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8:00 AM — Chapel
5:30 PM — Chapel
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5:30 PM — Church
7:30 AM — Church
9:00 AM — Church and Trinity Hall
11:30 AM — Church and Livestream
5:30 PM — Church

Daily Mass Schedule

SACRAMENT OF

RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays, 4:30 - 5:15 PM— Church

Parish Center & Chapel
3513 N Street, NW

Washington, DC 20007
(202) 337-2840

PRISONWALLS CONFINE BUT THEY ALSO CONCEAL

By Heidi Byrnes, Holy Trinity parishioner and participant
in the Returning Citizens Team

“I was in prison and you came to me”
Matthew, 25:36

Holy Trinity’s mission statement offers this pledge in the
formof a statement: “Weare a Jesuit parish thatwelcomes all
to: accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love,
transform lives.” Here I address the specific commitment
of accompanying incarcerated citizens from imprisonment
to their release and re-entry into communities, sometimes
after decades of absence.

By way of introducing my own reflections on my
participation I suggest the following exercise for you:

�ink back over your life three, or two, or even just one
decade ago in relation to present realities— and you can
begin to imagine the enormous adjustments you would
have to make upon your release? What scars would you
carry from the experience? How might you have to come
to accept responsibilities for having injured others, perhaps
even ended their lives? How have the intervening years
changed you and how might that change be realized in
your new future?

I have invoked your imagination, a very Jesuit exercise,
because I have been challenged to expand mine with each

encounter. Frederick Douglass captured well the necessary
work: “I saw nothing without seeing it, I heard nothing
without hearing it, and felt nothing without feeling it.”
�e returning citizens initiative is a standing invitation to
do just that.

What have I begun to see, hear, feel?

�ree in-person jail visits, two in the D.C. jail and most
recently one in the Arlington County jail, as well as a
virtual meeting at the correctional facility in Benton,
CO, have provided stark examples of the following:
while incarceration is incarceration no matter where it
occurs, it can and does take place in very different ways
with enormous consequences for the inmates and, by
implication, for society.



Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Washington, DC | www.trinity.org

PRISONWALLS CONFINE BUT THEY ALSO
CONCEAL... continued from page 1

December 28, 2025

2

Clearly, the particulars of the facility (location, age,
upkeep, crowding, food, arrangement of rooms,
availability of services/programs/electronics, health
care) make a huge difference. D.C.s’ correctional
facility is a particularly instructive example of how
that plays out. But I suggest that leadership culture is
equally critical: is the facility administered in a past-
and back-ward looking, overwhelmingly security-
driven and punitive manner or does it create spaces,
quite literally, to be future- and forward-looking and
rehabilitative? After all, a significant percentage of
the incarcerated population, even within a punitive
system, will at some point re-enter society. How has
the prison used their time within to prepare them for
life without, in its double meaning?

Dominant narratives about inmates, legal constraints,
and allocation of perennially limited resources are
critical factors. But each is driven by the larger societal
context. For that reason, the Frederick Douglass
Project for Justice directed by Marc Howard, a partner
for Holy Trinity, takes this approach: direct personal
encounter by the citizenry is needed to change
narratives and public policy. Prison walls confine but
they also conceal, preventing us from even knowing,
not to mention understanding on a human level,
what goes on inside.

However it occurs, accompanying returning citizens
is likely to require long-term engagement, often with
uncertain outcomes. A number of us shared meals
over some months with residents of Freedom House
in Anacostia, a facility that provided much-needed
temporary housing. Ever so cautiously, the family-
style gatherings led to trust, openness, even laughter
and joy. So, what was accomplished? Perhaps nothing
more and nothing less than the residents’ sense of
being appreciated and our coming to understandmore
deeply the enormous challenge of building trust, both
individually and among societal groups. Both offering
and receiving mercy in the act of restoring trust that
has been broken for a long time is a demanding task.

Where to get help? We in the Catholic community
might find guidance and support in Pope Leo XIV’s
first apostolic exhortationDilexiTe – precisely because
these words were originally spoken to a Christian

community who, much like the incarcerated,
experienced violence and contempt and had little
power. And yet they heard: “I have loved you.”

What hopes can I nurture going forward?

�rough this initiative I have been privileged to
encounter so many people who have chosen to
assert their own and others’ humanity. I mention the
following:

• Parishioner Diane Oakley coordinates a pen pal
program with inmates through the Order of
Malta. A regular meeting I attended with her
of the Gatekeepers in Hagerstown, MD, where
diverse civic groups coordinate their efforts to
empower returning citizens, was a true inspiration
(gatekeepersmd.org/).

• �e Returning Citizens Action Network, based
at the NY Avenue Presbyterian Church, offers
support, including outreach to the DC Public
DefendersOffice, often among the first to become
aware of specific needs.

