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Easter Homily, Sunday April 20, 2025
His Holiness, Pope Francis

Mary Magdalene, seeing that the stone of the tomb had
been rolled away, ran to tell Peter and John. After receiving
the shocking news, the two disciples also went out and —
as the Gospel says — “the two were running together” (Jn
20:4). The main figures of the Easter narratives all ran! On
the one hand, “running” could express the concern that the
Lord’s body had been taken away; but, on the other hand,
the haste of Mary Magdalene, Peter and John expresses the
desire, the yearning of the heart, the inner attitude of those
who set out to search for Jesus. He, in fact, has risen from
the dead and therefore is no longer in the tomb. We must
look for him elsewhere.

This is the message of Easter: we must look for him
elsewhere. Christ is risen, he is alive! He is no longer a
prisoner of death, he is no longer wrapped in the shroud,
and therefore we cannot confine him to a fairy tale, we
cannot make him a hero of the ancient world, or think of
him as a statue in a museum! On the contrary, we must
look for him and this is why we cannot remain stationary.
We must take action, set out to look for him: look for
him in life, look for him in the faces of our brothers and
sisters, look for him in everyday business, look for him
everywhere except in the tomb.

We must look for him without ceasing. Because if he has
risen from the dead, then he is present everywhere, he
dwells among us, he hides himself and reveals himself even
today in the sisters and brothers we meet along the way,
in the most ordinary and unpredictable situations of our
lives. He is alive and is with us always, shedding the tears of
those who suffer and adding to the beauty of life through
the small acts of love carried out by each of us.

For this reason, our Easter faith, which opens us to the
encounter with the risen Lord and prepares us to welcome
him into our lives, is anything but a complacent settling
into some sort of “religious reassurance.” On the contrary,

POPE FRANCIS

Born: December 17, 1936
Elected Pope: March 13, 2013

Entered Into Eternal Life: April 21, 2025

Eternal rest grant unto Pope Francis, O Lord.
And let the perpetual light shine upon him.

May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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Easter spurs us to action, to run like Mary Magdalene
and the disciples; it invites us to have eyes that can
“see beyond,” to perceive Jesus, the one who lives,
as the God who reveals himself and makes himself
present even today, who speaks to us, goes before us,
surprises us. Like Mary Magdalene, every day we can
experience losing the Lord, but every day we can also
run to look for him again, with the certainty that he
will allow himself to be found and will fill us with the
light of his resurrection.

Brothers and sisters, this is the greatest hope of our life:
we can live this poor, fragile and wounded existence
clinging to Christ, because he has conquered death,
he conquers our darkness and he will conquer the
shadows of the world, to make us live with him in joy,
forever. This is the goal towards which we press on, as
the Apostle Paul says, forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead (cf. Phil 3:12-
14). Like Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, we hasten
to meet Christ.

The Jubilee invites us to renew the gift of hope within
us, to surrender our sufferings and our concerns to
hope, to share it with those whom we meet along
our journey and to entrust to hope the future of
our lives and the destiny of the human family. And
so we cannot settle for the fleeting things of this
world or give in to sadness; we must run, filled with

joy. Let us run towards Jesus, let us rediscover the
inestimable grace of being his friends. Let us allow
his Word of life and truth to shine in our life. As the
great theologian Henri de Lubac said, “It should be
enough to understand this: Christianity is Christ.
No, truly, there is nothing else but this. In Christ we
have everything” (Les responsabilités doctrinales des
catholiques dans le monde d'aujourd'hui, Paris 2010,
276).

And this “everything” that is the risen Christ opens
our life to hope. He is alive, he still wants to renew
our life today. To him, conqueror of sin and death, we
want to say:

“Lord, on this feast day we ask you for this gift: that
we too may be made new, so as to experience this
eternal newness. Cleanse us, O God, from the sad
dust of habit, tiredness and indifference; give us the
joy of waking every morning with wonder, with eyes
ready to see the new colours of this morning, unique
and unlike any other. […] Everything is new, Lord,
and nothing is the same, nothing is old” (A. Zarri,
Quasi una preghiera).

Sisters, brothers, in the wonder of the Easter faith,
carrying in our hearts every expectation of peace and
liberation, we can say: with You, O Lord, everything
is new. With you, everything begins again.

We invite you to share your gifts with
others in our parish community!
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News & Upcoming Events

THE LEGACY OF POPE FRANCIS
Sunday, April 27 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall, or
Monday, April 28 | 8:00 PM via Zoom
As we remember with gratitude the ministry of Pope
Francis, all are welcome to a facilitated conversation
with a panel of theologians and experts to discuss
the legacy of Pope Francis's ministry, teaching, and
priorities for the future of the Catholic Church.

