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A Gen X Jesuit In Georgetown

by John Pignone, S.J.

To me, Georgetown always seemed like the Promised
Land. Growing up in the DC area, it was the destination
when we would talk about going into the city: the heart
of where everything was. I remember thinking how cool
Commander Salamander’s was on Wisconsin Avenue
when we would drive by it.

I remember going on my first real date at a decent
restaurant on 31st Street and having two dollars left
over when everything was paid in full. I remember after
we left the restaurant buying a final flower for that date
from a guy on the street, only to, awkwardly, find out it
actually cost three dollars. I had to ask her for an extra
buck to cover the cost, and never saw her again.

When I was doing my undergrad work at the University
of Maryland, I remember taking a class at Georgetown
one fall. I didn’t need the class - I just wanted to be a
part of the town and be able to tell someone without
exaggeration that I had business here.

Imagine my thoughts when my Provincial, the head
Jesuit on the East Coast who decides where to send us
for assignments, asked me to e-mail him which parish I

Monday - Friday:

Saturday:

Saturday (Vigil):
Sunday:

8:00 AM— Chapel
5:30 PM— Chapel

8:00 AM— Chapel

5:30 PM— Church
7:30 AM— Church
9:00 AM— Church, Trinity Hall
and Livestream
11:30 AM— Church
5:30 PM— Church

Daily Mass Schedule

SacraMent oF

reconciliation:
Saturdays, 4:30 - 5:15 PM— Church

felt particularly called to for my first mission as a priest.
It wasn’t really a question for me. DC is my home, and
Georgetown is the heart of it. I had been away for a while
and just wanted to go back home.

Now that it has been a few months, when my friends ask
how things are going I have a line I give them. I say it is
like being on a highway and trying to keep up with traffic.
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A Gen X Jesuit... cont. from page 1

Right about now, I am in fourth gear. I’m getting
there. When I arrived here on the Fourth of July
weekend, it was like the gas pedal was on the floor but
the car was going thirty-five. Cars were flying by me,
but instead of honking or throwing dirty looks, they
were all waving hello. �ey were saying, “Welcome to
the highway, you’ll get up to speed soon enough. �is
is friendly traffic.”

I have come to find that Holy Trinity is very friendly
DC traffic. �ere is so much going on here. I think
Father Gillespie said there are over eighty programs
run out of this complex. �ere are so many people
who give of themselves to this parish and have taken
initiative in various ways that one would be hard
pressed to find a more vibrant and well-rounded
community anywhere around.

I am in awe of the people here. Not only are they
impressive by sheer volume, they are exceptionally
kind and welcoming. At the end of the day, when I
reflect on all the graces God has given me, again and
again the things that cascade across my mind’s eye are
kind eyes and warm smiles. I feel as though I have
been enveloped in a loving community and, indeed,
feel at home in very friendly DC traffic.

So, now I find myself getting a bit more confident. I
fumble a bit less with the book and the wine and the
water. I remember to go counterclockwise around the
altar with the incense at the 11:30 Mass instead of
clockwise. I remember to turn my mic off when I start
giving out communion and to turn it on again when
I give the blessing to the Eucharistic Ministers sent to
the homebound. And I remember to thank God every
day for sending me here.

I’m getting there. �is little car is almost ready to
be thrown into fifth gear. I am no longer a safety
hazard on the highway. But even when I was feeling
wobbly this past summer you all saw the “Please have
patience, New Driver” bumper sticker slapped to the
back of my car and continued to be kind to me. I am
deeply grateful.

I live in Georgetown now. I have business here.
�ose two things would be astounding on their own.
But what is more is that I am home at Holy Trinity
because you opened the doors to me. I am home
because you are patient with me. I am home because
we are together here in this crazy, fun, DC traffic of
ours.

I am grateful to you for welcoming me and for your
patience as I learn how to do this and I am forever
grateful to God for bringing me to you.

