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Holy Trinity Church: An Evolving Space
For Communal And Personal Worship

By Damian Leader, Holy Trinity History Committee

The best church buildings provide an
environment for both communal liturgy
and individual prayer. How Holy Trinity
parishioners participated at Mass and practiced

personal devotions has evolved since the church was
dedicated in 1851, and our church’s furnishings have
evolved as well.

A visitor to new Holy Trinity in 1851 would have
found a bright and welcoming space, with clear sight
lines to the raised sanctuary from all pews. �e church
is oriented to the east, so prayers were directed towards
Jerusalem and the awaited resurrection. �ere were two
small altars flanking the main altar, which was separated
from the congregation by a rail where the faithful knelt
to receive Communion. Fluted, Ionic pilasters around
the walls recalled the permanence and authority of the
Jesuit churches in Rome.

Around the walls of the nave were the fourteen Stations
of the Cross for devotions, and statues of Mary and
Joseph. In the earliest photos of the church, we see
banks of votive candles in front of the statues, to be lit to
accompany personal prayer.

�ere was no shortage of saints’ statues in Holy Trinity
in its first 100 years, including a Pietà, and parishioners
donated statues of St. Francis Xavier, St. Rita, St. Térèse
of Lisieux, and the Infant Jesus of Prague.

In the late 1880s, the windows were filled with the stained-
glass we see today. Stained glass changes not just the
interior light and ambiance, but symbolically “baptizes”
the worship space, setting it apart from secular space.
�ere is also stained glass in the skylight over the sanctuary,
depicting the four evangelists with their traditional
symbols, and a window over the main doors, which has
the “Shield of Trinity,” illustrating the three persons in the
Holy Trinity, separate but co-equal.

Our earliest photographs of the sanctuary date from
1900 (see above), with the church decorated for its 50th

Holy Trinity interior, c. 1900
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anniversary celebration. �e high altar and tabernacle
are center stage, overlooked by a large painting of
Christ breaking bread at Emmaus. A vigil light is
suspended from the ceiling to emphasize the Real
Presence in the tabernacle, and remind the faithful
to genuflect before it. �e front of the altar had the
Lamb of God relief sculpture which is preserved in the
present altar. �ree Stations of the Cross are visible
on the sanctuary walls, and there is a large crucifix by
the statue of Joseph on the south side of the sanctuary.

In 1920, the new pastor launched a comprehensive
redecoration of the church so that “the devotion
of the faithful should be intensified by statues and
paintings of Our Lord, Our Lady, and the Saints.” He
had a marble canopy built over the altar, installed the
large crucifix within it, and flanked it with niches for
statues of the Sacred Heart and Mary.

Significant changes came to Catholic practice
with the Second Vatican Council 1962-65, which
embraced the call for liturgical reforms which had
been growing through the 1950s. �ere was to be
greater lay participation at Mass, creating a more
interactive Mass. Reciting the rosary during the Mass
was discouraged and other pious practices were de-
emphasized.

How did this renewal play out at Holy Trinity?
In the 1960s statues of saints, votive candles and
other decorations were removed from the sanctuary,
and a new altar was installed from which the priest
celebrated the Mass while facing the people. 1978-79
saw further renovations, which created the sanctuary
essentially as we see it today. �e Communion rail
was removed, leaving no barrier between clergy and
congregation. �e side altars and statues of Mary
and Joseph were removed and the walls behind them
opened up, which increased the sanctuary area. Into
the back walls of these two new spaces round windows
were fitted with stained glass portraits of two great
Jesuit saints, Robert Bellarmine and Isaac Jogues.

�e tabernacle was moved to the new side chapel
on the gospel side, in keeping with post-Vatican II
practice. A new cross was hung in the sanctuary, made
of Lucite with brass and copper fittings with the lamb
of God in the center. Another addition is the statue of
Mary and the Christ Child, a splendid reproduction
of a 15th century German original.

Holy Trinity was most recently refreshed in 2018-
19 when, in addition to the new paint, pews and

floors, the stained-glass windows and Stations were
cleaned and restored, and the electronic sound system
improved dramatically. �e result is the beautiful,
light-filled church interior we have today, as ideal for
the worship of our own time as was the church for
those who celebrated within it during its inauguration
175 years ago.

