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OnWar, Conscience, and Our Call
to Be a People of Peace

In recent weeks we have seen much controversy
emanating from our nation’s conflict in Iran and the
Middle East. Catholic leaders, including Pope Leo

XIV and our own Archbishop McElroy have made strong
statements against the war. Some have asked: What are we,
as Catholics, to think? How are we to respond? How do we
remain faithful amid such complexity?

I write to you not to offer political conclusions, but to
guide us as a parish in forming our consciences, deepening
our faith, and remaining united in Christ.

1. A Moral Framework Rooted in the Gospel

�eChurchdoes not approachwar lightly.Across centuries,
she has developed a moral tradition that seeks both to
restrain violence and to uphold justice. �is includes what
is often called the “Just War” doctrine, which insists that
the use of force is subject to rigorous conditions of moral
legitimacy, such as:

• A just war is a response to an existing or imminent

attack, not a preventative action.
• A just war must have the right intention, not a series of

ever-changing intentions or objectives.
• A just war must clearly show that the benefits will

outweigh the harm which will be done.

At the same time, the Church never ceases to proclaim
that peace is not merely the absence of war, but the fruit of
justice, dialogue, and respect for human dignity.

As Catholics, our first task is not to adopt positions, but to
form our consciences in light of the Gospel.

2. Holding Complexity with Humility

War presents moral situations that are rarely simple.
Faithful Catholics may, in good conscience, arrive at
different prudential judgments about particular conflicts
or policies.

�is does not mean “anything goes.” It does mean that we
approach one another with humility, recognizing that no
single perspective fully captures the moral weight of these
realities.

In a time when many voices around us are often loud, the
Christian is called to be thoughtful, prayerful, and humble.

3. Our Unity Is in Christ

Perhaps the greatest danger in moments like this is not
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disagreement, but division.
We are not first members of political parties or
ideological camps. We are members of the Body
of Christ. At every Eucharist, we are gathered
together—across differences, across opinions, across
experiences—into one communion. �ere, we stand
before the Lord not as adversaries, but as brothers and
sisters.

Let us guard that unity carefully. Let us speak with
charity, listen with respect, and resist the temptation
to reduce one another to positions.

4. Prayer as Our First Response

In the face of war, it can feel that our actions are small.
Yet the Church reminds us that prayer is never small.
I invite us, as a parish, to:

• Pray for all victims of war—especially the
innocent, the displaced, and the grieving

• Pray for those who serve in the military, often
bearing heavy burdens

• Pray for leaders, that they may act with wisdom,
restraint, and a genuine desire for peace

In the coming weeks, we will include special intentions
at Mass and offer opportunities for communal prayer
for peace.

5. Seeing the Human Face of War

War is never an abstraction. It is lived in the lives of
real people—families separated, communities lives
forever changed. I encourage you to:

• Learn about the human impact of the conflict
• Support humanitarian efforts where possible
• Allow compassion—not ideology—to shape your

response

�isWednesday evening at 6:15 PM in McKenna Hall,
we will have a first-hand report on the causalities and
consequences of the war from Father Dan Carrou, SJ,
who serves as the Director of Jesuit Refugee Services
in Beirut, Lebanon.

6. Reacting to Digital Media

Many of us are engaging these issues in a digital

world that often amplifies division and simplifies
complexity. I invite you especially to:

• Seek depth over slogans
• Engage sources that challenge as well as confirm

your views
• Bring your questions into the light of faith and

community

�e Church needs your voice—thoughtful, faithful,
and courageous.

7. �e Eucharist: Where No One Is Distant

Each time we gather at the altar, we are united not
only with those present, but with the whole Body of
Christ—across nations, across suffering, even across
death. �ere are no “distant” people in the Eucharist.

�e victims of war, those who fight, those who lead—
all are held in the prayer of Christ, which we enter.
�is is both our consolation and our responsibility.

Conclusion

Dear friends, we do not face these questions alone.
We walk together—as a parish, as a Church—guided
by the wisdom of our tradition, sustained by prayer,
and united in Christ.

