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Prayer, Simplicity, Service and Community
at Bethlehem Farm

by Maureen Colburn, Holy Trinity Parishioner

Prayer, Simplicity, Service and Community form
the foundation of Bethlehem Farm, a Catholic
faith-based community in Appalachia. �is

summer I accompanied five high school students from
Holy Trinity Parish on a week-long service retreat at
Bethlehem Farm in Alderson, West Virginia. Set on 90
acres in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains, this
former Catholic Worker farm has transformed into a
self-sustaining community dedicated to care for God’s
creation and the principles of Catholic Social Teaching.

Our group was not quite sure what to expect from this
trip. It has been quite some time since I have had to
live in a community with strangers, or done manual
labor. �e students were all good natured but also a
little anxious about what farm life might be like. �e
one thing we did know was that once we arrived there
would be no technology. No phones, no watches, no TV
or radio. One whole week disconnected from our devices
and the world.

“Welcome Home”, these are the first words you hear
when you arrive at the farm. �e caretakers and summer
servants come out of the house to greet you with a

warm hug welcoming you home. Audrey was particularly
touched by this demonstration of community. “�eminute
we arrived at Bethlehem Farm we were greeted with the
saying “Welcome Home” and a hug, creating a positive
community that worked alongside each other. I had never
experienced something like this before from people I
didn’t know.” �e community at Bethlehem Farm opens
your eyes to a different way of life. You pray together, work
together and learn how to live in service to one another
and God’s creation.

Care for God’s creation manifests itself in many different
ways on the farm, some familiar and some not, limiting
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Bethlehem Farm... cont. from page 1

SeaSon oF creation 2026
�e HT Green Team is hosting a full calendar of
events in collaboration with other ministries on
campus. Please visit trinity.org/seasonofcreation to see
the list of offerings. Coming up:

�rough October 4: Self-Guided Pilgrimage
Stroll through the campus gardens on a self-guided
pilgrimage that begins in front of the Upper School.
Each station pairs Scripture, art, and quiet reflection
with this year’s theme of Living Water, inviting you
to pause, pray, and consider our shared responsibility
for creation. Walk it at your own pace — alone, with
family, or with friends — anytime between the World
Day of Prayer and the Feast of St. Francis.

September 13: Mini Green Fair (McKenna Hall)
Visit with partners committed to environmental
education and justice during the hospitality hours.
Guests will include City Blossoms, the Catholic
Garden Network, Integrative Strategies Forum, and
Ward 8 Woods Conservancy.

water and electricity (bucket showers, sawdust toilets
and an electricity fast), eating sustainably (farm
grown, organic and local), and a general reduction
in consumption. Audrey said, “I have always been
interested in the environment and sustainability and
many of the practices on the farm inspired me to
reflect on how I live and where my food comes from.”
�is pillar of simplicity stood out to many in our
group, “�e simplicity of being surrounded by nature
without distractions inspired me to think about the
simple beauty of our world.” - Sophie

During our week we had many opportunities to pray
for and with one another. We started each day with
morning prayer, prayed before meals, prayed with the
work crews before they left the farm and prayed on the
job site before returning home. We finished each day
with evening prayer. Prayer at the farm takes many
different forms. We made collages, wrote poems and
walked through the pasture to the pond. Mary said,
“Prayer at Bethlehem Farm really stood out to me.
My experience showed me the many different ways
of prayer that I have never seen or heard about and I
really want to start praying like that.”

“Grab an impactor and meet me over there.”
Bethlehem Farm operates a home repair service for
the local community. Home owners only pay what
they can for materials and all the labor is free. �ey
rely on groups like ours to help with the repairs but
the construction manager and caretakers work year
round on home repair projects. �e demand is high
and the list of needs is endless. Many of the projects
help to make homes more energy efficient reducing
the homeowners heating and cooling costs and
positively impacting the environment. Our group
replaced windows, installed the underpinning of
a mobile home, and built a sturdy set of stairs for a
disabled veteran. Grace said,“I loved learning how to
use power tools, especially the miter saw. Cutting at
an angle, measuring twice, cutting once. Marcus and
Ryan were so patient and taught me so much. �e
best part was the pride in the homeowner’s eyes when
he saw the beautiful and secure steps we had built.”

