
Holy Trinity Parish Pastoral Council Mee4ng Minutes 

April 15, 2026 

 

The mee&ng convened at 7:00 p.m. 

Attendance:  PPC President Malcolm McCluskey; PPC Vice President Frank Butler; 
Fr. Kevin Gillespie, Pastor; Judith Bunnell; John Czajka; Roly Diaz; Jim Hennessey; 
Rob Johansson; Colleen Kennedy; Eric Nicoll; Jacqui Pascal; Pat Towell. 

The Opening Prayer was offered by Pat Towell. 

Welcome and Introductions:   Malcolm McCluskey convened the meeting and 
welcomed parishioners, Holy Trinity staff and PPC members joining the meeting. 

Parishioners Open Forum:  Several parishioners participated in the meeting.  
During the Open Forum these issues were addressed: 

• In response to parishioner inquiry, Malcolm McCluskey provided an update 
on the Council’s ongoing focus on advancing the implementation of synodal 
practices at all levels within the parish, including the PPC itself.  The PPC has 
had a “Formation Moment” focus on this effort during every recent 
meeting.  A discussion on synodality will be led by Frank Butler later in this 
meeting.  The January facilitated discussion with approximately 80 
parishioners regarding the role of women in the church, with a subsequent 
detailed report, is an example of synodal discussion the PPC is committed 
to advancing across the parish.  The Society of Jesus has recently launched 
a global effort to train people to facilitate synodal processes.  Father 
Gillespie will meet with Cardinal McElroy on this topic. 

• Following up on an issue raised by parishioners last month, Colleen 
Kennedy led discussion regarding security across the parish campus.   
Consultants have reviewed the campus and provided recommendations, 
and parish staff leadership, with the assistance of a committee being 
formed, will continue to work toward enhanced security to protect all 
participants in worship and business meetings at Holy Trinity.  This will 
continue to be a top priority in coming weeks. 



Pastor’s Report:  Father Gillespie provided the PPC with updates on several topics 
including: 

• Georgetown University Interim President Robert Groves met with several 
Jesuits recently and provided updates on topics such as campus 
construction projects, and the upcoming transition to the new President. 

• He has prepared a special Pastoral Letter to the Holy Trinity community, On 
War, Conscience, and Our Call to Be a People of Peace, which will be in the 
April 19 bulletin. 

• The Triduum masses and prayer services were highly attended, with some 
4,000 participants in Easter celebrations.  Twenty-three were baptized at 
the Easter Vigil mass. 

• Planning is underway for celebration of the 175th anniversary of the church. 
• The annual picnic will occur on June 13. 
• The YAC ministry held a very robust retreat with 37 participants. 
• He expects to meet with Cardinal McElroy to discuss the lay reflections 

offered during masses, which have been well received by parishioners in 
recent months. 

Committee Reports 

• The Faith Formation Committee is quite active and has three upcoming 
events featuring prominent Jesuits:  Fr. Carlos Gomez-Virseda speaks April 
19 on End-of-Life Care: Ethical Challenges for the Catholic Church; Fr. James 
Martin speaks April 20 regarding his new book, Work in Progress; and Fr. 
Dan Corrou speaks April 22 on the topic Responding to the Humanitarian 
Crisis in Lebanon with Jesuit Refugee Service. 

President’s Report 

• The Elections Committee of the PPC is preparing for annual elections in 
June. There will be four openings.  The electronic process for self-
nominations has been established.  Nominations must be submitted by 
May 22, and the election will occur May 25 to June 14.  The elections will 
be prominently highlighted in the parish bulletin and eLetter.   PPC 
members are each requested to actively solicit parishioners to consider 
running in the election. 



Formation Moment 

Frank Butler led the council in a discussion regarding implementation of synodal 
practices during PPC activities, Spiritual Requirements for a Synodal Parish 
Council.  The principal elements are: a life rooted in prayer; deep listening; 
humility and conversion; discernment over debate; communion and unity, and 
missionary orientation.  Following his presentation council members participated 
in an informal discussion including various suggestions for adjusting how PPC 
deliberations are conducted to move toward a more synodal model. 

Old Business: 

• An update was provided on recommended revisions to the PPC bylaws, 
which were approved by the PPC in February.  The recommendations have 
been incorporated into revised bylaws and Judith Bunnell is working with 
Tony Varas, Pastoral Associate for Liturgy (in attendance tonight) to provide 
parish staff an opportunity for review and to ask clarifying questions.  Final 
approval is anticipated during the May 20 PPC meeting. 

New Business: 

• Christopher Dake, Director of Advancement and Stewardship, provided the 
PPC with an update on the capital campaign, Lighting the Way, which has 
now secured pledges of $3.7 million toward the goal of $14 million. 

• The March meeting minutes were approved unanimously. 
• The next meeting will be held on May 20 at 7:00 p.m. 

The Closing Prayer was offered by Jacqui Pascal. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 