Holy trinity cHurcH Building 175tH
anniVerSary MaSS
Saturday, June 13 | 4:00 PM, Church

Holy Trinity will celebrate the
175th Anniversary Mass of our
church building on Saturday,
June 13. �e Mass will conclude
with a festive procession from
the church to the campus of
Georgetown Visitation, which

will start our annual parish picnic. (N.B. �ere will be
no 5:30 PM Mass that evening.)

�e celebration will include the premiere of a newly
commissioned musical work by Tim Keyes, featuring
the refrain: “How lovely is your dwelling, Lord, where
thirsting hearts awake to grace; from living waters we
are raised, one people, born to show your face.” We
give thanks for 175 years in this sacred building,
remembering the thousands of disciples baptized
in living water and sent forth as missionaries of the
Gospel.
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Holy trinity PariSH triVia nigHt
Friday, June 12 | 7:00 PM, Trinity Hall
Join fellow parishioners for a night of Holy Trinity
trivia, as well as wine, beer, and snacks. Emcee Helene
Flanagan will test your knowledge, and the winning
table will receive a prize! Sign up as an individual or a
couple, or form a group - register today at trinity.org/
trivia.

cHaPel gardening - VolunteerS needed!
Saturday, June 13 | 9:00 AM, Chapel Gardens
Volunteer gardeners meet at the shed which to the
right of the Chapel. Folks should bring a bottle of
water, gloves, and hand tools if they have them. RSVP
to htgardeners@gmail.com.

Saturday SuPPer VolunteerS needed
Volunteers are needed throughout the summer to
serve healthy meals and provide friendship at our
Saturday Suppers. �ese are held at Mt. Zion United
Methodist Church on 29th Street. Upcoming dates
are: June 20, July 4, and July 11. Please visit trinity.
org/neighbors to sign up, or e-mail hdomenici@trinity.
org

SaVe our SyMPHonieS – Free concert at Holy
trinity
Friday, June 19 | 7:00 PM (doors 6:30 PM), Church
Please join members of the National Symphony
Orchestra and Washington National Opera
Orchestra, for a free public concert at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church inGeorgetown.�is concert is being
sponsored by a community-led citizens organization
called Save Our Symphonies, which is working to
promote solidarity and support for the working
musicians of these two premier orchestras, who have
been facing extremely challenging circumstances due
to recent events at the Kennedy Center.
�e concert will include music by Beethoven and
Mozart featuring leading members of both the NSO
andWNO orchestras, and will be followed by a Q&A
in which the musicians will reflect on their experience
during these unprecedented times. A wine and cheese
reception will follow the concert as well. No tickets
are required, but please RSVP to Matthew Ogden
(mogden@trinity.org) if you plan to attend so we can
be sure to have adequate programs and food.

young adult coMMunity FaitH SHaring
SuMMer ScHedule
�is summer, the Young Adult Community's Faith
Sharing gathering will be held twice a month on
�ursdays at 7 PM on these dates: June 11, June
25, July 9, July 23, August 6, and August 20. We
use the upcoming Sunday’s readings (or a poem
with a spiritual theme) as a point of reflection and
conversation. No preparation is necessary. Questions?
E-mail Abby and Jane at yacs+spirituality@trinity.org.

anSwer tHe call: BecoMe a catecHiSt
Webinars in June & July
Holy Trinity is seeking catechists. Catechists
accompany children in their faith journey through
prayer, conversation, community, and learning. No
teaching experience is necessary—just a willingness
to serve, grow in faith, and walk with our young
parishioners. To help you explore this ministry, we are
offering several “Becoming a Catechist” webinars this
summer. Join us for any one of the following sessions,
all beginning at 7:00 PM:�ursday June 11, Tuesday
June 23, Wednesday July 8, or �ursday July 23. To
register please visit trinity.org/calledtobeacatechist, or
e-mail Sandy at rek8@trinity.org. Pride MaSS and recePtion