The program will be this Sunday, April 27, and will
be repeated on Monday, April 28.

You can register for childcare during the Sunday
morning session or register for the Zoom conversation
by visiting trinity.org/adult-faith-formation/ .

LGBTQIA+ FULL MINISTRY
Sunday, April 27 | 1:00 PM in the Neale
Room and on Zoom
Please join the LGBTQIA+ ministry
as we welcome guest speaker Maureen Rasmussen
to discuss her experiences as a trans Catholic. Please
register for the Zoom link at trinity.org/lgbtqia-
ministry.

LGBTQIA+ Family and Friends Ministry
Sunday, May 4 | 10:15am in the Neale Room
Please join the Friends and Family ministry for their
monthly meeting supporting one another during this
Easter season. All are welcome.

GARDENERS NEEDED THIS SPRING!
Saturday, May 3 | 9:00 AM, Chapel Gardens
Gardeners, please join us at Holy Trinity on May 3
from 9 am to noon-ish. We meet at the shed which
is to the right of the Chapel. Please bring a bottle of
water, gloves, and hand gardening tools if you have
them. RSVP to htgardeners@gmail.com.

JUST FAITH: GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION
Thursdays beginningMay 1 | 6:30 PM, Faber Room
Registration required.
Over the course of 8 sessions, participants accompany
one another in confronting the painful reality of
gun violence, engaging in holy dialogue across their
differences and discerning how their faith calls them
to respond. Together, participants explore data-driven
research around gun violence in America; encounter
stories, poetry, and art from gun violence survivors,
faith leaders, and activists; learn spiritual practices
to help process this emotionally-difficult topic; and
receive practical tools for gun violence prevention.
To register, please e-mail aklick@trinity.org

SISTER PARISH SUNDAY
Sunday, May 4 | During coffee & donuts, McKenna
Hall
Learn more about our sister parish committees
working across the globe in Bethlehem, El Salvador,
and Haiti. Sign up for updates, be a student sponsor
and make purchases to support programs on the
ground.

POSTCARD WRITING CAMPAIGN
Sunday, April 27 | Hospitality hours, McKenna
The HT Green Team is hosting a campaign focused
on writing to Catholic members of the Senate
Finance and the House Ways & Means committees,
urging them to keep parts of the Inflation Reduction
Act which benefit churches and non-profits in their
districts switching to renewable energy.
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HOLY TRINITY'S ANNUAL GARDEN PARTY
Friday, May 9 | 6:30 PM, Chapel Gardens

You are invited to a magical evening in the Holy
Trinity Chapel gardens, featuring a festive reception
with hors d’oeuvres & cocktails. Tickets are $50 - visit
trinity.org/gardenparty for more information.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with
a Mass coordinator before the start of Mass.
The Mass coordinator is stationed near the
entrance of the Church.
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MORNING PRAYER ONLINE
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated on Mondays and Fridays
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer
for information and the link.

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL IS HIRING
Holy Trinity School is hiring for the following
positions:
• Kindergarten Teacher for the 25-26 school year.
• Middle School Religion Teacher for the 25-26

school year.
Please visit htsdc.org/careers for full descriptions and
application instructions.

WATER OF LIFE: FRESH WATERS AND CATHOLIC
SOCIAL TEACHING
Sunday, May 9 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
This presentation by Dr. Christiana Zenner, Associate
Professor of Theology, Science, and Ethics at Fordham
University, will explore how fresh waters flow in the
contemporary world, with a particular focus on
contemporary hydrology, political geography, and
Catholic Social Teaching.
While the interactive presentation will be accessible to
those new to this topic and no pre-reading is required,
attendees might also consider reading chapter 2 of
Just Water: Theology, Ethics, and Fresh Water Crises
(Orbis Books, rev. edition, 2018) for a primer on
global fresh water dynamics.

ACCOMPANYING RETURNING CITIZENS
May 19 & June 2
Through the Frederick Douglass Project, parishioners
are invited to visit the DC Jail in person for a
conversation with the incarcerated men and women
or to participate virtually with incarcerated men at
the Bent Correctional Facility in Colorado.

We will visit in person on May 19 from 1-3:30pm
and virtually with Bent Correctional on June 2 from
6-8pm. To sign up for one or both
of these gatherings, please scan the
QR code at right and indicate you
are with Holy Trinity. If you would
like to join the email list for updates
on this work, please e-mail aklick@
trinity.org.

