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The Irish At Holy Trinity Parish

by Bernard A. Cook, Holy Trinity History Team

People from Ireland or of Irish descent lived in
Georgetown before the founding of Holy Trinity,
or Trinity Church as it was first named. Among

them were Alexander and James Doyle, descendants of
Irish Catholics who had settled in Maryland. Moving to
Georgetown in the 1780s, they published a newspaper
and a popular Guide to Prayer and Devotion.

Alexander became a successful merchant on High Street,
now Wisconsin Avenue, and a prosperous property
owner. His role in constructing the original Trinity
Church is disputed but his newspaper, the Impartial
Observer and Washington Advertiser, referred to him as
“the protector and principal agent of Trinity Church.” It
was probably through his influence that John �relkeld,
an Anglican, sold for a minimal fee the lot on which the
original Trinity Church was built.

While descendants of old Maryland Catholic families
were initially the principal group of white Trinity
parishioners, the Irish soon became the largest foreign-
born group at Holy Trinity, even before the great wave of
Irish immigrants began arriving in the 1830s. Some were
merchants and shopkeepers; more were skilled workers

Monday - Friday:
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Saturday (Vigil):
Sunday:

8:00 AM— Chapel
5:30 PM— Chapel

8:00 AM— Chapel

5:30 PM— Church
7:30 AM— Church
9:00 AM— Church, Trinity Hall
and Livestream
11:30 AM— Church
5:30 PM— Church

Daily Mass Schedule

SacraMent oF
reconciliation:

Saturdays, 4:30 - 5:15 PM— Church

and laborers. Newly-arrived Irish laborers were engaged in
digging the Potomac Company Canal and working on the
streets ofWashington. Irish workers and their families lived
along the waterfront below Bridge Street, nowM Street, at
the time the poorest area of Georgetown. More prosperous
Irish lived on the higher ground above the river.

Immigration from Ireland slowed during England’s wars
with Napoleonic France and theWar of 1812 but resumed
afterward. Nearly a half million Irish came to the United
States between 1815 and the beginning of the Famine
in 1845, an influx not welcomed by Nativist Americans,
organized as the “Know Nothings.”
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Irish... cont. from page 1

Georgetown College served as a first employer for
many single young male immigrants from Ireland,
who worked as “carpenters, cooks, cobblers, tailors,
and farm workers” until they found employment
elsewhere. Some took other jobs after a few months;
some worked at the College for several years. Many
had a portion of their earnings sent by the College to
relatives in Ireland.

�e partial failure of the potato crop in Ireland
in 1845 ushered in a devastating famine because
the Irish peasantry was totally dependent upon the
potato. When the famine, remembered by the Irish
as the Great Hunger, began the population of Ireland
numbered some 8.5 million, but during the famine
a million Irish died and over a million emigrated.
Massive emigration continued after the potato fungus
receded.

By 1855 over a million Irish had sought refuge in
the United States. Some of the Irish Famine refugees
settled in the poorer sections of Georgetown along
the Potomac and found their way to Trinity but the
bulk of the new wave of poor Irish settled in an area
near North Capitol Street between F and K Streets
derisively called “Swampoodle,” reviled because of
its poverty. �e other Jesuit church in Washington,
St. Aloysius, constructed in 1859 on the edge of
Swampoodle, served them.

�e Irish comprised the largest immigrant group at
Holy Trinity throughout the 19th century, and many
of Holy Trinity’s Jesuit pastors during the 19th century
were born in Ireland. Fr. John McElroy, S.J., who was
born in Enniskillen, County Fermahagh, in 1782
briefly served as an assistant pastor at Holy Trinity and
then in 1845-46 as pastor. He was succeeded by Fr.
Peter O'Flanagan, S.J., who was born at Aghakeeran
in County Longford in 1807. He served as pastor here
from 1846 to 1852. �e present church was built
during his time as pastor.

�ree other Jesuits born in Ireland subsequently
served as pastors at Holy Trinity. Fr. Stephen Kelly,
S.J., who served as pastor from 1881 to 1890, was
born in Dublin in 1833. Fr. John Murphy, S.J., who

was pastor from 1877 to 1878 and again from 1891
to 1892, was born in Queen’s County in 1844. Fr.
William Scanlan, S.J., who served as pastor from 1891
to 1899, was born in Ennis in County Clare in 1840.

