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Advent: HolyWaiting

By Tony Varas, Pastoral Associate for Liturgy

Every year, the season of Advent invites us to slow down
and remember that there is hope. It’s a quiet counterpoint
to the noisy rush of December. It’s a time to pay attention.
We remember that God loves us so much that he became
one of us so that we might have eternal life.

This is a season of holy waiting. The season begins with
the promise of Christ’s coming again. This eschatological
hope, that is so easily forgotten, reminds us that history
is moving toward God’s fullness. Christ is not only the
one who came but also the one who is coming. Advent’s
beauty lies in holding both simultaneously, looking back
in celebration and forward in expectation. This two-fold
dimension of Advent calls us to active waiting working for
justice, peace, and reconciliation now.

Our liturgy embodies these two dimensions. Isaiah’s
prophecies remind us of a people longing for light. John
the Baptist calls us to repentance and readiness. And in the
final days before Christmas, our attention turns to Mary
the young woman of Nazareth whose courageous “yes”
made God’s presence tangible in the world. Pay attention
to the colors and the visual cues of the season. Reflect upon
the texts that we sing, the feelings that our music evokes,
the smells in the air, and the shortness of the daylight.

We invite you to share your gifts with
others in our parish community!
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The liturgical colors express the joyful hope of the season.
The deep violet, much like the color of the winter sky at
the moments just before daybreak, reminds us that the
Christ light is not far away. On the Third Sunday of
Advent, known as Gaudete Sunday, the color rose enters
the liturgy. The Latin word gaudete means rejoice. This
day doesn’t replace the holy waiting but hints at the light
breaking through the darkness and of the joy rising within
the longing.
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SUNDAY LIVE STREAM - UPDATE
From the Liturgy Ministry: We have continued to live
stream our 9:00 AM Mass, even after COVID ended.
The reason for the live stream is to make available our
parish Mass for those who are sick or homebound.
From the feedback we have received, this continues to
be a blessing for our parishioners that aren't able to be
present in person. Also, we have learned that many
who are searching for a parish home have discovered
Holy Trinity because of our live stream of the Mass.
Thanks be to God, because one of our priorities is to
be a community that welcomes all! That's why Holy
Trinity celebrates Mass in a variety of worship styles.
After some discussion with our Worship Committee
and parish staff we've decided that we would like to
provide a flavor of the diverse ways that we worship
here at Holy Trinity so that those seeking a parish
home may get a feel for our community's many
liturgical customs. In order to do this, we will be begin
rotating our live stream between Masses: During the
upcoming Advent and Christmas season, we will
live stream our 11:30 AM Sunday Mass.

The melodies and sung texts of Advent carry both
longing and promise. We will sing “longing for light,
we wait in darkness” and “comfort, comfort my
people, who sit in darkness.” We cry out the ancient
Aramaic phrase “Maranatha” which translates “Our
Lord, come!” or “Our Lord has come!”

On the Third Sunday, we begin our liturgy with
“Rejoice” and then continue during the Communion
Procession with the well-known “O Come, O Come
Emmanuel” that draws directly from the ancient “O
Antiphons.” Each verse calling onChrist by a different
biblical title from Hebrew Scripture: Wisdom, Lord,
Root of Jesse, Key of David, Dayspring, King of the
Nations, and God-with-us.

In all of this, Mary is our model. She proclaims the
God who “casts down the mighty from their thrones
and lifts up the lowly.” Her song is prophecy and so
when we sing those words this Advent, we join in her
work of transforming the world. Her openness to
God’s call is courageous. She trusts that love can take
flesh through her. We are called to follow her example
and to let God’s compassion be born through our
lives, our work, and our decisions.

Here are a few ways to enter this holy season more
deeply:

• Light the Advent wreath at home each Sunday.
• Pray the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary meditating

on Mary’s “yes.”
• Reflect each night on the question: “Where did I

notice God being born today?”
• Pray and reflect on the ancient O Antiphons, one

each day, from December 17–23.
• Serve a meal for the homeless or support a shelter.

