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Know Nothings – Briefly – Take OverWashington

by Todd Kushner, Holy Trinity History Team

The groundbreaking for Holy Trinity’s new church
building in 1846 was an occasion of great
joy. �ousands of Catholic immigrants from

Germany and Ireland had moved to the Washington
area, and the size of the parish had swelled as a result.
However, nativists — people who sought to preserve the
power of native-born Protestants, stop immigration, and
purge Catholics from public life — were also on the rise
in Washington. It was an era of anxiety.

Anti-immigrant sentiment had begun to surge as early
as 1832, when local Washington officials blamed Irish
and German Catholic immigrants for a deadly cholera
epidemic. Just two years later, anti-immigrant attitudes
were reinforced when President Jackson cited “armed
rioting” as the justification to send federal troops to quell
a strike by Irish work crews along the C&O Canal.

Another anti-immigration development of the 1830s was
the emergence of the xenophobic Washington Native
American Association, which emerged in 1837 “to save
our institutions from the corruption of foreign countries
and ourselves from the loss of our birthrights.” �e
association touted increasingly crude anti-immigrant
stereotypes and anti-Catholic rhetoric.

Monday - Friday:

Saturday:

Saturday (Vigil):
Sunday:

8:00 AM— Chapel
5:30 PM— Chapel

8:00 AM— Chapel

5:30 PM— Church
7:30 AM— Church
9:00 AM— Church, Trinity Hall
and Livestream
11:30 AM— Church
5:30 PM— Church

Daily Mass Schedule

SacraMent oF
reconciliation:

Saturdays, 4:30 - 5:15 PM— Church

Although the association received extensive public
attention, it disbanded within a few years due to a lack
of support. Nativism in Washington did not go away,
however; it just went underground in the form of the Know
Nothing society. �is group was a fraternal order complete
with secret handshakes, signals, passwords, and elaborate
superpatriotic initiation rituals and an anti-catholic, anti-
slavery, anti-immigrant, and anti-liquor agenda. Officially
known as the Order of the Star Spangled Banner or the
American Party, members claimed to “know nothing”
about the order when asked, thus, giving the group its
colloquial name. �ey organized covertly and sought to
infiltrate existing political structures.

Replacement for the Papal stone destroyed by the Know-Nothings
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The Know-Nothings... cont. from page 1

Wanted: JoyFul, energetic, Faith-Filled, and
hope-Filled youth MiniSterS!
Interested in fostering faith and hope in our day and
for the future? Join the Holy Trinity Youth Ministry
Team as volunteers and co-leaders! Youth Ministry is
seeking reliable, faithful adults, young at heart, full of
energy, with the desire and willingness to accompany
the teens of our parish in their faith journeys. We
welcome your support with Sunday morning Youth
Ministry activities, and with coordinating, planning,
and communicating related teen events. If you are
interested, or have questions, please contact Nora
Heimann, Senior Coordinator of Youth Ministry, at
202-903-2846 or nheimann@trinity.org

NB: All adults who volunteer with youth are required
to complete a background check and attend aVIRTUS
Safe Environment session in compliance with policies
set forth by the Archdiocese of Washington Office of
Child Protection and Safety.

In March 1854, vandals believed to be Know Nothing
members broke into the Washington Monument
building site and demolished a commemorative stone
donated by Pope Pius IX.

In June of the same year, Washingtonians found that
they had unwittingly elected Know Nothing member
JohnT.Towers as mayor and his fellow KnowNothing
members to the majority in both chambers of the city
council. �e society had worked surreptitiously for
over a year to this end, hiding both its own existence
and the affiliation of its candidates. Washington was,
thus, the first city to elect a Know Nothing mayor and
municipal government.

According to historian Jennifer Altenhofel, “Know
Nothingism in the capital virtually destroyed
opportunities for Irish [and by extension other
Catholic] men and consigned them to a back seat
role in the public sphere of Washington society and
politics.” Many Catholic men, including Holy Trinity
parishioners of higher social status, lost government
contracts and were excluded or purged from
government positions.

Eventually, the Washington Know Nothings prevailed
on their compatriots in Congress to pass legislation
limiting immigrant voting rights in Washington
DC. �ey took to local newspapers, railing against
immigration, the foreign-born, Catholics, and alcohol.