Irish Catholics were among the first parishioners of
Trinity. �e gravestones and monuments of Irish
parishioners of Holy Trinity buried in Holy Rood
Cemetery are a testament to the new lives that they
sought to live in America and to their Catholic faith.

only the natiVe Born: the Know nothing
Party in dc
Wednesday, October 7 | 6:30 PM, McKenna
Continuing our reflection on the anniversary of the
main church and the politics of the time, historian
Tyler Anbinder will discuss his book Nativism and
Slavery, focusing on the role of the Know Nothing
party in the years leading to the Civil War. Hosted
by the HT History Team. RSVP to aklick@trinity.org

long-terM SuBStitute needed at holy
trinity School
Interested in potentially serving as a long-term
substitute for Holy Trinity School's Lower School?
We are looking for someone (with experience in
education/working with children) who is available
from late September through the first week of
November. Please e-mail Kate Devlin (kdevlin@htsdc.
org) with your resume if this role is of interest to you!
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SeaSon oF creation 2026
The HT Green Team is hosting a full calendar of
events in collaboration with other ministries on
campus. Please visit trinity.org/seasonofcreation to see
the list of offerings. Coming up:

Mini Green Fair #2
Sunday, September 20 | Hospitality hours, McKenna
This week’s guests include Interfaith Power & Light,
Love & Carrots, Oblate International Pastoral
Investment Fund, Eden's Products and Ward 3
Bicycle Advocates/WABA.

�irst for LivingWater
Sunday, September 27 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
Join Dr. Elizabeth Ferris, Institute for the Study of
International Migration at Georgetown University,
and other presenters to learn about realities faced
by environmental defenders in Central America.
This presentation will explore the human face of the
climate disaster and environmental destruction that
force families from their land and homes. By striving
to listen to “cry of the earth and cry of the poor” in
the light of Laudato Si', this conversation will connect
our thirst for “living water,” the theme of this year’s
Season of Creation, to the dignity of migrants and
our call to welcome the stranger.

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 4 | 2:00 PM, Courtyard &
Playground
We close the Season of Creation as St. Francis did -
surrounded by God's creatures. Bring your pets for an
individual blessing and a joyful afternoon for all ages!

�rough October 4: Self-Guided Pilgrimage
Stroll through the campus gardens on a self-guided
pilgrimage that begins in front of the Upper School.
Each station pairs Scripture, art, and quiet reflection
with this year’s theme of Living Water, inviting you
to pause, pray, and consider our shared responsibility
for creation. Walk it at your own pace — alone, with
family, or with friends — anytime between the World
Day of Prayer and the Feast of St. Francis.

Fall trinity Faith Sharing
Registration deadline September 20
Trinity Faith Sharing groups are forming for Fall
sessions starting the week of September 28 and
continuing for 8 weeks. These small groups offer a
time for reflection on and discussion of how Sunday
scriptures intersect with God's movement in our daily
lives. Please visit trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/faith-
sharing-groups for more information and to register.

returning citizenS teaM
September 22 | 5:30 PM, Jail Visit at Arlington
County Detention Facility
September 28 | 6 PM, Virtual Jail Visit at Bent
Correctional Facility in Colorado
Please register through Frederick Douglass
Project via the QR code at right, and
indicate that you are part of the Holy
Trinity community.
September 27 | Meet the Returning
Citizens Team, Hospitality Hours, McKenna Hall

y

aBiding in god'S loVe:
An Ignatian Retreat in Daily Life
October 4 - 10; Register by September 20
If resting a while in God’s love sounds appealing,
join us for this weeklong at-home retreat. Through
daily prayer and individual meetings with a spiritual
director, participants will be invited to become more
aware of God's loving presence and action in their
lives. Register at trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/gods-
abiding-love-retreat, or e-mail edennis@trinity.org.

BereaVeMentMiniStry grieF SuPPort
Our general loss six-week grief support group is
scheduled to begin on Saturday, September 26
through October 31 from 10-11:30 AM. Our
Spousal Loss Grief Group will begin its next six-week
session on �ursday, October 1 through November
5 from 4-5:15 PM, with an opportunity to attend
5:30 PM Mass in the Chapel. Registration is highly
encouraged; e-mail Lisa at bereavementministry@
trinity.org or call 202-903-2808.

