, rev. edition, 2018) for a primer on 
global fresh water dynamics.

COMMUNITY COLLECTIONS - APRIL
Sunday, April 27 | 8:30-10:00 AM, outside Trinity 
Hall 

Please consider signing up to make and drop off 
casseroles for So Others Might Eat and 
The Father McKenna Center. 

Instructions and sign up are available 
by scanning the QR code at right. 
Thank you!
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Mass Intentions

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

WEEK OF APRIL 14, 2025

Ray Yasson +
Jack & Patricia Brodie +
Rawn James +
Thomas V. Chema +
John Walker Howard, Jr. +
Robert Lively
Holy Thursday
Holy Thursday
Good Friday
Good Friday
Holy Saturday

Daily Readings

HOLY TRINITY COLUMBARIUM: A SACRED SPACE 
OF FINAL REPOSE
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery 
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a 
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from 
the church. The Columbarium is open to all, and 
nearly three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity 
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org, 
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

Tuesday of Holy Week
Isaiah 49:1-6 | John 13:21-33, 36-38

Wednesday of Holy Week
Isaiah 50:4-9a | Matthew 26:14-25

Thursday of Holy Week
Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14 | John 13:1-15

Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
Isaiah 52:13—53:12 | John 18:1—19:42

Holy Saturday 
Genesis 1:1—2:2 | Luke 24:1-12

Monday of Holy Week
Isaiah 42:1-7 | John 12:1-11

Sunday,April 13

Monday, April 14

Tuesday, April 15

Wednesday, April 16

Thursday,  April 17

FRIDAY, April 18

Saturday, April 19

Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion
Luke 19:28-40 | Philippians 2:6-11 | Luke 22:14—23:56

HELP US KEEP OUR PARISH RECORDS UPDATED!

Holy Trinity has e-mailed parishioners to verify and 
update contact information in our records. The e-mail 
came from development@trinity.org 

When you receive our e-mail, please review your 
information and provide any necessary corrections. 
Your prompt response will help us maintain accurate 
records and serve our parish community more 
effectively. 

If you have any questions or need assistance, don’t 
hesitate to contact our Director of Advancement and 
Stewardship, at cdake@trinity.org or 202-903-2837. 
Thank you!

The parish giving page and process have been 
streamlined to eliminate any confusion and 
make the process of pledging simple and 
straightforward. 

To give to the annual pledge, 
please scan the QR code at right, 
or visit trinity.org/give

Thank you!



MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to 
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love 
and transform lives.

PARISH CENTER

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JESUIT STAFF

Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

PARISH DEPARTMENTS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and 
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity 
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org 

mogden@
trinity.org

tacosta@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rdehaney@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas 
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Tabitha Acosta
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rudy Dehaney
(202) 903-2846
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NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
We invite you to join our parish. You may 
register at www.trinity.org/register or 
scan the QR code using your phone: 

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a 
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals 
who are interested in living the Christian life in the 
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the 
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to 
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in 
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact 
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825. 
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and 
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school). 
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

LGBTQIA+ MINISTRY 

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in 
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity 
of our community and more welcoming to those who 
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual 
and their families and friends. More information and 
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia 
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our 
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the 
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to 
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish, 
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that 
identity and mission. Contact PPC President Gail Louis at 
parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.



“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The SMILE you want. 
The attention you deserve.

Currently accepting new patients

703.532.3300 | www.doughertyDDS.com
200 Little Falls Street #506, Falls Church VA 22046

ADVERTISE
HERE

Promote your Business 

AND Support your Parish.

Michelle Stehman 717-774-8833
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1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

 

    
     by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro
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