However, the Know Nothing municipal coup faced
significant opposition from the beginning. Opponents
countered by pointing to the Constitution and
Declaration of Independence (which attacked George
III for discouraging immigration), while noting that
Lafayette and other Catholics had served America
nobly.�ese opponents soon joined forces to form the
Anti-KnowNothing Party, and as a result,Washington
became the first city to repudiate a Know Nothing
government. �e Know Nothings lost municipal
control in 1856.

�ere was one final skirmish in the following year,
when the Know Nothings attempted a comeback
by deploying gangs of Baltimore thugs armed with
guns, knives, clubs, and cannon to disrupt municipal
elections. �is, however, failed when the gangs

were dispersed in a bloody clash with US Marines
dispatched by President Buchanan.

�e Know Nothings never again took control of
local power in Washington. �e long-held tradition
of religious ecumenism and tolerance in our nation’s
capital prevailed.

(�e principal sources for this article are WilliamWarner’s At Peace
with �eir All Neighbors: Catholics and Catholicism in the Nation’s
Capital 1787-1860 and Jennifer Altenhofel’s Keeping House: Irish
and Irish-American Women in the District of Columbia 1850-
1890.)
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lgBtQia+ MiniStry eVentS in octoBer
Family & Friends Discussion Group
Sunday, October 11 | 10:15 AM, Neale Room
Full Ministry Meeting
Sunday, October 18 | 1:00 PM, Neale Room &
Zoom.
Men's Discussion Group
Wednesday, October 21 | 7:30 PM, Neale Room &
Zoom.
Women and Marginalized Genders Discussion
Group
�ursday, October 22 | 6:00 PM, Neale Room

Please see the webpage for details on all meetings.

laStWeek to regiSter
young adult coMMunity Fall retreat
Saturday, October 24 | 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM,
Franciscan Monastery, Washington, DC
Registration deadline: October 16
Our faith teaches that our loving God has been
creating us from our first moments of life, but it can
be easy to overlook the action of the divine in the
everyday. �rough this day away at the Franciscan
Monastery in Washington, DC, young adults will
explore how God has been with us in our journey so
far and where God is meeting us in our lives now.
Periods of sharing and reflection will be grounded
in the spirituality of St. Ignatius Loyola. For more
information and to register, please visit trinity.org/yac-
retreat. Contact hospitality minister Connor Bliss at
yacs+retreat@trinity.org with questions.

young adult coMMunityMaSS and caFe
Sunday, October 11| 7:15 PM, Chapel followed by
McKenna Hall
�e Young Adult Community will hold its monthly
Mass and Cafe on Sunday, October 11 at 7:15 PM
in St. Ignatius Chapel. All those in their 20s and 30s
are invited to attend and join the potluck snack social
in McKenna Hall afterward. For more information
about the Young Adult Community, please see trinity.
org/young-adults.

Morning prayer online
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated onMondays and Fridays
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer
for information and the link.

pariSh dialogue on Mental health and
WellneSS
Saturday, October 17 | 3:00 PM, McKenna

All adult parishioners are invited to join fellow Holy
Trinity parishioners and staff for an in-person dialogue
on Mental Health and Wellness. �e gathering will
be an opportunity to engage in a facilitated process
to listen to one another's experience of helps and
challenges to mental health and wellness.

�egatheringwill beginat3:00PM(light refreshments
will be available), andwill conclude by 5:00 PM. After
the dialogue, participants may want to attend the 5:30
PM vigil Mass in the Church to pray
together. Please register in advance
for planning purposes by scanning
the QR code at right, or contact Ian
Mitchell, imitchell@trinity.org.

�is gathering is especially timely as Pope Leo XIV
is this month inviting the world to join him in his
prayer for mental health ministry, “that we may learn
to welcome and integrate care for mental health into
the life and ministry of our communities and of the
whole Church.”�e U.S. Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
have designated October 11th as Mental Health
Sunday (2nd national observance). �e bishops have
also developed an annual Novena for Mental Health,
which Catholics across the country will be praying
together fromOctober 10 to 18. Please visit USCCB's
National Catholic Mental Health Campaign at usccb.
org/mental-health to learn more.