In these daily acts, our waiting becomes holy waiting.
As we approach the darkest days of the year, hold on
to the hope of our faith that the light of Christ has
entered the world and that Christ’s light is expanding.
Our holy waiting becomes the small flame that
whispers of God’s expanding light.

ANNUAL REPORT NOW AVAILABLE
Holy Trinity's Annual Report
is now available. This report
covers the last fiscal year, July
2024 through June 2025, and
gives you, the parishioners, a
transparent accounting of how
we deployed the resources you
provide. Your gifts enable the
ministerial work that we do -
thank you!

You can download the annual report
by scanning the QR code at right or by
visiting trinity.org/annual-report.

Y d l d h

PHOTOS OF OUR DECEASED LOVED ONES
With the celebration of Christ The King this Sunday,
we have retired our table of remembrance with photos
of our deceased loved ones. If you placed a photo,
either this year or in previous years, please retrieve it
in the gallery hallway between the parish office and
the St. Ignatius Chapel. Thank you.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with
a Mass coordinator before the start of Mass.
The Mass coordinator is stationed near the
entrance of the Church.
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PRAYING IN SACRED SPACE
Advent Saturdays beginning 11/29, 4:00 PM, Zoom
During this hour of guided prayer and faith sharing,
all are invited to savor the contemplative silence and
encounter the scriptures of the season in the way St.
Ignatius gave us in the Spiritual Exercises. Come to
one session or all, no preparation necessary. Register
for the Zoom link at trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/
invitations-to-pray. For more information, contact
Catherine Heinhold at cheinhold@trinity.org.

SHOP FOR A CAUSE
Sunday, December 7 | After the 9:00 AM and 11:30
AM Masses, McKenna Hall
Start checking your naughty and nice list and plan to
shop for a cause onDecember7. Baked goods,Haitian
coffee, empanadas, ornaments from Bethlehem, and
much more will be available for purchase. Proceeds
will support our sister parishes as well as our Migrant
Familia. The sale will be hosted in McKenna Hall
during the hospitality hours.

ICONOGRAPHY EXHIBIT
Sunday, December 7 | 10:00
AM - 1:00 PM, Parish Center,
1st floor
Holy Trinity’s Iconographers’
Guild presents the annual exhibit
of their work. Learn more about
Christian iconography and see
the icons the guild members have
written throughout the year.
Image: St. Francis of Assisi written
by Jini Britain

ADVENT SERIES: SPARKS OF LIGHT
The St. Catherine's Team invites you to join in a
4-week Advent series with parishioners at our sister
parish in Bethlehem. Fr. Garrett Gundlach, S.J. of
Bethlehem University will guide participants in an
exploration of darkness and light this Advent season:
• November 25: Power of Darkness in the World
• December 2: Sparks of Light
• December 9: Solidarity & Relationships
• December 16: God’s Role in Our

World
Registration is required - please scan the
QR code at right:

TABLE OF GRACE: AN EVENING OF RECOVERY AND HOPE

Thursday, December 4 | 6:30 PM, McKenna Hall
Come experience the co-mingling of the 12 Steps
with the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises. Share a meal
and be led in prayer by those who make the Ignatian
Spirituality Project (ISP) retreats, which are designed
for women and men who are in recovery from
homelessness and addictions. Please register at trinity.
org/ignatian-spirituality/invitations-to-pray.

50 PLUS WINTER WEEKEND - JANUARY 2026
January 9-11 | Cacapon Resort, WV
Come join us for our 50 Plus weekend getaway at
beautiful Cacapon Resort, West Virginia, on January
9-11, 2026. The resort is one hour and 40 minutes
drive from DC. Space is very limited, and you must
sign up and pay no later than December 4. Please
contact parishlife@trinity.org for more information.

WORLD AIDS DAY MASS
Monday, December 1 | 5:30 PM, Chapel
Join the LGBTQIA+ Ministry and other Holy Trinity
parishioners at Mass to mark the annual observance of
WorldAIDSDay in prayer andworship. TheWomen’s
& Marginalized Genders' Discussion Group will be
going to dinner in Georgetown after the World AIDS
Day Mass. Please e-mail lgbtqia+women@trinity.org if
you would like to attend dinner.