Tuesday, June 23 | 6:00 PM,Mass in the Church and
Reception follows in Trinity Hall
All are welcome to attend Holy Trinity's 6th Annual
Pride Mass at 6:00 PM in the church. A reception in
Trinity Hall will follow. Parking will be available at
Visitation.

annual Picnic - Food & Fun For all ageS!
Saturday, June 13 | 5:00 PM, Georgetown Visitation
campus.
Holy Trinity’s Annual Parish Picnic is Saturday, June
13! All are welcome for food and fun, including hot
dogs, beer, cotton candy, Kona ice, face painting,
moon bounce, nail painting, games, and more!
Parish Life is seeking picnic volunteers - to sign up,
visit trinity.org/picnic or e-mail parishlife@trinity.org.
�anks!

Build a BackPack For a Student at tHe
BrookS/FriendSHiP Place
Holy Trinity has committed to provide 40 backpacks
for students at the Brooks, a short-term family housing
facility managed by Friendship Place for families
experiencing homelessness. Volunteers will be on site
during hospitality hours on June 21 to provide tags
to parishioners willing to purchase a backpack and
supplies. Items should be returned by July 19. If you
are unable to pick up a tag in person, please e-mail
hdomenici@trinity.org for a virtual tag!
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BereaVeMent MiniStry
Memorial Day marks the unofficial beginning of
summer - a season filled with vacations, graduations,
weddings, family gatherings, and longer days. Yet for
those who are grieving, this time of year can also bring
reminders of loss and loneliness. Our bereavement
ministry invites anyone carrying the burden of grief to
join our Saturday, June 20 grief support group where
faith, prayer, and compassionate companionship can
offer comfort and hope. �e session runs from 10:00
to 11:30AM. If you are interested in attending this
group session, or a series of six weekly grief support
sessions for those who have lost a love one, contact
Lisa at bereavementministry@trinity.org or (202) 903-
2808. Together we will reflect, share, and support one
another as we seek God's healing presence through
the summer season.

FaitH ForMation regiStration 2026-27
Faith formation registration for the 2026-27 school
year is now open! If you are a returning family, you
will have received an e-mail about enrolling for next
year. For new families, please visit trinity.org/enroll for
more information. We offer an early bird discount
for all who register by June 30. For more information
on SundayMorning religious education classes, please
contact Sandy Nguyen at rek8@trinity.org.

SacraMental PreParation ForcHildren&teenS
Registration for sacramental preparation for First
Penance & First Eucharist and for Confirmation for
2026-2027 is now open! Children usually prepare for
First Penance & First Eucharist in 2nd grade and for
Confirmation in 8th grade. Holy Trinity does expect
that children and teens will have participated in faith
formation the year prior to sacramental preparation,
that is, in 1st grade and 7th grade. If your child has
not been enrolled in faith formation and is in 2nd
or 8th grade or is older and would like to prepare
to celebrate First Penance & First Eucharist and/or
Confirmation, please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann,
akaufmann@trinity.org.

Middle ScHool SuMMer SerViceweek: June 22-26
All current 6th, 7th, and 8th graders are invited to
our 4th annual Middle School Summer ServiceWeek!
Join together with other youth to help out across the
Washington, DC area by serving our neighbors. For
five days, 8:00 am - 3:00 pm, we will gather for prayer,
service, food, fun and conversation.
To register, fill out the form at the QR
code at right. For more information,
please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann,
akaufmann@trinity.org.

coMe & See: encountering JeSuS
St. Ignatius’ early followers called themselves the
Company of Jesus because they knew and loved him
so much. So, how can you know Jesus? Come & See,
a three-week series on Sundays at 10:45 AM, invites
you to explore friendship with Jesus through the
Gospel of John. We’ll meet in the chapel for guided
prayer, then discuss a two-page reflection. �ose
wishing to try out spiritual direction may also meet
with a trained guide as part of this series. Come to
one, two, or all three sessions. Childcare is available.
Register at trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/come-and-
see for the chapel sessions, which start July 12, and to
meet one-on-one with a spiritual director and request
childcare. For more information: Emily Dennis
edennis@trinity.org.

