
Holy Trinity Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Mee6ng Minutes 

June 17, 2026 

 

The mee&ng convened at 7:15 p.m. 

Attendance:  PPC President Malcolm McCluskey; PPC Vice President Frank Butler; 
Fr. Kevin Gillespie, Pastor; Judith Bunnell; John Czajka; Roly Diaz; Jim Hennessey; 
Rob Johansson; Colleen Kennedy; Gail Louis; Eric Nicoll; Paul Ravenscroft; Pat 
Towell and newly elected members (taking office in September) Richard Lee 
Bryan Walsh. 

The Opening Prayer was offered by Malcolm McCluskey 

Welcome and Introductions:   Malcolm McCluskey convened the meeting and 
welcomed parishioners, Holy Trinity staff and PPC members joining the meeting.  
This is the final meeting of the 2025-2026 year. 

Synodality Conversation:  As part of the PPC’s focus on operating with synodal 
practices and to reflect on the work of the Council over the past year, Frank Butler 
led a reflection on readings from the Gospel of John and the Acts of the Apostles.  
PPC members reflected on some of the major topics considered in the past year, 
and provided an opportunity to consider: 

• What gives you hope? 
• Who in our community may not have been heard? 

After sharing individual reflections, PPC members were asked to consider 
common themes raised from the individual reflections and then shared additional 
reflections. 

Magnifica Humanitas:  Frank Butler provided PPC members with an overview of 
Pope Leo XIV’s first encyclical and its wide-ranging focus on Artificial Intelligence, 
the social teachings of the church, and human dignity.  The encyclical is the result 
approximately ten years of study and dialogue and will impact the worldwide 
church significantly in the years to come.  Holy Trinity recently hosted the first in a 
series of discussions on the encyclical in which about 60 parishioners participated.  
The next discussion will be in July. 



 

Parishioners Open Forum:  No parishioners raised topics for discussion.   

Pastor’s Report:  Father Gillespie provided the PPC with updates on several topics 
including: 

• The parish is currently hosting a Shroud of Remembrance for the more than 
18,000 Palestinian children killed during the ongoing conflict in Gaza.  The 
shroud is traveling throughout the U.S., allowing parishioners to inscribe 
the names of individual children.   

• Father Gillespie, Deacon Charles Huber and many parishioners participated 
in the Feast of Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession for Immigrants on June 
7.  The Procession began at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart, which has seen 
numerous parishioners deported in recent months. 

• The tithe program has approved approximately $600,000 in grants to 32 
nonprofit organizations this year.  More than 90 proposals were received, 
and Fr. Gillespie commended the extraordinary work done by the Social 
Justice Committee’s Tithe Subcommittee in reviewing them and developing 
recommendations.    

• Holy Trinity had a very successful celebration of the 175th anniversary of the 
church June 12 and 13 which included a Holy Trinity trivia event, a special 
anniversary mass in the church, and a procession to the annual picnic at 
Visitation school.  Parishioners submitted photos of their family members 
receiving sacraments in the church, and a new hymn was commissioned to 
commemorate the 175th Anniversary, How Lovely is Your Dwelling Place by 
Tim Keyes.  During the weekend prior to the anniversary, more than 50 
parishioners participated in a pilgrimage to key Catholic and Jesuit historical 
sites in southern Maryland. 

• The annual Pride Mass will take place on June 23. 
• Newly ordained father John Pignone, S.J., will join Holy Trinity and preside 

in his first mass here on July 5 at 9:30 a.m. 
• Fr. Gillespie invited Allie Carter to report on the status of the capital 

campaign, which has now raised more than $5 million toward the $14 
million goal. 

• A new Director of Facilities is expected to be hired this week. 

 



By-Laws Follow up: 

As follow up to discussions in May, when revisions to the Bi-Laws were approved 
except for “Recommendation 5” from parish senior staff, the Council discussed 
these two items: 

• It was agreed that the Pastor should not appoint Committee members.   A 
motion was offered by Malcolm McCluskey to strike the words “and 
members are appointed by the Pastor” from this sentence: “The 
Committee may recommend prospective members, taking into account 
specific skills and attributes, and members are appointed by the Pastor.”  
The motion to strike the words was seconded by Pat Towell and 
unanimously approved.  John Czajka pointed out that this left unresolved 
who actually appointed committee members. It was agreed that John 
would resolve this with Jacqui Mooney and text would be added as needed. 

• There was additional discussion regarding whether Committee meetings 
should be required to be open to non- committee members.  There was not 
a consensus.  Further discussion will occur.   This may be an agenda item 
when the annual retreat for PPC and Committee leadership occurs in the 
Fall. 

Elections Update: 

The election to fill four open seats on the PPC concluded on June 14 and the 
following individuals were elected:  Thomas Hill; Richard Lee; Eric Nicoll and Bryan 
Walsh.  More than 300 parishioners voted.  There was discussion about the 
disappointing fact that no women ran for a seat on the Parish Council despite 
efforts to recruit candidates. 

President’s Report: 

• Roly Diaz offered a motion to approve the draft minutes of the May 
meeting.  It was seconded by Frank Butler and unanimously approved. 

• Discussion was held regarding preparation for a one-day retreat for PPC 
members, leaders of parish Committees, and parish senior staff.  A team 
has been formed and will begin developing plans for the retreat. 

Recognitions: 



Father Gillespie recognized the many accomplishments of the departing members 
of the PPC and thanked them for their service and advice and counsel to him 
during their terms on the Council.   Those departing are:  Judith Bunnell; Roly 
Diaz; Rob Johansson, and Gail Louis. 

The Closing Prayer was offered by Malcolm McCluskey. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


