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Celebrating Black Catholic History Month:
American Black Catholics on the Road to Sainthood

By Sybil TemplemanWilliams, Parishioner at St. Augustine
Catholic Church and Member of the HT History Team

Did you know that there are now seven African Americans
on the road to sainthood? Fr. Martin Maria de Porres
Ward, O.F.M. Conv. is the seventh.

FatherWard was born Matthias DeWitteWard toWilliam
and Clara Irby Ward, an interracial Methodist couple, on
March 3, 1918, in Boston, Massachusetts. His family
moved to District of Columbia in the 1920s. Father
Ward attended Shaw Jr. High School and graduated from
Dunbar Sr. High School in 1939.

While in high school, he was invited by a friend to attend
Mass at St. Augustine Catholic Church. In 1937 he became
a Catholic at St. Matthew. He felt a call to religious life. He
followed his call in an era when African Americans were
typically barred from entering formation for priesthood in
the United States, save for a few religious communities.

From 1942 to 1945 he entered Salvatorian Seminary in
St. Nazianz, Wisconsin. He had to leave due to a lung
infection and returned to Brooklyn, NY to live with his
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YACSGIVING
Sunday, November 16 | 6:30pm, McKenna Hall
Young Adults in their 20s and 30s are invited to
celebrate a Thanksgiving potluck dinner together!
Come enjoy great food, games, and an opportunity
to show thanks for one another. Sign up to bring food
and beverages at trinity.org/young-adults.

mother. Later in 1945 he recovered and applied for
entry into St. Francis Seminary of the Conventual
Franciscans on Staten Island, NY. He humbly told
the superior in his letter that he was a colored person
and would not take offense if he was rejected. He was
accepted.

Even though his journey of priestly formation took
ten years, he persevered and was ordained a priest by
his Excellency William A. Scully at the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception in Albany, NY on June
4, 1955. He became the first African American priest
in the history of the Order of Friars Minor. His first
solemn high Mass was celebrated at St. Augustine on
June 12, 1955.

Father Ward was assigned to missionary work in
Brazil. He taught himself Portuguese and learned the
ways and culture of the native Brazilians. Over the 40
plus years his assignments included teaching English
and helping in priest formation. He dedicated himself
to the poor and was often called upon to celebrate
funerals, conduct marriages, and hear confessions.

It is said that he always carried with him something to
offer everyone he met, giving them a medal, a crucifix,
or simply a recycled card coming from United States.
He lived a life of prayer, poverty, simplicity and
humility.

Ward was surrounded with only what was necessary.
He was always generous toward the poor with whom
he often shared what little he had. In addition to his
love for the Eucharistic Christ, he had a great devotion
to Mary, the mother of Jesus.

While celebrating Mass in 1999, he had a heart
attack and died shortly afterward. His gravesite is
at the former Sao Francisco de Assia Seminary in
Andrelandia which has become a pilgrimage site and
the site of two reputed miracles in 2022.

ONLY 5 SLOTS LEFT FOR ALABAMA PILGRIMAGE!
January 8-11, 2026
Catholic Mobilizing Network and Holy Trinity invite
parishioners engaged in racial justice work to visit
Montgomery and Selma Alabama. As a community
of faith, we will witness these landmarks of racial
violence and resilience, and prayerfully discern how
God is calling us to dismantle racism within our lives,
ministries, social systems andChurch.
Registration is now open - scan the
QR code at right. You do not have
to be a parishioner to participate.
For more information, please email
aklick@trinity.org.

JANUARY JOURNEY TO MARIA MADRE
January 22-29, 2026
You are invited to join Holy Trinity's annual trip to
Maria Madre de los Pobres, our sister parish in San
Salvador, El Salvador, from January 22-29, 2026.
Spend aweek recharging your soul as you participate in
the life of this unique parish: get to know parishioners
and staff; experience Salvadoran culture; and learn the
history's impact on society. All are welcome. For more
information, please contact: hdomenici@trinity.org
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LGBTQIA+ FULL MINISTRY MEETING
Sunday, November 16 | 1:00–2:00 PM, Neale Room
or via Zoom
Please join the LGBTQIA+ ministry as we welcome
guest speaker Fr. Paul F. Morrissey, O.S.A., for a
discussion about his book, Why I Remain a Gay
Catholic: A Spiritual-Sexual Journey. Fr. Paul will
share about his life and book and take questions. The
book will be available for purchase. All are welcome!
Visit the parish website or e-letter to register for the
Zoom link.