We left the farm on Saturday with our lives significantly
richer than when we arrived. We made new friends,
learned how to take a bucket shower, and grew closer
to God and one another. Our task is to figure out how

to bring the prayer, simplicity, service and community
of Bethlehem Farm home with us. Use less water, be
sure to turn the lights out when you leave the room,
talk to your neighbors, cook a meal and invite a
friend to dinner, spend time outside. Jimmy, the
photographer in our group, took this beautiful photo
with a message that blesses you as you leave the farm.
“Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.” And we
intend to do just that.

For more information about Bethlehem Farm, please
visit their website at https://bethlehemfarm.net/.
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concertS at Holy trinity: cHaMber MuSic
witH Jane VourlekiS: “woVen MelodieS”
Saturday, September 12 | 7:30 PM, Chapel
Continuing our chamber music series, please join us
for a free concert being co-hosted by Holy Trinity’s
Young Adult Community in the St. Ignatius Chapel
at Holy Trinity on Saturday, September 12th. �is
concert will feature violist Jane Vourlekis, graduate of
Oberlin Conservatory and Eastman School of Music,
who is active in the music ministry at Holy Trinity.
Joining her will be fellow musicians Eleanor Shen and
Evelyn Song on violin, and oboist Briana Lim.
Questions? Please contact mogden@trinity.org.

book diScuSSion group
Holy Trinity's book discussion group has resumed,
and is reading Colleen Dulle’s Struck Down, Not
Destroyed: Keeping the Faith as a Vatican Reporter. Our
second meeting will be on �ursday, September 10
at 7:15 PM on Zoom, and we'll be reading chapters
three and four for that evening. It is not too late
to join - new members are always welcome! More
information on connecting with the book discussion
group is available at trinity.org/adult-faith-formation/
weekly-book-discussion-group/ or by contacting Brian
Flanagan at bflanagan@trinity.org.

update your calendarS:

Monday, September 7 | Labor Day - Parish offices
are closed

Sunday, September 13
• �e 9:30 AM Mass moves back to 9:00 AM, and

Mass returns to Trinity Hall at 9:00 AM.

• Sunday morning faith formation classes and
programs for children and teens resume.

yac MaSS and caFe
Sunday, September 13 | 7:15 PM, Chapel followed
by McKenna
�e Young Adult Community will hold its monthly
Mass and Cafe on Sunday, September 13, at 7:15 PM
in St. Ignatius Chapel. All those in their 20s and 30s
are invited to attend and join the potluck snack social
in McKenna Hall afterward. For more information
about the Young Adult Community, please see trinity.
org/young-adults.

StrategieS For SurViVal and Finding work
aFter Job loSS
Our parish will again host a series of six weekly sessions
for those who have lost their jobs beginning on
Wednesday, September 30 and continuing through
November 4. Meetings will take place in person in
the Parish Center library from 4:00 - 5:15 PM, and
will be facilitated by parishioner Marie Raber, MSW,
PhD. Participants are warmly invited to stay for 5:30
PM mass each Wednesday in the chapel following
these sessions. Advanced registration is
required - please scan the QR code at
right. For more information, contact Ian
Mitchell at imitchell@trinity.org.

g

Fall trinity FaitH SHaring
Registration deadline September 20
Trinity Faith Sharing groups are forming for Fall
sessions starting the week of September 28 and
continuing for 8 weeks. �ese small groups offer a
time for reflection on and discussion of how Sunday
scriptures intersect with God's movement in our daily
lives. Please visit trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/faith-
sharing-groups for more information and to register.
Please e-mail Catherine Heinhold at cheinhold@
trinity.org with questions.

donationS needed For ignatian Spirituality
proJect retreatS
�rough the Ignatian Spirituality Project, our
parish sponsors retreats for women in recovery from
homelessness and addiction. �e gift of a stuffed
animal and a letter from a Trinity parishioner at the
beginning of the retreat are a welcome comfort. �e
ISP team is seeking donations of new, small (8-10
inches), Flopsie-style stuffed animals for upcoming
retreats. Or, if you'd like to write a letter to a
retreatant, please see guidelines at https://trinity.org/
ignatian-spirituality/cards-for-women-on-isp-retreats/.
Please leave donations at the parish center reception
desk by September 24 to the attention of Catherine
Heinhold. Contact Catherine at cheinhold@trinity.org
with questions.