JuneteentH 2026: reMeMBer. learn. SerVe
Friday, June 19 | 11AM- 2PM, 2501 Mill Road NW
Stand on sacred ground. Learn, serve, and honor the
oldest Black cemeteries in DC— a UNESCO Site of
Memory. Free. All ages. Join the Black Georgetown
Foundation on Juneteenth for a day of remembrance,
learning, and service at the Mt. Zion – Female Union
Band Society Cemeteries in Georgetown, DC. For
more information: bit.ly/4fORRfm

lgBtQia+ MiniStry at caPital Pride
Sunday, June 21 | 12:00 PM-7:00 PM
Please support the LGBTQIA+ Ministry by visiting
our booth on Pennsylvania Ave NW at the Capital
Pride Festival! As queer Catholics who belong to an
affirming parish, we welcome this opportunity to
share our stories with those who never dreamed this
was possible, and we invite them to join us. Booth
location TBA. Check the e-letter onWednesday, June
17 for the exact location.

Holy trinity ScHool iS Hiring:
Holy Trinity School is seeking a Part-Time Business
Manager and a School Counselor, Grades 5-8 for
the 2026-27 school year. For full job descriptions and
to apply, please visit www.htsdc.org/careers.

Holy trinity PariSH iS Hiring:
Holy Trinity Parish is seeking Director of Facilities
and an Assistant to the Facilities Director. For full
job descriptions and to apply, please visit trinity.org/
jobs.
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

wedneSday

tHurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

week oF June 8, 2026

Edward Lynett +

Tania Chomiak-Salvi +
Noah Dudek
Ellen Barlow

Catherine Boiardo +
Tim Russert +

Daily Readings

Holy trinity coluMBariuM: a Sacred SPace
oF Final rePoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. �e Columbarium is open to all, and
nearly three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

PariSH loSt & Found
Numerous items get left behind after Mass and events
- umbrellas, hats, glasses, etc. �e parish lost & found
is located in the sacristy behind the main Church.
Due to space concerns, the lost and found is cleaned
out monthly, with items being donated. �ank you!

Tuesday of the TenthWeek in O.T.
1 Kings 17:7-16 | Matthew 5:13-16

Wednesday of the TenthWeek in O.T.
1 Kings 18:20-39 | Matthew 5:17-19

Memorial of Saint Barnabas
Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3 | Matthew 5:20-26

Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Deuteronomy 7:6-11 | Matthew 11:25-30

Saturday of the TenthWeek in O.T.
1 Kings 19:19-21 | Matthew 5:33-37

Monday of the TenthWeek in O.T.
1 Kings 17:1-6 | Matthew 5:1-12

Sunday, June 7

Monday, June 8

Tuesday, June 9

Wednesday, June 10

Thursday, June 11

FRIDAY, June 12

Saturday, June 13

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and
Blood of Christ

Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a | 1 Cor 10:16-17 | John 6:51-58

ignatian training PrograM
Holy Trinity is now accepting applications for its
IgnatianTrainingProgram,whichprovidesparticipants
with the theological content, skill development, and
spiritual formation essential to becoming a spiritual
guide. Rooted in the principles of St. Ignatius Loyola,
the program begins with a biblical and theological
foundation and proceeds to the development of the
practical skills of spiritual accompaniment. Please see
trinity.org/training-programs-in-the-ignatian-tradition
for more information and a link to the application.
E-mail Ed McCormack at emccormack@trinity.org
with questions. Application deadline: June 15

Morning Prayer online
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated onMondays and Fridays
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer
for information and the link.



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love,
and transform lives.

PariSH center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JeSuit StaFF
Pastor

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Parochial Vicar

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Paul Brian Campbell
S.J. (202) 337-2840

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

pcampbell@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

PariSH dePartMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

jgallerano@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

mcarroll@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Joe Gallerano
(202) 903-2838

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Macaire Carroll-Gavula
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836
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new PariSHioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to
join our parish. You may register at www.
trinity.org/register or scan the QR code
using your phone:

order oF cHriStian initiation

�e Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition.�ose who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgBtQia+ MiniStry

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by e-mailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PariSH PaStoral council (PPc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that identity
and mission. Contact PPC President Malcolm McCluskey
at parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with a
Mass coordinator, stationed near the entrance of the
Church, before Mass begins.
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