Let us be a community that does not turn away from
the realities of the world, but engages them with
faith, hope, and love.

May the Risen Lord, the Prince of Peace, guide our
hearts, enlighten our minds, and strengthen our
resolve to be instruments of His peace in a wounded
world.
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END-OF-LIFE CARE: ETHICAL CHALLENGES FOR
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Sunday, April 19 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
Fr. Carlos Gómez-Vírseda, S.J., M.D., visiting
scholar at the Pellegrino Center for Clinical Bioethics
at Georgetown, will present on the ethical challenges
surrounding end-of-life care from a Catholic
perspective, with particular attention to recent debates
on euthanasia and assisted suicide. Drawing on real-
life experience as both a physician and a priest, Fr.
Gómez-Vírseda will reflect on how patients can be
accompanied with compassion and dignity while
navigating complex moral, clinical, and legal realities.

AN EVENING WITH JAMES MARTIN, SJ
Monday, April 20 | 6:30 PM, Edward B. Bunn, S.J.
Intercultural Center, Georgetown University
Join us for An Evening with James Martin, SJ, author,
editor at large at America Media, and founder of
Outreach, a Catholic ministry for LGBTQ+ persons.
Father Martin will be joining us to discuss his latest
book, Work In Progress. �is presentation is co-
sponsored by Georgetown's Office of Mission and
Ministry and Holy Trinity.

LGBTQIA+ Full Ministry Meeting,
Sunday, April 19| 1:00 PM, Neale Room & Zoom
Register for the Zoom at trinity.org/lgbtqia-ministry

RESPONDING TO THE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN
LEBANON WITH JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE
Wednesday, April 22 | 6:15 PM, McKenna Hall
Please join us for an evening with Fr. Dan Corrou,
SJ, Regional Director of the Jesuit Refugee Service,
who will share about the plight of the Lebanese
people and migrant workers displaced by the current
conflict in the Middle East, and how JRS is offering
a humanitarian response. For more information,
e-mail Ian Mitchell at imitchell@trinity.org.
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE...
Please consider additional opportunities to serve -
details at trinity.org/neighbors or by scanning the QR
code below:
• Saturday Suppers at Mt. Zion
• Weekly Sunday dinners at Holy Trinity
• Community Collections - next monthly food

collection scheduled for April 26

Please visit trinity.org/neighbors, scan
the QR code, or e-mail Helen at
HDomenici@trinity.org. �ank you!

SISTER PARISH SUNDAY: EXPLORING SOLIDARITY
Sunday, April 26 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
Join leaders from our sister parishes for an engaging
panel on what it means to be in solidarity with Catholic
communities across the globe. Learn the “why” and
“how” of these important faith relationships.

LA FAMILIA MONTHLY GATHERING
Monday, April 27 | 7:00 PM, Zoom
Leaders of the Cabrini Ministry at Sacred Heart will
share how their faith community has been impacted
by ICE and the changing immigration
landscape. �ey will also share opportunities
to accompany families in need. Please RSVP
by scanning the QR code at right.

RETURNING CITIZENS TEAM OPPORTUNITIES
New! Prison Justice Immersion Experience in
Louisiana, April 28-30, 2026
Modeled after our visits to the border and to Alabama,
the 3 day experience will include a visit to Angola
Prison, JSRI, and encounters with leaders in the mass
incarceration space. Two spots left! E-mail aklick@
trinity.org for more information.

May & June Jail Visits
Parishioners are invited to attend facilitated jail visits.
�ese visits are hosted by the Frederick Douglass
Project and require registration. Please indicate that
you are part of the Holy Trinity community when
registering.
May 4: DC Jail Visit, 1pm
May 12: Arlington Jail Visit, 5:30 PM
June 1: Bent Correction (Colo.) Virtual Visit, 6 PM
Please register here: bit.ly/4vx79uT

ANNUAL GARDEN PARTY - SPRING AWAKENING
Friday, May 8 | 6:30 - 8:30 PM, Chapel Gardens
You are invited to a magical evening in the Holy
Trinity Chapel gardens, featuring a festive reception
with hors d’oeuvres & cocktails. Funds raised by
the Garden Party directly support the Holy Trinity
gardens. Tickets are $50/each, and sponsorships are
available. For more information or to order tickets,
please visit trinity.org/gardenparty.