Fall gardening VolunteerS needed
Saturdays - September 26, October 3, October 24 |
9:00 AM, Chapel Gardens
Volunteer gardeners are needed this Fall! Gardeners
meet at the shed to the right of the Chapel. Bring
a bottle of water, gloves, and hand tools if you have
them. RSVP to htgardeners@gmail.com. Thank you!

lgBtQia+ MiniStry eVentS in SePteMBer
To register, please visit trinity.org/lgbtqia-ministry/
Full Ministry Meeting
Sunday, September 20 | 1:00 PM Neale & Zoom
Women & Marginalized Genders Discussion
Group
Tuesday, September 29 | 6:00 PM, Neale
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national chaMBer orcheStra: ViValdi'S Four
SeaSonS&tchaiKoVSKy'S Serenade For StringS
Saturday, October 3 | 7:30 PM (doors 7:00), Church
Concerts at Holy Trinity is excited to welcome the
National Chamber Orchestra to present a concert on
Saturday October 3rd at 7:30pm, featuring Vivaldi's
'Four Seasons' under the direction of Julien Benichou
with internationally acclaimed violin soloist Joshua
Brown. �is concert, on the eve of the Feast of Saint
Francis of Assisi, is an opportunity to celebrate the
beauty of creation with a musical masterpiece inspired
by the endless diversity of nature. Visit trinity.org/
concerts for more information

donationS For ignatian SPirituality Project
�rough the Ignatian Spirituality Project, our
parish sponsors retreats for women in recovery from
homelessness and addiction. �e gift of a stuffed
animal and a letter from a Trinity parishioner at the
beginning of the retreat are a welcome comfort. �e ISP
team is seeking donations of new, small (8-10 inches),
Flopsie-style stuffed animals for upcoming retreats.
Or, if you'd like to write a letter to a retreatant, please
see guidelines at trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/cards-
for-women-on-isp-retreats/. Please leave donations at
the parish center reception desk by September 24
to the attention of Catherine Heinhold, or e-mail
cheinhold@trinity.org with questions.

StrategieS For SurViVal and Finding worK
aFter joB loSS
Our parish will again host a series of six weekly sessions
for those who have lost their jobs beginning on
Wednesday, September 30 and continuing through
November 4. Meetings will take place in person in
the Parish Center library from 4:00 - 5:15 PM, and
will be facilitated by parishioner Marie Raber, MSW,
PhD. Participants are warmly invited to
stay for 5:30 PM mass each Wednesday
in the chapel following these sessions.
Advanced registration is required - please
scan the QR code at right.

y

MoVieMoMentS oF grace: All ThAT's lefT of You
Friday, October 9 | 7:30 PM, Zoom
Movie Moments of Grace will kick off its 2026-2027
season with a discussion of All �at's Left of You. �e
movie takes place In the Occupied West Bank of the
1980's. A Palestinian teenager is swept into a protest
that changes the course of his family's life. Reeling
from the aftermath, his mother shares the story that
led them to that fateful moment. �is epic drama,
which spans seven decades, reveals not only the scars
of displacement, but the unbreakable spirit of survival.
Register for the Zoom link by 10:00 PM October 8
at trinity.org/mmog

aMPliFy!
Social Justice and Religious Education are co-hosting
a delegation of 25 at this year's Ignatian Family Teach
in for Justice November 14-16 in Arlington. If you
need financial assistance or would like to donate to
cover delegation fees, please contact Ashley, aklick@
trinity.org or Anne Marie, akaufmann@trinity.org.

coFFee&donutS VolunteerS needed
�e Hospitality Ministry (a.k.a.Coffee & Donuts) is
seeking new volunteers to serve after the 9:00 AM.
and 11:30 AM Sunday Masses, with our greatest need
following the 11:30 AM Mass. Volunteers receive
training and generally serve once every 6 to 7 Sundays
during the school year and for part of the summer.
Scheduling is flexible. For more information, please
contact Macaire Carroll-Gavula, Parish Life Director
at 202-903-2801 or mcarroll@trinity.org.

reFraMing PuBlic SaFety: FroM PuniShMent
to PreVention to reconciliation
�ursday, October 1 | 6:30 PM, McKenna Hall
Hosted by the HT Returning Citizens Team
�is forum is designed to foster honest, thoughtful
dialogue at a time when a charged political climate is
stoking fear and spreading misinformation. Panelists
will draw on both a lived experience and community
wisdom to lead a discussion that confronts the root
causes of violence, debunks harmful myths, and
facilitates a collective vision of public safety that
benefits every neighborhood and resident. RSVP to
hdomenici@trinity.org