BereaVeMentMiniStry grieF Support
Fall is upon us. For those who are grieving the loss of a
loved one, this changing season can bring memories,
emotions, and a longing for what once was. Yet fall
can also remind us that even in times of change and
loss, God is with us and new beginnings are possible.
Our next monthly drop-in support group will meet
on Saturday, October 17 from 10:00 - 11:30 AM
You are invited to join our grief support groups for a
time of prayer, reflection, sharing, and compassionate
support. Additionally, please join us on Monday,
November 2 between 6:00 - 6:45 PM for fellowship
in McKenna Hall prior to the All Souls Prayer
Service. Registration is highly encouraged; e-mail
bereavementministry@trinity.org or call Lisa 202-903-
2808.
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Fall gardening VolunteerS needed
Saturday, October 24 | 9:00 AM, Chapel Gardens
Volunteer gardeners are needed this Fall! Gardeners
meet at the shed to the right of the Chapel. Bring
a bottle of water, gloves, and hand tools if you have
them. RSVP to htgardeners@gmail.com. �ank you!

htS SeekS part-tiMeMuSical director
Holy Trinity School is seeking a part-time, after
school Director for our school Musical Production.
�e ideal candidate will have experience directing or
producing musical theater with middle-school-aged
students and will bring both theatrical expertise and a
genuine appreciation for working with young people.
For more information or to apply, please contact
principal@htsdc.org.

Join the holy trinity delegation For the
2026 ignatian FaMily teach-in For JuStice
November 14-15; Arlington, VA
�e Teach-In is a place for members of the Ignatian
family (Jesuit institutions and larger Catholic
Church) to be empowered, re-energized, inspired,
challenged, and supported by a community that
sees faith and justice integrally linked. Now in its
29th year, the Teach-In has a rich history rooted in
honoring the Jesuits and their companions who were
martyred in El Salvador in 1989. Social Justice and
Religious Education are co-hosting a delegation (25
participants). Please register early to guarantee your
spot! Please contact Ashley Klick, aklick@trinity.
org or Anne Marie Kaufmann, akaufmann@trinity.
org. Learn more at ignatiansolidarity.net/iftj/

2027 iMMerSion experienceS
�e Social Justice Ministry works to provide
opportunities for parishioners to be in proximity
of marginalized communities locally and outside of
the DMV. We believe that proximity "bridges the
gap between abstract data and real-world impact,
replacing passive "awareness" with empathetic,
informed, and transformative action." It challenges
"othering" and provides an opportunity to listen to
the people directly impacted by injustice. Contact
Ashley Klick (aklick@trinity.org) with questions or for
more information.

Immersion Experience in Alabama with Catholic
Mobilizing Network (Jan 7-10, 2027) Plans are
underway for our 4th pilgrimage to Montgomery and
Selma. Registration is open until November 1.

Family Experience in El Salvador with Building
Futures (August 2027) A group of families fromHoly
Trinity will travel to San Salvador, El Salvador with
the Building Futures Project for a week-long hand-on
service and cultural immersion experience. �e trip
is limited to 10-20 individuals and is organized for
families to do together. �e trip dates are August 14-
21, 2027. �e cost is $1,200 per person plus the cost
of booking a flight.

the Vatican and WoMen deaconS: a
conVerSation With dr. phylliS Zagano
Saturday, November 7 | 10:00 AM, McKenna Hall

All are invited to join Dr. Phyllis Zagano on Saturday,
November 7, 2026 from 10:00 - 11:30 AM in
McKenna Hall for a presentation and conversation on
her recently published book �e Vatican and Women
Deacons (Orbis, May 2026). Dr. Zagano is recognized
as one of the foremost authorities on women in the
diaconate. In 2016, Pope Francis appointed her to
the Papal Commission of Study on the Diaconate of
Women. Light refreshments will be available. Please
register in advance. Questions can be directed to Ian
Mitchell, Coordinator of Adult Faith Formation, at
imitchell@trinity.org.

Monthly coFFee, donutS, and FelloWShip
aFter the 7:30 aMMaSS
�e monthly gathering with coffee, donuts, and
fellowship continues in the Parish Center Library
after the 7:30 AM Mass on Sunday, October 11.
�e gathering is potluck and contributions can be
dropped off in the Library before Mass.

holy trinity School Fall claSSic
Monday, October 19 | Army-Navy Country Club
Please join us for a day of community building and
raising money for Holy Trinity School scholarships.
�ere is a golf scramble, pickleball
round-robin, cocktail party, and
sponsorships to choose from. All are
welcome! Please scan the QR code at
right for details.
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

WedneSday

thurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

Week oF octoBer 12, 2026

Karl Pucher +
Mary Anne Roberts +
Ray Campagna +
Richard Johnston III +

Regina Lion Beatty +
Joyce Metzer +
Marcelo Navajas Arana +
Rev. Robert Haskins SJ +
Diane Jones +
Ben Franke +
Courtney Joyce +