MORNING PRAYER ONLINE
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated on Mondays and Fridays
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer
for information and the link.
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AUTHORMAURAMCGEE ON FAITH, HOPE, & HEALING
Saturday, May 9 | 10:00 AM, McKenna Hall
Maura McGee, author of It is What It is: A Widow's
Journey of Seeking Solace �rough Faith, Family, and
Friends will join us for a conversation on Faith, Hope,
and Healing on Saturday, May 9. Hear how through
faith and hope, she is finding acceptance and how to
live in her family's reality. Please register
in advance to help us plan - Scan the QR
code, e-mail bereavementministry@trinity.
org, or call (202) 903-2808.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY WITH RILA
Holy Trinity is partnering with Restoration
ImmigrationLegalAid, aChristian-based immigration
organization which helps immigrants navigate
the immigration system, to provide dinner for 30
clients and staff combined on May 11, 2026. RILA
supports immigrants in our community
by providing pro bono legal assistance to
those who are the most vulnerable and
who have the fewest resources. Sign up
by scanning the QR code at right.

JESUIT HISTORY TOUR WITH FR. KEVIN &THE
HT HISTORY TEAM
Saturday, June 6 | 8AM-6 PM, $50
As part of the celebration of the 175th Anniversary of
the Main Church, Fr. Kevin and the History Team will
host a tour of Jesuit sites in Maryland. Registration
is required, seating is limited, and there will be a fee
of $50 (lunch included). For more information or
to register, please visit trinity.org/27313-2/ or e-mail
parishlife@trinity.org.
SEEKING PHOTOS FROM SACRAMENTS IN THE CHURCH
As part of the celebration of the 175th anniversary
of Holy Trinity's main Church, we are asking
parishioners to submit photos of Sacraments received
in the building over the years, which we plan to
share. If you have a family sacramental photo you
would like to share, please send an electronic copy
with a description to communications@trinity.org.
(Unfortunately, we cannot accept physical photos.)
We kindly ask that all photos are submitted by the
end of the month - no later than April 30, 2026.
Please note: Submitting a photo implies express consent for the
parish to display and/or publish the photo during the 175th
anniversary festivities. �ank you in advance!

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Mark your calendars for our next grief support group
which will be on Saturday, June 20 from 10:00 -
11:30 AM. If you are interested in attending a series
of six weekly grief support sessions for those who have
lost a love one. Please register to help us
plan by scanning the QR code at right,
or contact Lisa at bereavementministry@
trinity.org or (202) 903-2808.

INFORMATION SESSION ON THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES
Saturday, May 9 | 11:00 AM on Zoom
�e Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola offer
a powerful journey into the mystery of Christ’s life,
death and resurrection. �roughout an 8-9 month
retreat made in daily life, the retreatant can deepen
their intimacy with Jesus, and grow in their practice
of discernment of spirits and self-knowledge. Join
us for an hour conversation about this gift that God
gave the church through St. Ignatius. Contact Ed at
emccormack@trinity.org for the Zoom link.

IGNATIAN TRAINING PROGRAM
Holy Trinity is now accepting applications for
its Ignatian Training Program, a holistic spiritual
formation journey that is designed to prepare
participants for the ministry of spiritual direction.
Rooted in the principles of St. Ignatius, the program
begins with a biblical and theological foundation and
proceeds to the development of the practical skills of
spiritual accompaniment. E-mail Ed McCormack at
emccormack@trinity.org with questions, or visit trinity.
org/training-programs-in-the-ignatian-tradition for more
information and the application.