PRAYING IN SACRED SPACE
Advent Saturdays beginning 11/29, 4:00 PM on
Zoom
During this hour of guided prayer
and faith sharing, you are invited
to savor the contemplative silence
and encounter the scriptures of the
season in the way St. Ignatius gave us
in the Spiritual Exercises. Come to
one session or all — no preparation
necessary. All are welcome! Register for the Zoom link
at trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/invitations-to-pray.
For more information, contact Catherine Heinhold
at cheinhold@trinity.org.

A CONVERSATION WITH FR. DAVID MASTRANGELO,
SJ AND COLLEAGUES FROM MAHPÍYA LÚTA
Sunday, November 16 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
Learn how Maȟpíya Lúta embraces both Lakȟota
and Jesuit Catholic values and teachings to grow as a
community through education, spiritual formation,
Lakȟota language, art, and culture. Maȟpíya Lúta
(formerly Red Cloud Indian School, Inc.) is located
on the Pine Ridge Reservation, home to the Oglala
Lakȟóta (Sioux) Tribe.

BEREAVEMENTMINISTRY:HOPE FOR THEHOLIDAYS
Saturday, November 22 | 10:00 AM
The holidays can be especially difficult for those
whose loved ones have died. Hope for the Holidays:
Navigating Your Grief During the Season will be held
Saturday, November 22 from 10:00 to 11:30 AM for
those who have suffered any loss.

Our next drop-in support group will be on Saturday,
December 13 at 10:00 AM These gatherings offer
comfort, understanding, and practical ways to handle
grief.

Registration is highly encouraged for these events.
Please e-mail Lisa at bereavementministry@trinity.
org or call 202-903-2808 to register or for more
information.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday, November 19 | 7:00 PM, Neale Room
or via Zoom
The next PPC meeting will be held on Wednesday,
November 19, 2025 at 7pm, in person in the Neale
Room (this month only) or via Zoom (Meeting
ID: 896 2921 2316 / Passcode: 963054). For
more information, please visit: trinity.org/parish-
pastoralcouncil/

After This Weekend’s Masses: Meet Your PPC
Members
This weekend, a PPC member will be present to meet
parishioners after each Mass. PPC members will be
available once a month, on the Sunday before each
scheduled PPC meeting. Members are here to listen
to any information that parishioners and visitors
would like to pass on to the PPC. They will also
have handouts with information on how to attend
the PPC meeting (virtually or in person) and contact
information for PPC officers.

ADVENT SCRIPTURE STUDY
Register byWednesday, November 19 |

This Advent, Holy Trinity is offering scripture study
groups to explore the Sunday readings from Isaiah,
Romans, and Matthew. Groups will meet on the
following days:
• Sundays 4:00 - 5:15 PM, in person
• Mondays 7:00 - 8:15 PM, on Zoom
• Fridays 8:45 - 10:00 AM, in person

Scan the QR code at right to register
by Wednesday, November 19. Groups
will meet 3 times, beginning the week
of November 30 and will continue the
next two weeks of Advent. Questions?
Please e-mail Ian Mitchell, imitchell@trinity.org.

HTS SEEKS BOYS BASKETBALL COACH
Holy Trinity School is looking for a boys basketball
coach for grades 5 & 6. If you're interested in sharing
your talents, please reach out to Lindsey Greene at
lgreene@htsdc.org. Thanks!
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ADVENT SERIES: SPARKS OF LIGHT
The St. Catherine's Team invites you to join in a
4-week Advent series with parishioners at our sister
parish in Bethlehem. Fr. Garrett Gundlach, S.J. of
Bethlehem University will guide participants in an
exploration of darkness and light this Advent season.

• November 25: Power of Darkness in the World
• December 2: Sparks of Light
• December 9: Solidarity & Relationships
• December 16: God’s Role in Our World

Registration is required - please scan the
QR code at right:

LESSONS IN HOPE: REFLECTIONS FROM SECOND
ISAIAH
Sunday, December 14 |10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
What gives us hope in troubled times? TonyTambasco,
Holy Trinity parishioner and professor emeritus at
Georgetown, will share his reflections from Second
Isaiah, including weekday Advent readings. Time for
small group conversation will follow to enable us to
reflect on what gives us hope. All are invited.

TABLE OF GRACE: AN EVENING OF RECOVERY AND
HOPE
Thursday, December 4 | 6:30 PM, McKenna Hall
Come experience the co-mingling of the 12 Steps
with the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises. Share a meal
and be led in prayer by those who make the Ignatian
Spirituality Project (ISP) retreats, which are designed
for women and men who are in recovery from
homelessness and addictions. Please register at trinity.
org/ignatian-spirituality/invitations-to-pray.