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS
Thursday, November 27 | 10:00 AM, Church
Thanksgiving Day Mass will be celebrated at 10:00
AM in the Church onThursday, November 27. (Please
note, there will be no other daily Masses on Thanksgiving
Day.)

ADVENT PRAYER BOOKS AVAILABLE
Advent Sacred Space books, which contain daily
prayers from the Irish Jesuits, are available at the back
of the church. You are invited to take one to pray with
this Advent. These books are made available due to
the generosity of those who participate in the Parish
Pledge program.
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LESSONS IN HOPE: REFLECTIONS FROM SECOND
ISAIAH
Sunday, December 14 |10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
What gives us hope in troubled times? TonyTambasco,
Holy Trinity parishioner and professor emeritus at
Georgetown, will share his reflections from Second
Isaiah, including weekday Advent readings. Time for
small group conversation will follow to enable us to
reflect on what gives us hope. All are invited.

GIVING TREE 2025
Each year Holy Trinity parishioners partner with
local organizations to bring the joy of Christmas. We
are working to fulfill the wish lists of the following
organizations: Anne’s Place, Brighter Bites, Fr.
McKenna Center, Friendship Place, Hope and a
Home, Mary House, Returning Citizens Action
Network (RCAN), Spanish Catholic Center, and St.
Ann’s Center for Children, Youth and Families. We
also invite monetary support for the Holy Family
Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation. Gift tags are
available on the Giving Trees in the Church and
McKenna Hall beginning November 24. If you
would prefer to make a cash donation to our “North
Pole,” you may do so through our online site or by
mailing a check to Holy Trinity, Attn: Ashley Klick,
with “Giving Tree” in the memo. These funds will be
used to purchase gift cards for teens and adults and to
fulfill any outstanding wish list items

SAVE THE DATE: CHRISTMAS CAROLING
Tuesday, December 9 | 6:30 PM, beginning in Upper
School Cafeteria
All are welcome to go Christmas Caroling around
the parish's Georgetown neighborhood. Come to
the Upper School cafeteria at 6:30pm to pick up a
song sheet and get prepared. No singing experience is
necessary, only holiday cheer! Afterward, we'll gather
around the firepit for s'mores, hot chocolate, and
other treats.

TAIZÉ PRAYER, FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
Friday, December 12 | 7:00 PM, Chapel
The Young Adult Community invites all for an
evening of prayer in the style of Taizé. Taizé prayer
involves singing short repetitive refrains and scripture
reading that foster reflective prayer. In keeping with
the liturgical focus of Advent, we will meditate on
hope in Christ. The prayer will be on Dec. 12, the
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe with singing in
English and Spanish at 7pm in the Chapel of St.
Ignatius. All are welcome.

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY: GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Saturday, December 13 | 10:00 AM
"The Lord is close to the brokenhearted." - Psalm 34:18
As we enter the holiday season, we know that joy can
feel dim when someone we love is no longer with
us. Join us for a grief support group on Saturday,
December 13 from 10:00AM to 11:30AM. Our
group offers a gentle space to share, pray, and find
encouragement with others who understand.
So we can plan accordingly, it is helpful if you register
by contacting Lisa via e-mail, bereavementministry@
trinity.org

INFORMATION SESSION ON THE SPIRITUAL
EXERCISES
Saturday, December 13 | 11:00 AM on Zoom
The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius
of Loyola offer a powerful journey into
the mystery of Christ’s life, death and
resurrection.Throughout an 8-9month
retreat made in daily life, the retreatant
can deepen their intimacy with Jesus,
and grow in their practice of discernment of spirits
and self-knowledge. Join us for an hour conversation
about this gift that God gave the church through St.
Ignatius. Contact Ed McCormack@trinity.org for the
link to the online session.