INVITATION TO SERVE ON THE IGNATIAN
SPIRITUALITY & JESUIT IDENTITY COMMITTEE
�e Ignatian Spirituality and Jesuit Identity (ISJI)
Committee is recruiting new members. Are you able
to serve 3 years beginning September 2026; attend
monthly meetings (mostly virtual!) on �ursday
mornings; advise on how to better advance Ignatian
spirituality and Jesuit identity across the parish; and
participate in ISJI activities throughout the year? If
you answered, "yes," please consider expressing your
interest in serving on the committee by e-mailing
Chair John Oh at isadmin+isji@trinity.org to learn
more! More information may also be found here:
bit.ly/3Qo5bwu

SPRING GARDENING - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Saturday, May 2 | 9:00 AM, Chapel Gardens
Volunteer gardeners meet at the shed near the Chapel.
Folks should bring a bottle of water, gloves, and hand
tools if they have them. RSVP to htgardeners@gmail.
com.
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Mass Intentions

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

WEEK OF APRIL 20, 2026

Andrew Holly +
Dan Deluce & Katriona Palmer
Tina Trivoulides
Marcelo Navajas Arana +
Patricia Peters
Stephen A. Greeley +
John Reynolds +
Cecilia Pedrahita de Rodriguez +
John E. Ryan +
Maureen Coffey & Joe Coffey +
Harry Teter +

Daily Readings

HOLY TRINITY COLUMBARIUM: A SACRED SPACE
OF FINAL REPOSE
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. �e Columbarium is open to all, and
nearly three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

Tuesday of the ThirdWeek of Easter
Acts 7:51—8:1a | John 6:30-35

Wednesday of the ThirdWeek of Easter
Acts 8:1b-8 | John 6:35-40

Thursday of the ThirdWeek of Easter
Acts 8:26-40 | John 6:44-51

Friday of the ThirdWeek of Easter
Acts 9:1-20 | John 6:52-59

Feast of Saint Mark
1 Peter 5:5b-14 | Mark 16:15-20

Monday of the ThirdWeek of Easter
Acts 6:8-15 | John 6:22-29

Sunday, April 19

Monday, April 20

Tuesday, April 21

Wednesday, April 22

Thursday, April 23

FRIDAY, April 24

Saturday, April 25

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14, 22-33 | 1 Peter 1:17-21 | Luke 24:13-35

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Do you know someone who might be interested
in exploring the possibility of becoming Catholic?
It's up to all of us to invite people who might be
interested in learning more about living the Christian
life in the Catholic tradition (whether unbaptized or
already baptized in another Christian communion) to
inquire, that is, to ask questions and engage in personal
conversations with our faith community. Anyone who
wants to learn more about the possibility of becoming
Catholic is welcome to come to the OCIA Inquiry
meetings held every Tuesday at 7:00 PM in the Faber
Room of the Parish Center, including the summer
months. OCIA is a year-round process. Parishioners
are welcome to accompany potential inquirers to
these meetings to help them feel at ease as they begin
the process of looking at the Catholic Church. We
also welcome those who were baptized in the Catholic
Church but who are not yet confirmed. Contact
Anne Koester (akoester@trinity.org) or visit the OCIA
page at trinity.org/become-catholic to learn more.

YOUNG ADULT FAITH SHARING
Every �ursday, through June | 7:00 PM, Chapel
Adults in their 20s and 30s are warmly invited to
gather for prayerful reflection and conversation using
the upcoming Sunday’s readings as a starting point.
No preparation is necessary. Questions? E-mail Abby
and Jane at yacs+spirituality@trinity.org.



MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love
and transform lives.

PARISH CENTER

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JESUIT STAFF

Pastor

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Paul Brian Campbell
S.J. (202) 337-2840

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

pcampbell@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

PARISH DEPARTMENTS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

jgallerano@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

mcarroll@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Joe Gallerano
(202) 903-2838

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Macaire Carroll-Gavula
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836
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NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to
join our parish. You may register at www.
trinity.org/register or scan the QR code
using your phone:

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

�e Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition. �ose who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

LGBTQIA+ MINISTRY

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by e-mailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that identity
and mission. Contact PPC President Malcolm McCluskey
at parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with a
Mass coordinator, stationed near the entrance of the
Church, before Mass begins.
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