Marking tHe 25tH anniVerSary oF 9/11
Sunday, September 13 | 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM, Trinity
Hall
On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the 9/11
attacks, we will gather as a community in Trinity Hall
to pray, reflect, and share our experiences of that dark
day.
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abiding in god'S loVe:
An Ignatian Retreat in Daily Life
October 4 - 10, 2026
Register by September 20, 2026
“Our hearts are restless until they rest in You.” – St.
Augustine.
If resting a while in God’s love sounds appealing,
join us for this weeklong at-home retreat. �rough
daily prayer and individual meetings with a spiritual
director, participants will be invited to become more
aware of God's loving presence and action in their
lives. Register at trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/
gods-abiding-love-retreat, or for information e-mail
edennis@trinity.org.

opportunitieS to SerVe
Please consider opportunities to serve this fall:
• Saturday Supper at Mt. Zion on September 12
• Weekly Sunday dinners at Holy Trinity
• Monthly Community Collections
• Tuesday lunches for GMC
You can find details or sign up by visiting
trinity.org/neighbors, scanning the QR
code at right, or e-mailing Helen at
HDomenici@trinity.org. �ank you!

call to action For iMMigration JuStice
OurLady of SorrowsWitness for ImmigrantNeighbors
Tuesday, September 15 | 10:00 AM, St. Peter's on
Capitol Hill
Join the HT Migrant Familia and community
members for a witness for immigrant neighbors. Fr.
Kevin is a concelebrant. Mass will begin at 10 AM
followed by a gathering and prayerful procession to
Congress to then meet with our Representatives to
share Catholic Social Teaching on the dignity of the
human person, call to community, and the preferential
option for the poor.

lgbtQia+ MiniStry eVentS in SepteMber
To register, please visit trinity.org/lgbtqia-ministry/
Family & Friends Discussion Group
Sunday, September 13 | 10:15-11:15AM, Rectory
Men's Discussion Group
Wednesday, September 16 | 7:30 PM, Neale Room
& Zoom
Full Ministry Meeting
Sunday, September 20 | 1:00 PM Neale Room &
Zoom
Women & Marginalized Genders Discussion
Group
Tuesday, September 29 | 6:00 PM, Neale Room

inForMation SeSSion on tHe Spiritual exerciSeS
Saturday, September 19 | 11:00 AM on Zoom
�e Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola
offer a powerful journey into the mystery of Christ’s
life, death and resurrection. Join us for an hour
conversation about this gift that God gave the church
through St. Ignatius. Contact Ed at emccormack@
trinity.org for the Zoom link.

Support our SiSter pariSHeS!
Holy Trinity has sister parishes in three countries: El
Salvador, Haiti and Palestine. �e teams host events
and fundraising opportunities throughout the year.
Coming up:
�e St. Jean Baptiste Team will be onsite Sunday,
September 13 to sell Haitian coffee during the
hospitality hours in McKenna Hall. Proceeds benefit
the school at our sister parish in Haiti.
Ambassador Michèle B. Bowe, GCM of Holy
Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation will share
her recent experienced in Bethlehem at at Holy
Family Hospital with the Holy Trinity
Community. Please register for this virtual
gathering on September 28 at 7 PM by
scanning the QR code at right:

bereaVeMent MiniStry grieF Support
Our next monthly grief support group will meet on
Saturday, September 12 from 10-11:30 AM. Our
general loss six-week grief support group is scheduled
to begin on Saturday, September 26 through
October 31 from 10-11:30 AM. Our Spousal Loss
Grief Group will begin its next six-week session on
�ursday, October 1 through November 5 from
4-5:15 PM, with an opportunity to attend 5:30 PM
Mass in the Chapel. Registration is highly encouraged;
e-mail Lisa at bereavementministry@trinity.org or call
202-903-2808.

returning citizenS teaM engageMent
opportunitieS
September 22 | 5:30 PM, Jail Visit at Arlington
County Detention Facility
September 28 | 6 PM, Virtual Jail Visit at Bent
Correctional Facility in Colorado
Please register through Frederick Douglass
Project via the QR code at right, and
indicate that you are part of the Holy
Trinity community.
September 27
Meet the Returning Citizens Team, Hospitality
Hours, McKenna Hall

y
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

wedneSday

tHurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM

8:00 AM

5:30 PM
8:00 AM

week oF SepteMber 7, 2026

Ronald Bashian +
Elizabeth Clark +

�omas O’Connor +
Patricia Farmer

Nickolas A. Kenworthy +
Vincent & Carmela
Marcaccio +
Marguerite Glover &
Fred Schafer +
Catharina Bernstein
Joyce Nugent +

