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Pilgrims of Hope: Become a Catechist at Holy Trinity
by Sandy Nguyen,

PreK–8 Religious Education Coordinator

Sunday mornings at HolyTrinity are filled with joy—from
the sound of prayers and music to the laughter of children
and the smell of donuts shared over coffee. While parents
reconnect with fellow parishioners, children and teens
dash off to their Religious Education classrooms—often
with sticky fingers and joyful hearts—ready for a morning
filled with stories, wonder, and discovery of God’s love.
These joyful, sacred moments are made possible by a group
of humble and faithful pilgrims on the journey of faith:
our catechists.

Each week, catechists at Holy Trinity step into their
classrooms not simply to teach, but to accompany—to
walk with our children and youth as companions in hope.
They listen, encourage, and witness to the Gospel in the
quiet, steady rhythm of Sunday mornings. Their presence
shapes hearts in ways that ripple far beyond the classroom.
These ordinary yet profound moments—prayers
whispered in small circles, crafts formed by tiny hands,
heartfelt questions asked and gently answered—are where
faith takes root. It is the quiet, courageous “yes” of our
catechists that makes it all possible.

As we prepare for a new year of faith formation, I invite
you to pause and reflect on a simple but powerful question:

We invite you to share your gifts with
others in our parish community!
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Could God be calling you to be a pilgrim of hope—by
becoming a catechist?

Why Become a Catechist?

Catechists do more than teach lessons—they plant seeds of
faith, compassion, and curiosity. They reflect on Scripture,
spark meaningful conversations, and help children and
teens recognize how faith is woven into their daily lives.
As we continue this Jubilee Year of Hope, we are reminded
of the words of Pope Francis: “We are all pilgrims,
journeying with hope toward the embrace of God.”

Catechist training
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Catechists embody this journey, bearing witness to
hope through their presence, commitment, and love.
Mimi Reitz, a 3rd-grade catechist, shared, “It was
truly a highlight of my week.” Sarah Bengzon, who
teaches 5th grade, said, “It’s been a joy to get to know
these kids as we journey in faith together.”

While catechists give generously of their time and
hearts, they often find they receive even more in
return: a deepened faith, a stronger bond with their
parish community, and a renewed sense of purpose
and mission.

A Ministry of Accompaniment

To be a catechist is to accompany—to walk beside
others as fellow pilgrims of hope. It’s not about having
all the answers. It’s about showing up with love and
helping children recognize that God is already walking
with them.

At Holy Trinity, we walk with you. We provide
training, curriculum guides, mentoring, and a
supportive team. Many classes are team-taught, and
there are flexible roles for aides, substitutes, and
behind-the-scenes helpers.

Saying “yes” means becoming part of a vibrant
community rooted in Christ—committed to forming
the next generation with humility, joy, and hope.

The Blessing of Saying "Yes"

St. Ignatius of Loyola once asked, “What have I done
for Christ? What am I doing for Christ? What ought
I to do for Christ?” For many catechists, saying yes
is their response to that call—a gift they give to their
parish and receive in their own journey of faith.

Isabela McNeilly-Anta, an 8th-grade catechist, said,
“They ask real, deep questions—and they’re ready for
real answers. I just try to show them how our faith fits
into their lives.” Another catechist shared, “I started
because I wanted to help my parish. But the kids’ faith
challenged me to take mine more seriously.”

The impact extends well beyond the classroom. One
parent wrote, “Thank you for your commitment to
the future of our Church!With blessings and gratitude
from our whole family.”

How to Get Involved

We are currently welcoming catechists for Pre-K
through 8th grade. Classes are held Sunday mornings,
and whether you're experienced or completely new,
there's a place for every open heart. Feel a nudge?
Please visit trinity.org/calledtobeacatechist for more
information. We are so grateful for those already
serving—and full ofhope aswewelcomenewcatechists
into this beautiful ministry of accompaniment. Could
that pilgrim of hope be you?

A Catechist’s Prayer

Not just a task, but a trust and a flame,

To speak of God’s love, to lift up His name.

In stories and symbols, in questions and song,

We carry the faith that has carried us long.

We walk with the young as they grow and they seek,

Planting truth in the hearts of the bold and the meek.

