
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Trinity Parish Pastoral Council  

Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025 (7:00PM) 
Participants: 
 
Parish Staff: 
Fr. Kevin Gillespie 
Allie Carter 
 
Parishioners attending: 
 
PPC Members: 
Frank Butler  
Judith Bunnell  
John Czaika 
Roly Díaz  
Jim Hennessey 
Rob Johansson (Vice President) 
Gail Louis (President) 
Colleen Kennedy 
Malcolm McCluskey 
Jacquie Mooney 
Eric Nicholl 
Paul Ravenscroft  
Pat Towell 
 

1. Meeting opened with an Opening Prayer     
 

2. Welcome and Introductions        
a. New members of the PPC introduced themselves to those present 

3. Parishioner Open Forum                    
4. Concern re: security following Minnesota Shooting 

i. Suggestion was made to offer a verbal address to parish by law enforcement 
professional for a training 

ii. Another safety concern was the large presence of ppl at events following Mas 
and access to buildings from the exterior   

iii. Discussions have been taking place among the staff; and this item will be 



brought to the worship committee for continued discussion and consideration 
iv. Holy Trinity School addressed this in the past as well and cameras were 

installed; security was present at the Mass of the Holy Spirit as well this year 
b. Website needs to be updated and populated with new meeting dates 

 
 

5. Pastor’s Report  (Fr. Kevin, SJ)      
a. Next week meeting with DC officials on police and national guard presence in DC 
b. Cardinal McElroy meeting with pastor and discussion on synodality took place since the 

last meeting, the situation on Gaza also a topic of discussion, lay preaching will continue 
with his position 

c. Hiring -- assistant for Ignatian spirituality, actively recruiting for youth pastor;  
d. Godspell is now playing in VA, and discount tickets are being offered and will be offered 

to the youth (also an effort important to the Cardinal that youth be engaged more) 
e. Staff retreat took place this week 
f. Bishop Roy Campbell meeting -- named the initiatives of Trinity and Epiphany as an 

exemplar 
g. Large stone coming from ADW for Holy Rood to ? 
h. Pilgrimage on Nov 15 will take place from Holy Rood to Visitation to Trinity to Epiphany 
i. Free Concerts -- Sept 26, the choir who sang in France from Duke Ellington will be 

performing at HT; Opera on Nov 7, Mark Bosco wrote this on Flannery O’Connor 
i. This is part of the Ignatian identity 

j. 40th Anniversary Camp Trinity will be held 9.20-9.21 weekend and is at capacity with 125 
participants (waiting list); many younger families  

 
6. President’s Report (Malcolm)      

a. Gratitude for the leadership of past president and vice president   
b. A discussion on the current treatment of unhoused people and approach to 

homelessness by current administration 
i. DC’s rules regarding encampments have been disregarded by direction of the 

federal government  and the encampments were bulldozed without warning 
ii. Various groups made efforts to respond and do outreach to support this 

vulnerable group by providing warnings to them and to provide guidance and to 
get them to Georgetown Ministry Center 

iii. Suggestions of what citizens can do to assist this group of people were offered 
and included: acknowledging their presence; Georgetown Ministry Center has list 
of items in need of these individuals; Georgetown Ministry Center Board meeting 
also took place at HT; Clare Wilson is the new director at Georgetown Ministry 
Center  

iv. Conversation continued on the legal remedies for unhoused; migration patterns; 
possible other resources to provide to them; 

1. Question on how to elevate this issue through some communications 
campaigns and support from the parish was raised 

c. Allie provided an update on the capital campaign (Lighting the Way) 
i. Moving ahead by assembling and exec committee 
ii. Kick off meeting took place 
iii. Next phase is a quiet, public period to communicate this this will be multi-year 

campaign (30 mo) 
iv. No large moments in next few months 
v. Annual pledge campaign rolling out in coming weeks  “Together We Will”   
vi. More information coming 
vii. 1792 Society (Legacy Giving)  Mass and Brunch on 10/11/25; bring ppl together 

in fellowship;  
    

7. Meeting with Cardinal McElroy     
a. The Cardinal met with parishioners from area parishes  in small groups in a way that 



reflected a synodal mindset 
b. 2 members of PPC attended the meeting 

i.  Immigrant and Ministry work and Youth were addressed  
1. Update from HT: 2 families supported by our migrant team had their visa 

extensions approved 
c. Also addressed with the Cardinal was the number of parishioners from VA that attend 

Holy Trinity;  
d. Observations shared about the polarization within the ADW and how some of the more 

conservative factions are increasing in number and voice 
e. From the Cardinal: 

i. Welcoming and being welcome was named as being an important piece of being 
a parish 

ii. 190 priests for 140 parishes 
iii. Desire for the deaneries to come alive and to do more sharing  

f. Learnings from other parishes took place too in the session 
g. Forming future leaders as a possibility 
h. DC is challenged by being in an urban environment; many Hispanic parishioners are 

fearful now and only attending online 
i. Need expressed to share best practices with each other 

 
8. Old business        

a. Parish Committee Retreat (Oct. 11, 2025)    
○ Led by efforts of 4 members of the PPC 
○ Topics: by-laws for committees; synodality and working together;  
○ Will see if  experts in Synodality are able to assist 
○ RSVPs: Social Justice, Ignatian Spirituality, missing -- worship and stewardship at the 

moment 
■ Objective is to get 2 ppl from each committee 

● PPC Orientation (TBD)  This could happen on the same date of the retreat prior to the start of the 

general session. Summer never seems to work.  
● Banner Policy (complete) and to be reviewed and approved by PPC 

● Minutes from June Meeting were  approved by  unanimous vote 

 
9. New business        

a. Decided that PPC members will still attend Masses the week of a PPC meeting to make 
presence be known, and to collect feedback from parishioners 

b. Oct 26 -- New Parishioner Orientation 
 
 

10. Closing Prayer offered and meeting adjourned 

 

Next meeting:  

Opening Prayer —  

Closing Prayer —  

Food —  

Beverages —  

Minutes —  

 



 
Finance (TBD)    
 
Education (Colleen) 
 
Development (John)  
 
Communications (Pat) 
 
School Board (Jacqui) 
 
Parish Life (Jim) 
 
Ignatian Spirituality (Paul)  
 
Facilities (Rob) 
 
Social Justice (Roly): 
 
Worship (Judith) No meeting since last Sprin 
 
 
Next meeting: 

● PPC Orientation (TBD)  This could happen on the same date of the retreat prior 

to the start of the general session. Summer never seems to work.  

● Banner Policy (complete-- correct)   

● By-Laws follow up 

 

 

 

 