Daily Readings

holy trinity coluMBariuM: a Sacred Space
oF Final repoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. �e Columbarium is open to all, and
more than three-quarters of the niches have been sold.
For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

pariSh loSt& Found
Numerous items get left behind after Mass and events
- umbrellas, hats, glasses, etc. �e parish lost & found
is located in the sacristy behind the main Church.
Due to space concerns, the lost and found is cleaned
out monthly, with items being donated. �ank you!

giVing optionS Beyond caSh giFtS
Holy Trinity now offers a secure online platform that
makes it simple to give stock, IRA, or Donor-Advised
Fund gifts directly to the parish. �is trusted tool
- powered by FreeWill’s Smart Giving technology -
helps you complete your asset-based gift in minutes
and automatically notifies our Advancement Office,
ensuring your generosity is properly directed,
recorded, and acknowledged.
To explore these options or start your gift, please scan
the QR code at right. If you have any
questions, please contact Christopher
Dake, Director of Advancement &
Stewardship at cdake@trinity.org or
(202) 903-2837 for personal assistance.
�ank you!

Tuesday of the Twenty-eighthWeek in O.T.
Galatians 5:1-6 | Luke 11:37-41

Wednesday of the Twenty-eighthWeek in O.T.
Galatians 5:18-25 | Luke 11:42-46

Memorial of Saint Teresa of Jesus
Ephesians 1:1-10 | Luke 11:47-54

Friday of the Twenty-eighthWeek in O.T.
Ephesians 1:11-14 | Luke 12:1-7

Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Antioch
Ephesians 1:15-23 | Luke 12:8-12

Monday of the Twenty-eighthWeek in O.T.
Galatians 4:22-24, 26-27, 31–5:1 | Luke 11:29-32

Sunday, October 11

Monday, October 12

Tuesday, October 13

Wednesday, October 14

Thursday, October 15

FRIDAY, October 16

Saturday, October 17

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 25:6-10a | Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 | Matthew 22:1-14



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love,
and transform lives.

pariSh center
Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JeSuit StaFF
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Parochial Vicar

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Senior Priest

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

John P. Pignone, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Paul Brian Campbell,
S.J. (202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

jpignone@
trinity.org

pcampbell@
trinity.org

pearl@trinity.
org
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neW pariShioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to
join our parish. You may register at www.
trinity.org/register or scan the QR code
using your phone:

order oF chriStian initiation

�e Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition.�ose who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgBtQia+ MiniStry

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by e-mailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

pariSh paStoral council (ppc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that identity
and mission. Contact PPC President Malcolm McCluskey
at parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with a
Mass coordinator, stationed near the entrance of the
Church, before Mass begins.

pariSh departMentS
Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

*Spiritual Direction

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

emenjivar@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

emccormack@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

mcarroll@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Elmer Menjivar
(202) 903-2838

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Ed McCormack
(202) 903-2810

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Macaire Carroll-Gavula
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836



“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

Stay on top of the most 
important Catholic news stories.
Join 100,000+ Catholics and sign up for our 
newsletter. Delivered every day, for free.

SIGN UP today
americamagazine.org/join
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WWW.BARKER-ARCHITECTS.COM

202.827.6748

Greetings Class of 2030

1236 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007

WELCOME HOME,WELCOME HOME,  
HOYAS!HOYAS!

Stop by to order or call (202) 333-8254

D E L ID E L I

Nancy Itteilag  202-905-7762  itteilag@gmail.com

3201 New Mexico Ave NW #220 WDC 20016 | 202.944.5000

• Washingtonian’s 100 Best Agents 2026 
• #11 Top Agent in DC by Volume Real Trends 2026
• Washington Business Journal 2021 Top #11 Agent
   Metro Area
• Top 10 Agents in the USA 2007 Real Trends/    
   Wall Street Journal
• Representing Washington Area 
   Real Estate Developers and 
   Homeowners for over 25 years!

HOLY TRINITY PARISHIONER & PARENT, GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY GRADUATE

Trinity

DESIGN + BUILDDESIGN + BUILD      PINEHURSTDB.COM      301.363.1600

FINE EARTH LANDSCAPE, INC.

Since 1977 

DESIGN • INSTALL • PLANT

Licensed funeral establishment in the State of Maryland.

AT  F A L L S  C H U R C H

N EW  S E N I O R  L I V I N G 571-297-7233
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