Daily Readings

Holy trinity coluMbariuM: a Sacred Space
oF Final repoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. �e Columbarium is open to all, and
more than three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Micah 5:1-4a | Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23

Memorial of Saint Peter Claver
1 Corinthians 7:25-31 | Luke 6:20-26

Thursday of the Twenty-thirdWeek in O.T.
1 Corinthians 8:1b-7, 11-13 | Luke 6:27-38

Friday of the Twenty-thirdWeek in O.T.
1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22b-27 | Luke 6:39-42

Saturday of the Twenty-ThirdWeek in O.T.
1 Corinthians 10:14-22 | Luke 6:43-49

Monday of the Twenty-thirdWeek in O.T.
1 Corinthians 5:1-8 | Luke 6:6-11

Sunday, September 6

Monday, September 7

Tuesday, September 8

Wednesday, September 9

Thursday, September 10

FRIDAY, September 11

Saturday, September 12

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ezekiel 33:7-9 | Romans 13:8-10 | Matthew 18:15-20

coFFee & donutS HoSpitality MiniStry
Seeking VolunteerS
�e Hospitality Ministry (a.k.a.Coffee & Donuts) is
seeking new volunteers to serve after the 9:00 AM.
and 11:30 AM Sunday Masses, with our greatest need
following the 11:30 AM Mass. Volunteers receive
training and generally serve once every 6 to 7 Sundays
during the school year and for part of the summer.
Scheduling is flexible.
If you are dependable and enjoy making others feel
welcome, this ministry may be a great fit. �rough
simple acts of hospitality, our volunteers help nourish
the connections that strengthen parish life, one cup
of coffee and donut at a time. For more information,
please contact Macaire Carrol Gavula, Parish Life
Director at 202-903-2801 or mcarroll@trinity.org, or
Carol Maxwell at 703-300-5026 or camaxwell22@
yahoo.com.

MontHly coFFee, donutS, and FellowSHip
aFter tHe 7:30 aMMaSS
Young Adult Community Faith Sharing will resume
its weekly schedule on Thursday, September 10
at 7:00 PM. All are welcome to join the group's
reflection and conversation using the upcoming
Sunday’s readings or spiritual poems as inspiration.
If you have any questions, you can contact Abby and
Jane at yacs+faithsharing@trinity.org



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love,
and transform lives.

pariSH center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JeSuit StaFF
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Parochial Vicar

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Senior Priest

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

John P. Pignone, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Paul Brian Campbell,
S.J. (202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

jpignone@
trinity.org

pcampbell@
trinity.org

pearl@trinity.
org
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new pariSHioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to
join our parish. You may register at www.
trinity.org/register or scan the QR code
using your phone:

order oF cHriStian initiation

�e Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition. �ose who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgbtQia+ MiniStry

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by e-mailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

pariSH paStoral council (ppc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that identity
and mission. Contact PPC President Malcolm McCluskey
at parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with a
Mass coordinator, stationed near the entrance of the
Church, before Mass begins.

pariSH departMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

*Spiritual Direction

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

emenjivar@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

emccormack@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

mcarroll@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Elmer Menjivar
(202) 903-2838

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Ed McCormack
(202) 903-2810

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Macaire Carroll-Gavula
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836
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202.827.6748

Greetings Class of 2030

1236 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007

WELCOME HOME,WELCOME HOME,  
HOYAS!HOYAS!

Stop by to order or call (202) 333-8254

D E L ID E L I

Nancy Itteilag  202-905-7762  itteilag@gmail.com

3201 New Mexico Ave NW #220 WDC 20016 | 202.944.5000

• Washingtonian’s 100 Best Agents 2026 
• #11 Top Agent in DC by Volume Real Trends 2026
• Washington Business Journal 2021 Top #11 Agent
   Metro Area
• Top 10 Agents in the USA 2007 Real Trends/    
   Wall Street Journal
• Representing Washington Area 
   Real Estate Developers and 
   Homeowners for over 25 years!
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Licensed funeral establishment in the State of Maryland.
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