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Dear Parents,

Thank you for enrolling your children in faith formation at Holy Trinity. As parents, you are the
primary catechists of your children — teaching and guiding them to know Jesus, to grow in their
understanding what it means to follow Him, and to learn more about the Catholic faith. All of
this involves praying together, celebrating the sacraments together, and witnessing to our faith
through concrete actions of love toward our neighbors.

At the same time, the parish and our faith formation team have the responsibility of supporting
you as parents, offering ways for you and your children to grow in faith. Our Sunday Morning
Religious Education program is one such way.

To help the program run smoothly, please take note of the following reminders and guidelines.

Class Dates and Times
e C(Classes meet from September — May with days off on most three-day weekends and
major holidays (Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter). Please see the website for the
current year calendar.
e (Classes meet from 10:10 am — 11:10 am on Sunday mornings. Since an hour goes by
quickly, we ask that children arrive to class by 10:10 am.

Pick up and Drop off

e Please drop off and pick up children in grades PreK — Gr 4 in the classroom. If the
catechist is not yet in the classroom, please wait until he or she arrives.

e If you are running late, please and your child’s catechist needs to leave, he or she will
bring your child to the cafeteria in the upper school (outside of Trinity Hall).

e Children and teens in grades 5-8 may be dismissed from the classroom with parental
permission. Please make sure you communicate with your child about where to meet
you.

Attendance

e If you know that your child will miss a class or is sick on the day of class, please send an
email to your child’s catechist and to REAdmin@trinity.org. Your child’s catechist will let
you know what material was covered that day, and we ask that you complete the
material at home. We will be providing each child with access to a digital textbook to
cover the lesson at home.

e There is a session review to complete online (grades 1-8) through Loyola Press:
https://www.loyolapress.com/faith-formation/finding-god/finding-god-2021/parents-
and-students/. Click on your child’s grade and scroll down to find the interactive session
review. When prompted at the end, please submit the review to REAdmin@trinity.org
with your child’s name.
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Food & Drink
Because there are individuals with food allergies in our program and to keep the rooms clean,
we ask that your children not bring food or drink into the classroom.

The Liturgy

The Sunday Mass is a privileged and grace filled encounter with our Lord, Jesus Christ, and by
extension with one another. We gather together as the Body of Christ to be nourished and
strengthened by the Body of Christ to continue on our journey as disciples. We encounter
Christ in order to share the love of God, through his Son, with one another and with whomever
we may encounter in the week to come. Please come with your children. God delights in your
being there.

To help engage your children in celebrating the Mass, consider the following:

e Sit up front; it allows children to see what is happening and therefore, participate more
fully.

e Read the Gospel ahead of time as a family. You may find the readings here on the USCCB
website.

e Follow along with the parts of the Mass (if your child is old enough to read).

e Sing!

e Step outside if your child needs a break; it’s okay to allow your children a chance to
stretch their legs or lungs.

e Bring books — preferably those with religious themes — if having an activity in the pew
will be helpful.

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to accompany you and your family on their faith
journey! May the Lord bless you and keep you and make his face to shine upon you!
Peace in Christ,

The Faith Formation Team

Anne Marie Kaufmann
Pastoral Associate of Faith Formation

Sandy Nguyen
Coordinator of PreK-Gr 8 Faith Formation

Lisa Colaianni
Bereavement Coordinator and Faith Formation Assistant
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