Not for applause, but for Christ to be known,

We guide them in grace as we journey toward home.
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FRIENDSHIP PLACE BACKPACKS DUE BY JULY 13
Thank you to all who selected tags for the 40
backpacks for Friendship Place! Backpacks filled with
school supplies should be returned by no later than
July 13 to the Parish Center. Please include the tag
with the backpack.

The Parish Center address is 3513 N St NW. You
can ring the doorbell during the week, or you can go
through McKenna Hall on Sundays up to the main
floor. Backpacks should be placed in the Social Justice
bin next to the reception desk. Thank you!

BORDER IMMERSION EXPERIENCE
October 17-22
TheEncuentro Project, rooted in the tradition of Faith
that does Justice, offers participants a faith-based,
multi-faceted immersion program in the El Paso-
Ciudad Juarez border region to experience a deeper
understanding of the complex migration reality and
of catholic social teaching. For more information,
please email hdomenici@trinity.org.

SUMMER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Chefs and volunteers are needed for our Saturday
Supper at Mt. Zion United Methodist Church
(Georgetown) on August 9. signupgenius.com/go/
Aug9#/

To be added to the volunteer distribution list for
Saturday Suppers, please email hdomenici@trinity.org

Parishioners provide Sunday Supper every Sunday
in Trinity Hall. If you would like to be added to the
volunteer distribution list for Sunday Suppers, please
email Mike Conway at mikeconway72@gmail.com

Every month we collect casseroles and other
specific items for Georgetown Ministry Center, Fr.
McKenna Center, and So Others Might Eat. Our
next collection date is July 27. signupgenius.com/go/
Community2024#/

BEREAVEMENT DROP-IN GROUP JULY 19
Saturday, July 19 | 10:00 AM
A drop-in grief group will be held on Saturday, July
19 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Our group is a
safe and welcoming space for sharing, support, and
healing. We are honored to walk with you during this
tender time.

Registration is highly encouraged. Please contact Lisa
at bereavementministry@trinity.org or 202-903-2808.

Mark your calendars for Fall groups:
• A 6-week grief group for those who have had a

spouse die will begin on Thursday, September 18
from 4:00 pm - 5:15 pm.

• Beginning Saturday, October 11 at 10:00 a.m. we
will have a 6-week general grief group for all.

HOLY TRINITY NOW HIRING:
COORDINATOR OF IGNATIAN RETREATS
Holy Trinity seeks an energetic, trained individual to
plan, organize and execute various retreats (in daily
life), collaborating with a highly-qualified retreat
team.
The incumbent will also help us to expand our retreat
offerings, support Holy Trinity’s highly regarded
Ignatian training program, and expand opportunities
for spiritual growth for our parishioners and others.
For more information or to apply, please visit trinity.
org/jobs/

MORNING PRAYER ONLINE
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated onMondays and Fridays
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer
for information and the link.

HT CARING CIRCLE
Parishioners are working with the Social Justice
Ministry to create the HT Caring Circle, to connect
parishioners to community volunteers to assist
with transportation needs, grocery shopping, meal
prep, technology, and other small chores. For more
information, please e-mail Helen at hdomenici@
trinity.org.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with
a Mass coordinator before the start of Mass.
The Mass coordinator is stationed near the
entrance of the Church.
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RESTORATIVE JUSTICE OPPORTUNITIES
“When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?”
Matthew 25 reminds us that when we accompany
those who are incarcerated, we do it for Christ. Many
Holy Trinity parishioners have fulfilled this calling
through their visits to the D.C. Jail and in virtual
encounters over the past year. A team of parishioners
continues to explore how we can accompany
returning citizens and incarcerated individuals. We
will continue to provide opportunities for in-person
virtual visits through the Frederick Douglass Project.
If you are interested in joining our monthly meetings,
please e-mail hdomenicia@trinity.org.

Another way you can accompany those who are
incarcerated is through a pen pal program offered by
the Order of Malta which has an active group at Holy
Trinity. Through this program you can correspond
directly with an individual who has expressed a desire
for more contact with those on the outside. Your
personal address and information is kept confidential.
For any questions, please contact Diane Oakley
doaksdianeoakley@gmail.com. The Order has more
than 100 individuals on “the inside” waiting to
establish a pen pal contact. Please consider this way
to accompany our brothers and sisters!

