
 
Holy Trinity Parish Pastoral Council  

March 19, 2025 (7:00PM)  
 

Participants: 
 
Parish Staff: 
Fr. Kevin Gillespie 
Dcn. Charles Huber 
Tony Varas 
Rudy Dehaney 
 
Parishioners attending: 
Paula McCabe  
Pat Towles  
KT Haroun 
Bob Stump 
John O’Connell (via Zoom) 

Patrícia Evan (via Zoom) 
 
PPC Members: 
Frank Butler  
Judith Bunnell  
Roly Díaz (via Zoom) 
Jennifer Dorsey (via Zoom) 
Jim Hennessey 
Rob Johansson (Vice President) 
Gail Louis (President) 
Malcolm McCloskey 
Jacquie Mooney 
Kerry Porter (via Zoom)  
Paul Ravenscroft 

John Paukustis (via Zoom) 

1. Opening Prayer (Malcolm)     
 

2. Welcome and Introductions (Gail)    5 minutes 
 

3. Parishioner Open Forum                  5 minutes 
Ø Grassroots movements ---Referenced Franciscan Action Network 
Ø Parishioners are caled to speak out re: injustice  

 
4. Pastor’s Report       10 minutes 

Ø Pope Francis is recovering.   
Ø Cardinal McElroy was installed last week.  His homily at the installation talked about being 

citizens of heaven.   
Ø HTC has committed to helping St. Catherine’s Parish in Palestine (and continuing our work 

with parishes in El Salvador and Haiti).  An invitation to an interfaith seder for freedom Tues 
April 8th (see today’s newsletter} 

Ø Georgetown Ministry Association --- what might we do interfaith-wise? More details to follow 
Ø Father will be at a meeting at the archdiocese about immigration and what it would mean to 

be a sanctuary 
Ø Father McChesney --- Will speak on March 25th at Dahlgren Chapel about his soon to be 

published book The Soul Also Keeps Score. 
Ø Maria Shriver (April 4th) Will talk about her new book I am Maria: Reflections and Poems on 

Heartbreak ,Healing, and finding Your Way Home.   
Ø The Black Lives Matter banner has been moved 

 
5. President’s Report       10 minutes 



Ø We need to develop a proposed Banner policy.  Volunteers needed to be on the committee. 
Ø Thanks to the bylaws subcommittee. 
Ø Thanks to the election subcommittee.   
Ø We will assist candidates for the PPC in making a video should they choose. 
Ø Current PPC members should submit articles on “Why I serve”. 
Ø What are we hearing at PPC Sunday? Discussion of key topics or issues brought to our 

attention. 
 

6. Becoming a Synodal Parish     20 minutes 
Ø Bob Stump/KT Haroun--- submitted document on becoming a synodal parish.  They offered 

their professional experience in working with groups managing change.  What does it mean 
to be a synodal parish and how do we become a synodal parish? 

Ø What lessons have we learned from our experiences with  “listening sessions” --- where does 
decision making stand --- how does this work?  Who advises and who decides?   When do 
we use synodal processes? 

Ø We must be patient and generous with each other.   These things take time to get set up.  
Educate on the “why” --- why are we doing this?  “This is the ‘essence’ of our mission” 

Ø We need to break this down in bits and pieces. 
Ø Second question is “what would this parish look like after 5 years of doing this?” 
Ø This is largely experimental.  But we are getting more experienced with this. 
Ø Invite Brian Flannagan to come and visit with us at the next PPC meeting. 

 
7. By-Laws Subcommittee Report      5 minutes 

Ø Need to work on updating the by-laws --- subcommittee recommendations on committee 
parameters are very thoughtful and require some additional discussion. 

Ø How long does it take to update the by-laws?  
 

8. Working Together      10 minutes 
Ø Social Justice with Roly --- large portfolio of work.  HTC funding in El Salvador and in Haiti to 

be used in amazing ways.  
Ø Discussion: Many organizations are suffering due the lapse in funding.  

Feedback on BLM banner.  
Supporting migrant familia.  Stress on work permits and status of immigrants.   
Newer ministry on formerly incarcerated Catholics.     

 
9. New Business                    5 minutes 

• “Why I serve” videos next time 
• Talk to Ted and Jennifer re/ next steps. 

 
10. Old Business        5 minutes 

• Elections --- announcements in the e-Letter.    
• Students on the PPC question from Rudy --- Gail will cover. 
• February meeting minutes approved.   
• Include the PPC observation document for March and for April. 

 
11. Closing Prayer (Paul) 

 

 