JANUARY JOURNEY TO MARIA MADRE
January 22-29 | San Salvador, El Salvador
You are invited to join Holy Trinity's annual trip to
Maria Madre de los Pobres, our sister parish in San
Salvador, El Salvador, from January 22-29, 2026.
Spend aweek recharging your soul as you participate in
the life of this unique parish: get to know parishioners
and staff; experience Salvadoran culture; and learn the
history's impact on society. All are welcome. For more
information, please contact: hdomenici@trinity.org

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE IN DECEMBER
Please consider additional opportunities to serve in
December (details at trinity.org/neighbors):
• Weekly Sunday dinners at Holy Trinity
• Holy Trinity will host Saturday Supper on

December 13
• Monthly community collection for SOME & Fr.

McKenna Center on December 21
• GMC Extended Dinners for 50 guestsDecember

22- January 2
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Mass Intentions

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

8:00 AM
5:30 PM

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 24, 2025

Rick Rice +
Carmela and Vincent
Marcaccio +

Allison Carnes +

Linda Willoughby+
Adrienne Cheasty

Daily Readings

HOLY TRINITY COLUMBARIUM: A SACRED SPACE
OF FINAL REPOSE
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. The Columbarium is open to all, and
nearly three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

Tuesday of the Thirty-fourthWeek in O.T.
Daniel 2:31-45 | Luke 21:5-11

Wednesday of the Thirty-fourthWeek in O.T.
Daniel 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28 | Luke 21:12-19

Thursday of the Thirty-fourthWeek in O.T.
Daniel 6:12-28 | Luke 21:20-28

Friday of the Thirty-fourthWeek in O.T.
Daniel 7:2-14 | Luke 21:29-33

Saturday of the Thirty-fourthWeek in O.T.
Daniel 7:15-27 | Luke 21:34-36

Memorial of Saint Andrew Dŭng-Lạc
Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20 | Luke 21:1-4

Sunday, November 23

Monday, November 24

Tuesday, November 25

Wednesday, November 26

Thursday, November 27

FRIDAY,November 28

Saturday, November 29

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
2 Samuel 5:1-3 | Colossians 1:12-20 | Luke 23:35-43

WELCOME TO IAN MITCHELL, NEW COORDINATOR
OF ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Ian Mitchell has recently joined the Holy Trinity staff
as Coordinator of Adult Faith Formation. He spent
a number of formative years as a parishioner of Holy
Trinity in his 20s and became inspired to explore life
in ministry. This led him on a journey that now spans
25 years and includes a year of volunteer work in India,
two previous years of parish ministry, seven years of
formation as a member of the Society of Jesus, eleven
years working for the Department of Justice, Peace,
and Human Development at the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops, and most recently three years
as Director of the Office of Social Concerns in the
Archdiocese of Washington.

Through all of these experiences there have been
interweaving threads of dialogue, spirituality, social
justice, and community that have stretched Ian’s
imagination of what it means to live and grow in
faith with others in a complex world. Look for a more
in depth article from Ian in the next few weeks and
opportunities to meet him at adult faith formation
events at the parish.

NOW HIRING: ASSISTANT TO FACILITIES MANAGER
Holy Trinity seeks an energetic, experienced person to
assist our facility director inmaintaining andmanaging
our urban campus. The Assistant will perform a range
of duties, including directing custodial staff and
contractors, tracking and processing invoices, and
dealing with a range of contractors. Holy Trinity’s
facilities operations are cutting edge with several
energy saving initiatives and best practices coming on
line. This position will have opportunities to learn and
innovate. For more information or to apply, please
visit trinity.org/jobs.



MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love
and transform lives.

PARISH CENTER

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JESUIT STAFF

Pastor

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Paul Brian Campbell
S.J. (202) 337-2840

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

pcampbell@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

PARISH DEPARTMENTS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

jgallerano@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

mcarroll@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Joe Gallerano
(202) 903-2838

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Macaire Carroll-Gavula
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836
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NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION

Welcome to Holy Trinity!
We invite you to join our parish. You may
register at www.trinity.org/register or
scan the QR code using your phone:

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition.Those who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

LGBTQIA+ MINISTRY

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that identity
and mission. Contact PPC President Malcolm McCluskey
at parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.
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