HELP SPONSOR DUKE ELLINGTON SCHOOL'S
OVERSEAS TRIP
In the Ignatian spirit of finding God in all things and
Holy Trinity’s commitment to social justice, we are
honored to support the Duke Ellington School of the
Arts as their award-winning vocal students travel to
France and Italy this July for a historic musical and
cultural exchange. A highlight for these extraordinary
young artists will be performing at Chartres
Cathedral, marking the 1,000th anniversary of one
of the most sacred sites in Christianity. They have
also been accepted into a prestigious three-week Bel
Canto Opera Training Program in Italy, where they
will study with world-class coaches and perform in
historic venues.

To support this effort, you can
make a donation by scanning the
QR code at right or visiting trinity.
org/give. Just select "Pledge - Social
Justice" from the pulldown menu,
and type “Duke Ellington Trip” in
the memo line. Thank you!

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE INTERESTED IN
BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Tuesday Evenings
It's up to all of us to invite people who might be
interested in learning more about living the Christian
life in the Catholic tradition (whether they are
unbaptized or already baptized in another Christian
communion) to inquire, that is, to ask questions
and engage in personal conversations with our faith
community. Anyone who wants to learn more about
the possibility of becoming Catholic is welcome to
come to the OCIA Inquiry meetings held every
Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm in the Faber Room,
Holy Trinity Parish Center, including through the
summer months.
OCIA is a year-round process. Parishioners are
welcome to accompany potential inquirers to these
meetings to help them feel at ease as they begin the
process of looking at the Catholic Church. We also
welcome those who were baptized in the Catholic
Church but who are not yet confirmed. Contact
Anne Koester (akoester@trinity.org) or visit trinity.org/
become-catholic/ to learn more.
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Mass Intentions

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

8:00 AM
5:30 PM

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

WEEK OF JULY 14, 2025

Eleanor Budic +
Brennan Jones +
and his family

Janie Hunt +

Luiza Catao Diacovo+

Roger Haight SJ +

Daily Readings

HOLY TRINITY COLUMBARIUM: A SACRED SPACE
OF FINAL REPOSE
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. The Columbarium is open to all, and
nearly three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

Memorial of Saint Bonaventure
Exodus 2:1-15a | Matthew 11:20-24

Wednesday of the FifteenthWeek in O.T.
Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12 | Matthew 11:25-27

Thursday of the FifteenthWeek in O.T.
Exodus 3:13-20 | Matthew 11:28-30

Friday of the FifteenthWeek in O.T.
Exodus 11:10—12:14 | Matthew 12:1-8

Saturday of the FifteenthWeek in O.T.
Exodus 12:37-42 | Matthew 12:14-21

Memorial of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha
Exodus 1:8-14, 22 | Matthew 10:34—11:1

Sunday, July 13

Monday, July 14

Tuesday, July 15

Wednesday, July 16

Thursday, July 17

FRIDAY, July 18

Saturday, July 19

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deuteronomy 30:10-14 | Colossians 1:15-20 | Luke 10:25-37

PARISH LOST & FOUND
Numerous items get left behind after Mass and parish
events - umbrellas, hats, reading glasses, etc. The
parish lost & found is located in the sacristy behind
the main Church. Due to space concerns, the lost
and found is cleaned out monthly, with items being
donated. Thank you!

HTS PLAYGROUND CLOSURE
Throughout The Summer
The playground at Holy Trinity School has closed for
renovations as of Monday, June 16. For those who
use the playground after Masses, or those who cut
through to get to the Chapel, please be advised that
it is a closed construction zone and is now off limits
to all. We look forward to having a new playground
before the start of the new school year. Thank you!



MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love
and transform lives.

PARISH CENTER

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JESUIT STAFF
Pastor

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Paul Brian Campbell
S.J. (202) 337-2840

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

pcampbell@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

PARISH DEPARTMENTS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

jgallerano@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

hflanagan@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rdehaney@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Joe Gallerano
(202) 903-2838

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Helene Flanagan
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rudy Dehaney
(202) 903-2846

10

Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Washington, DC | www.trinity.org July 13, 2025

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION

Welcome to Holy Trinity!
We invite you to join our parish. You may
register at www.trinity.org/register or
scan the QR code using your phone:

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition.Those who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

LGBTQIA+ MINISTRY

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that
identity and mission. Contact PPC President Gail Louis at
parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.
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SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD
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