SiSter PariSheS: aMBaSSadorMichèle B. Bowe
Monday, September 28 | 7:00PM, via Zoom
Holy Trinity has sister parishes in three countries: El
Salvador, Haiti and Palestine. On Monday, September
28, Ambassador Michèle B. Bowe, GCM of Holy
Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation will share
her recent experienced in Bethlehem at at Holy
Family Hospital with the Holy Trinity
Community. Please register for this virtual
gathering on September 28 at 7 PM by
scanning the QR code at right:

y
y

y
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

wedneSday

thurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

weeK oF SePteMBer 21, 2026

Jean Atchley Dugan +
Joseph Falzon+
Gary Bruno Garofalo +
Margaret Doherty +
Marsha Sullivan +

Charles Myler +
Paul Kick III +
Courtney Joyce +

Joyce Nugent +
Randy Leitner +

Daily Readings

holy trinity coluMBariuM: a Sacred SPace
oF Final rePoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. �e Columbarium is open to all, and
more than three-quarters of the niches have been sold.

For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

PariSh loSt& Found
Numerous items get left behind after Mass and events
- umbrellas, hats, glasses, etc. �e parish lost & found
is located in the sacristy behind the main Church.
Due to space concerns, the lost and found is cleaned
out monthly, with items being donated. �ank you!

giVing oPtionS Beyond caSh giFtS
Holy Trinity now offers a secure online platform that
makes it simple to give stock, IRA, or Donor-Advised
Fund gifts directly to the parish. �is trusted tool
- powered by FreeWill’s Smart Giving technology -
helps you complete your asset-based gift in minutes
and automatically notifies our Advancement Office,
ensuring your generosity is properly directed,
recorded, and acknowledged.
To explore these options or start your gift, please scan
the QR code at right. If you have any
questions, please contact Christopher
Dake, Director of Advancement &
Stewardship at cdake@trinity.org or
(202) 903-2837 for personal assistance.
�ank you!

Tuesday of the Twenty-fifthWeek in O.T.
Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13 | Luke 8:19-21

Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina
Proverbs 30:5-9 | Luke 9:1-6

Thursday of the Twenty-fifthWeek in O.T.
Ecclesiastes 1:2-11 | Luke 9:7-9

Friday of the Twenty-fifthWeek in O.T.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 | Luke 9:18-22

Saturday of the Twenty-FifthWeek in O.T.
Ecclesiastes 11:9—12:8 | Luke 9:43b-45

Feast of Saint Matthew
Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13 | Matthew 9:9-13

Sunday, September 20

Monday, September 21

Tuesday, September 22

Wednesday, September 23

Thursday, September 24

FRIDAY, September 25

Saturday, September 26

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 55:6-9 | Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a | Matthew 20:1-16a



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love,
and transform lives.

PariSh center
Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

jeSuit StaFF
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Parochial Vicar

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Senior Priest

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

John P. Pignone, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Paul Brian Campbell,
S.J. (202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

jpignone@
trinity.org

pcampbell@
trinity.org

pearl@trinity.
org
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new PariShioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to
join our parish. You may register at www.
trinity.org/register or scan the QR code
using your phone:

order oF chriStian initiation

�e Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition. �ose who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgBtQia+ MiniStry

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by e-mailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PariSh PaStoral council (PPc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that identity
and mission. Contact PPC President Malcolm McCluskey
at parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with a
Mass coordinator, stationed near the entrance of the
Church, before Mass begins.

PariSh dePartMentS
Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

*Spiritual Direction

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

emenjivar@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

emccormack@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

mcarroll@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Elmer Menjivar
(202) 903-2838

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Ed McCormack
(202) 903-2810

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Macaire Carroll-Gavula
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836



“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

Stay on top of the most 
important Catholic news stories.
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202.827.6748

Greetings Class of 2030

1236 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007

WELCOME HOME,WELCOME HOME,  
HOYAS!HOYAS!

Stop by to order or call (202) 333-8254

D E L ID E L I

Nancy Itteilag  202-905-7762  itteilag@gmail.com

3201 New Mexico Ave NW #220 WDC 20016 | 202.944.5000

• Washingtonian’s 100 Best Agents 2026 
• #11 Top Agent in DC by Volume Real Trends 2026
• Washington Business Journal 2021 Top #11 Agent
   Metro Area
• Top 10 Agents in the USA 2007 Real Trends/    
   Wall Street Journal
• Representing Washington Area 
   Real Estate Developers and 
   Homeowners for over 25 years!
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FINE EARTH LANDSCAPE, INC.

Since 1977 

DESIGN • INSTALL • PLANT

Licensed funeral establishment in the State of Maryland.
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