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY SUPPORT GROUPS
Unlike structured grief programs, a drop-in group
offers a more flexible format where participants can
attend as needed, without a long-term commitment.

• Sat. May 31 | 10:00-11:30AM
• Sat. June 28 | 10:00-11:30AM
Registration is strongly encouraged.
Please scan the QR code at right,
or contact Lisa Colaianni at
bereavementministry@trinity.org.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
THE PETER FABER PROGRAM TO GIVE THE
SPIRITUAL EXERCISES OF ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA
Applications are currently being accepted for The
Peter Faber Training Program to Give the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola, which will begin in
the Fall of 2025. This three year program aspires to
form compassionate and competent guides of the
Exercises who will serve the greater Washington, DC
area. The successful applicant will be a practicing
spiritual director who has made the full Spiritual
Exercises in the 19th or 20th Annotation Format
with a trained spiritual guide.The program will
be held in person on Holy Trinity's campus. For
more information, please go to trinity.org/training-
programs-in-the-ignatian-tradition. Contact Catherine
Heinhold at cheinhold@trinity.org or 202-903-2819
with questions or to request an application packet.
The application deadline is June 27, 2025.

IGNATIAN RESOURCES FOR THE EASTER SEASON
Our Ignatian resources page has been updated with
articles, audio retreats, and prayers for celebrating
the joy of the resurrection. Visit trinity.org/ignatian-
spirituality/resources.

INFORMATION SESSION ON THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES

Saturday, May 10 | 11:00 am – 12:00pm on Zoom
The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola are one
way to come to love as God loves. Throughout an 8-9
month retreat made in daily life, the retreatant can
grow in self-knowledge, deepen their intimacy with
Jesus, and grow in their practice of discernment of
spirits. Join us for an hour conversation about this
gift that God gave the church through St. Ignatius.
Contact Dan Cardinali at retreats+Dan@trinity.org
for the link to the online session.
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Mass Intentions

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

WEEK OF APRIL 28, 2025

Eileen Watts +
Jeanne Magee Tucker +
Theresa Collevechio +
Susan Hurley DeConcini +
Catherine Jotz +
Joseph Kantakevich +
David A. Villecco +
Vietnam War Deceased
Richard Carpenter +
Phyllis Moran +

John Feroleto +

Daily Readings

HOLY TRINITY COLUMBARIUM: A SACRED SPACE
OF FINAL REPOSE
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. The Columbarium is open to all, and
nearly three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

Memorial of Saint Catherine of Siena
Acts 4:32-37 | John 3:7b-15

Wednesday of the SecondWeek of Easter
Acts 5:17-26 | John 3:16-21

Thursday of the SecondWeek of Easter
Acts 5:27-33 | John 3:31-36

Memorial of Saint Athanasius
Acts 5:34-42 | John 6:1-15

Feast of Saints Philip and James
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 | John 14:6-14

Monday of the SecondWeek of Easter
Acts 4:23-31 | John 3:1-8

Sunday,April 27

Monday, April 28

Tuesday, April 29

Wednesday, April 30

Thursday, May 1

FRIDAY, May 2

Saturday, May 3

Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:12-16 | Rev 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 | John 20:19-31

HELP US KEEP OUR PARISH RECORDS UPDATED!

Holy Trinity has e-mailed parishioners to verify and
update contact information in our records. The e-mail
came from development@trinity.org

When you receive our e-mail, please review your
information and provide any necessary corrections.
Your prompt response will help us maintain accurate
records and serve our parish community more
effectively.

If you have any questions or need assistance, don’t
hesitate to contact our Director of Advancement and
Stewardship, at cdake@trinity.org or 202-903-2837.
Thank you!

The parish giving page and process have been
streamlined to eliminate any confusion and
make the process of pledging simple and
straightforward.

To give to the annual pledge,
please scan the QR code at right,
or visit trinity.org/give

Thank you!



MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love
and transform lives.

PARISH CENTER

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JESUIT STAFF

Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

PARISH DEPARTMENTS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

tacosta@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rdehaney@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Tabitha Acosta
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rudy Dehaney
(202) 903-2846
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NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION

Welcome to Holy Trinity!
We invite you to join our parish. You may
register at www.trinity.org/register or
scan the QR code using your phone:

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

LGBTQIA+ MINISTRY

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that
identity and mission. Contact PPC President Gail Louis at
parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.
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1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

 

    
     by ris lacoste

202-730-2500
RISDC.COM 

WEST END  D.C. 
23rd & L   @RISDC

an american
seasonal bistro
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