• Families affected by incarceration rally against
mandatory sentencing regimes that especially
affect communities of color (famm.org).

• And finally, the witness of former inmates whom
we have met at HT programs is particularly
convincing. As Rob Barton of More �an Our
Crimes states: “We’re not violent offenders. We’re
individuals who committed violent crimes. But
we’re different people now.” �ey have delivered
rich evidence for that by creating paths for others
not just toward life outside the prison walls but
by assuming mentoring and leadership roles.

Together, all encourage us to see, hear, and feel, and
heed the call issued so well in a letter to the Frederick
Douglass Project by an inmate of the Benton facility:
we on the outside have the unique opportunity to
serve as their “voices of hope”.

It is a suitable challenge as we begin the New Year
2026.
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE...
Please consider additional opportunities to serve in
December (details at trinity.org/neighbors):
• Saturday suppers on January 3 &10
• Weekly Sunday dinners at Holy Trinity
• GMC Extended Dinners for 50 guestsDecember

22- January 2
• GMC Bagged Lunches - Holy Trinity provides 60

bagged lunches.
Again, please visit trinity.org/neighbors, or e-mail
Helen at HDomenici@trinity.org. �ank you!

THAT'S AWRAP!
On behalf of Anne's Place, Brighter Bites, Fr.
McKenna Center, Friendship Place/Brooks House,
Hope and a Home, Mary House, RCAN, Spanish
Catholic Center, and St. Ann's Center, thank you for
sharing the magic and joy of Christmas. Every year we
lose count of how many presents our volunteers sort
and wrap, but we know it is A LOT! We also achieved
our goal of providing at least one book to every child
under age 14. �anks to all the volunteers and donors
who make the 2025 Giving Tree program a success.

THE THEOLOGY OF EPIPHANY CAROLS
Celebrate the Epiphany through song on Sunday,
January 4, at 10:15 am in Trinity Hall. Brian
Flanagan will lead us in singing some of our favorites
like "We �ree Kings" as well as exploring some lesser
known carols that point to the joy and significance of
this feast. Come and learn more about the theology
of the Epiphany of Christ as expressed in some of
our favorite Christmastide carols. �e
presentation will be repeated on Monday
evening, January 5, at 7:00 pmonZoom.
Please register by scanning the QR code
at right to receive the Zoom link.

THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF
GOD
�ursday, January 1 | 10:00 AM, Church

January 1st is the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God, a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass will
be held at 10:00 AM in the main Church. Please note:
there will not be daily Mass in the Chapel at 8:00 AM
not 5:30 PM.
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JANUARY JOURNEY TO MARIA MADRE
January 22-29 | San Salvador, El Salvador
You are invited to join Holy Trinity's annual trip to
Maria Madre de los Pobres, our sister parish in San
Salvador, El Salvador, from January 22-29, 2026.
Spend aweek recharging your soul as you participate in
the life of this unique parish: get to know parishioners
and staff; experience Salvadoran culture; and learn the
history's impact on society. All are welcome. For more
information, please contact: hdomenici@trinity.org

GET TO KNOW HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL
�e final HTS open
house for next school
year is being held on
January 15, from
9:00-10:30AM.
Applications for
the 2026-27 school
year are due January 30. Register for the open
house at htsdc.org/tours. If you have any questions
or want more information, please e-mail Director
of Admissions Courtney McMahon at cmcmahon@
htsdc.org.

AFTER THE TINSEL AND LIGHTS ARE GONE…
…God’s love still remains. Why not set aside a week
in January -- without leaving town -- to become more
aware of God’s presence in your life? Join the Abiding
in God’s Love Retreat in Daily Life and carve out
30 minutes a day for scripture-based prayer and 30
minutes to speak with a trained guide, online or in-
person. You’ll be invited to reflect on the Mystery of
God's Love spilling over into creation and notice how
God might be inviting you into friendship.
Retreat dates: January 25-31, 2026, Register by
January 11 at trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/gods-
abiding-love-retreat. For more information, contact
Emily Dennis, edennis@trinity.org.

GIVING OPTIONS BEYOND CASH GIFTS
Holy Trinity now offers a secure online platform that
makes it simple to give stock, IRA, or Donor-Advised
Fund gifts directly to the parish. �is trusted tool
- powered by FreeWill’s Smart Giving technology -
helps you complete your asset-based gift in minutes
and automatically notifies our Advancement Office,
ensuring your generosity is properly directed,
recorded, and acknowledged.