GIVING OPTIONS BEYOND CASH GIFTS
As we approach the end of the year, we want all
parishioners to be aware of different tax-smart ways
to support Holy Trinity - beyond donating cash. Here
are some of the most popular options for donors like
you in 2025:

If you own stocks or mutual funds and want to avoid
capital gains taxes:

• By donating appreciated assets, you can save on
two types of taxes - avoiding capital gains tax and
often receiving a full deduction for the value of
your gift.

If you’re 70½ or older and want to lower your taxable
income:

• Donations from your IRA to Holy Trinity reduce
your taxable income and can help meet a Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD) if you are over
73.

If you want to make the most of your Donor-Advised
Fund (DAF):

• With a grant recommendation today, you can
give from money you've already set aside without
spending an additional cent! This tool integrates
with your DAF custodian and takes just a few
minutes to use.

An Easier Way to Give Assets

Holy Trinity now offers a secure online platform that
makes it simple to give stock, IRA, or Donor-Advised
Fund gifts directly to the parish. This trusted tool
- powered by FreeWill’s Smart Giving technology -
helps you complete your asset-based gift in minutes
and automatically notifies our Advancement Office,
ensuring your generosity is properly directed,
recorded, and acknowledged.

To explore these options or start your gift, please scan
the QR code at right. If you have
any questions, please contact
Christopher Dake, Director of
Advancement & Stewardship at
cdake@trinity.org or (202) 903-
2837 for personal assistance.
Thank you!

NOW HIRING: ASSISTANT TO FACILITIES MANAGER
Holy Trinity seeks an energetic, experienced person to
assist our facility director inmaintaining andmanaging
our urban campus. The Assistant will perform a range
of duties, including directing custodial staff and
contractors, tracking and processing invoices, and
dealing with a range of contractors. Holy Trinity’s
facilities operations are cutting edge with several
energy saving initiatives and best practices coming on
line. This position will have opportunities to learn and
innovate. For more information or to apply, please
visit trinity.org/jobs.
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Mass Intentions

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 17, 2025

Brian Welsh Woodward +
Ewa Milewska +
Hudson Grabowski
Donald "Don" Gibbons +
Ingola Hodges +

Bert Rosecan +
John Connelly +

Barbara and John Engel

Daily Readings

HOLY TRINITY COLUMBARIUM: A SACRED SPACE
OF FINAL REPOSE
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. The Columbarium is open to all, and
nearly three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

PARISH LOST & FOUND
Numerous items get left behind after Mass and events
- umbrellas, hats, glasses, etc. The parish lost & found
is located in the sacristy behind the main Church.
Due to space concerns, the lost and found is cleaned
out monthly, with items being donated. Thank you!

Tuesday of the Thirty-thirdWeek in O.T.
2 Maccabees 6:18-31 | Luke 19:1-10

Wednesday of the Thirty-thirdWeek in O.T.
2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31 | Luke 19:11-28

Thursday of the Thirty-thirdWeek in O.T.
1 Maccabees 2:15-29 | Luke 19:41-44

Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary 1 Maccabees 4:36-37, 52-59 | Luke 19:45-48

Memorial of Saint Cecilia
1 Maccabees 6:1-13 | Luke 20:27-40

Memorial of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary
1 Maccabees 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63 | Luke 18:35-43

Sunday, November 16

Monday, November 17

Tuesday, November 18

Wednesday, November 19

Thursday, November 20

FRIDAY,November 21

Saturday, November 22

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Malachi 3:19-20a | 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 | Luke 21:5-19

GET TO KNOW HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL
An open house for the next school year is being held
on January 15, from 9:00-10:30 AM. Applications
for the 2026-27 school year are due January 30.
Register for the open house at htsdc.org/tours. If you
have any questions or want more information, please
e-mail Director of Admissions Courtney McMahon
at cmcmahon@htsdc.org.

MORNING PRAYER ONLINE
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated onMondays and Fridays
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer
for information and the link.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with
a Mass coordinator before the start of Mass.
The Mass coordinator is stationed near the
entrance of the Church.



MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love
and transform lives.

PARISH CENTER

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JESUIT STAFF

Pastor

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Paul Brian Campbell
S.J. (202) 337-2840

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

pcampbell@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

PARISH DEPARTMENTS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

jgallerano@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

mcarroll@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Joe Gallerano
(202) 903-2838

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Macaire Carroll-Gavula
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836
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NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION

Welcome to Holy Trinity!
We invite you to join our parish. You may
register at www.trinity.org/register or
scan the QR code using your phone:

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition.Those who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

LGBTQIA+ MINISTRY

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that identity
and mission. Contact PPC President Malcolm McCluskey
at parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.
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