To explore these options or start your gift, please scan
the QR code at right. If you have any
questions, please contact Christopher
Dake, Director of Advancement
& Stewardship at cdake@trinity.
org or (202) 903-2837 for personal
assistance. �ank you!

yBEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
�eBereavementMinistry invites anyone grieving the
loss of a loved one to join our grief support groups.Our
next monthly group will meet on Saturday, January
24 from 10:00 - 11:30 AM. A six-week consecutive
grief support group where participants attend all six
weeks will be held January 31 -March 7.�e sessions
run from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM. Our groups offer
a gentle space to share, pray, and find encouragement
with others who understand. Please
register in advance to help us plan
by scanning the QR code at right, or
contact Lisa at bereavementministry.org
or (202) 903-2808.

JUST FAITH: THE LAND IS NOT OUR OWN
We are offering �e Land Is Not Our Own: Seeking
Repair Alongside Indigenous Communities in early
2026. �is is an 8 week series offered by Just Faith
that focuses on indigenous justice. �e program will
begin onMonday, January 12 (7-9pm) and continue
over an 8 week period. It is facilitated by members of
the Social Justice ministry. E-mail aklick@trinity.org
to register.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with
a Mass coordinator before the start of Mass.
�e Mass coordinator is stationed near the
entrance of the Church.

YAC MASS AND CAFE
Sunday, January 11 | 7:15 PM, Chapel followed by
McKenna Hall
�e Young Adult Community will hold its monthly
Mass and Cafe on Sunday, January 11 at 7:15pm in
St. Ignatius Chapel. All those in their 20s and 30's
are invited to attend and join the potluck
snack social inMcKennaHall afterwards.
For more information about the Young
Adult Community, please scan the QR
code at right.
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Mass Intentions

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

WEEK OF DECEMBER 29, 2025

Maria Angelica Martin +

Tom Delaney +

Francis Franco +

Daily Readings

HOLY TRINITY COLUMBARIUM: A SACRED SPACE
OF FINAL REPOSE
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. �e Columbarium is open to all, and
nearly three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

PARISH LOST & FOUND
Numerous items get left behind after Mass and events
- umbrellas, hats, glasses, etc. �e parish lost & found
is located in the sacristy behind the main Church.
Due to space concerns, the lost and found is cleaned
out monthly, with items being donated. �ank you!

The Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas
1 John 2:12-17 | Luke 2:36-40

The Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas
1 John 2:18-21 | John 1:1-18

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Numbers 6:22-27 | Luke 2:16-21

Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and
Gregory Nazianzen

1 John 2:22-28 | John 1:19-28

Christmas Weekday
1 John 2:29–3:6 | John 1:29-34

The Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas
1 John 2:3-11 | Luke 2:22-35

Sunday, December 28

Monday, December 29

Tuesday, December 30

Wednesday, December 31

Thursday, January 1

FRIDAY, January 2

Saturday, January 3

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 | Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 | Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

NOWHIRING: ASSISTANT TO FACILITIESMANAGER
Holy Trinity seeks an energetic, experienced person to
assist our facility director inmaintaining andmanaging
our urban campus. �e Assistant will perform a range
of duties, including directing custodial staff and
contractors, tracking and processing invoices, and
dealing with a range of contractors.
Holy Trinity’s facilities operations are cutting edge
with several energy saving initiatives and best practices
coming on line. �is position will have opportunities
to learn and innovate. For more information or to
apply, please visit trinity.org/jobs.

MORNING PRAYER ONLINE
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated onMondays and Fridays
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer
for information and the link.



MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love
and transform lives.

PARISH CENTER

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours:Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JESUIT STAFF
Pastor

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Paul Brian Campbell
S.J. (202) 337-2840

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

pcampbell@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

PARISH DEPARTMENTS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

jgallerano@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

mcarroll@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Joe Gallerano
(202) 903-2838

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Macaire Carroll-Gavula
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836
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NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION

Welcome to Holy Trinity!
We invite you to join our parish. You
may register at www.trinity.org/register
or scan the QR code using your phone:

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

�e Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition.�ose who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

LGBTQIA+ MINISTRY

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that identity
and mission. Contact PPC President Malcolm McCluskey
at parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.

r



“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The SMILE you want. 

The attention you deserve.
Currently accepting new patients

703.532.3300 | www.doughertyDDS.com
200 Little Falls Street #506, Falls Church VA 22046

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/3298

...or scan

ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Michelle Stehman ~ 717-774-8833
mstehman@diocesan.com
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Our fabulous cookies 
make great gifts!

Two pounds, individually wrapped, boxed 
and shipped within the USA

Call (202) 333-8254 or fax order to (202) 977-2272
1236 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007

FINE EARTH LANDSCAPE, INC.

Since 1977 

DESIGN • INSTALL • PLANT

Licensed funeral establishment in the State of Maryland.

Meaningful
Faith-Infu$ed  
Great Gift$
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Meaningful
Faith-Infu$ed  
Great Gift$

CatholicOliveOil.com

Catholic Olive OilCatholic Olive OilCatholic Olive OilCatholic Olive Oil

Meaningful
Faith-Infu$ed  
Great Gift$
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