AMDG

thankSgiVing Food driVe now underway!
�e Social Justice team has kicked off their annual
�anksgiving Food Drive. �is year our partners
have asked us to provide 300 meals to families, which
means we need to raise $22,500. Your donation
supports families served at the Fr. McKenna Center,
Free Minds, Hope and a Home, Woodley House,
San Miguel School and Returning Citizens Action
Network. $75 purchases a �anksgiving meal for a
family of 4. You can donate by scanning the QR code
at right, or by check. Checks should
include “Food Drive - �anksgiving”
in the memo line and may be left in
the collection basket on Sundays or
mailed to Holy Trinity, Attn: Social
Justice. �ank you!
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lgBtQia+ MiniStry eVentS in octoBer

Family & Friends Discussion Group
Sunday, November 8 | 10:15 AM, Parish Library

Women and Marginalized Genders Discussion
Group
Sunday, November 8 | 10:30 AM, Upper Room

Full Ministry Meeting
Sunday, November 15 | 1:00 PM, Neale Room &
via Zoom

new PariSioner orientation
Sunday, October 25 | 4:00 PM, McKenna Hall
If you are new to the parish or simply want to know
more about our ministries, please join us for our fall
new parishioner orientation on Sunday, October 25
at 4PM in McKenna Hall. Light refreshments will be
served. Children are welcome! RSVP is appreciated,
but not required. Please contact parishLife@trinity.org
with any questions.

unitywalk 2026: reiMagine the Future
Sunday, October 25 | 2:00 PM
Holy Trinity parishioners are invited to register to
participate in the 21st annual Unity Walk on Sunday,
October25, and to gather at 2:00 PM at Annunciation
Catholic Church in DC (3810 Massachusetts Ave
NW; look for the Holy Trinity sign near the church
entrance). Join hundreds of people of different
faiths, cultures, generations, and backgrounds for
an afternoon of connection, discovery, service, and
celebration. Participants will walk 1.4 miles, visit
8 different houses of worship, learn about different
traditions, join in conversation, and meet neighbors
we might otherwise never encounter. Arrive early to
attend a Resource Fair 1:00 – 2:00 PM. Savings
available if you register in advance. �is event is
presented by the Interfaith Council
of Metropolitan Washington. Register
by scanning the QR code at right, or
contact Nora Heimann (nheimann@
trinity.org) or Ian Mitchell (imitchell@
trinity.org).

young adult coMMunity MaSS and caFe
Sunday, November 8 | 7:15 PM, Chapel followed by
McKenna Hall
�e Young Adult Community will hold its monthly
Mass and Cafe on Sunday, November 8 at 7:15PM
in St. Ignatius Chapel. All those in their 20s and 30s
are invited to attend and join the potluck snack social
in McKenna Hall afterward. For more information
about the Young Adult Community, please see trinity.
org/young-adults

holy hour For the nation
Tuesday, November 3 | 6:30 PM, Church
Father Pignone will lead an hour of prayer in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament, as we come
together on election night to pray for trust in God
and hope for the future.

all SoulS day
Monday, November 2

8:00 AM Mass in the Chapel
12:00 PM Mass at Holy Rood
5:30 PM Mass in the Chapel
7:00 PM Evening Prayer in the Church

Note: A fellowship gathering will be held before
Evening Prayer at 6pm in McKenna. Registration
is highly encouraged: e-mailbereavementministry@
trinity.org or call Lisa 202-903-2808.

We will also continue our custom of displaying photos
of the deceased by the statue of the Blessed Mother
during all of November. Bring your photos and place
them upon the table near the statue beginning on the
weekend of November 1 & 2. (Please include a label
with your name and phone number on the back so that
they can be identified and returned.)

the Vatican and woMen deaconS: a
conVerSation with dr. PhylliS Zagano
Saturday, November 7 | 10:00 AM, McKenna Hall
All are invited to join Dr. Phyllis Zagano on Saturday,
November 7, 2026 at 10 AM in McKenna Hall
for a presentation and conversation on her recently
published book, �e Vatican and Women Deacons
(Orbis, May 2026). Dr. Zagano is recognized as
one of the foremost authorities on women in the
diaconate. In 2016, Pope Francis appointed her to
the Papal Commission of Study on the Diaconate
of Women. Light refreshments will be
available. Please register in advance by
scanning the QR code at right, or contact
Ian Mitchell at imitchell@trinity.org.
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Join the holy trinity delegation For the
2026 ignatian FaMily teach-in For JuStice
November 14-15; Arlington, VA
�e Teach-In is a place for members of the Ignatian
family (Jesuit institutions and larger Catholic
Church) to be empowered, re-energized, inspired,
challenged, and supported by a community that
sees faith and justice integrally linked. Now in its
29th year, the Teach-In has a rich history rooted in
honoring the Jesuits and their companions who were
martyred in El Salvador in 1989. Social Justice and
Religious Education are co-hosting a delegation (25
participants). Please register early to guarantee your
spot! Please contact Ashley Klick, aklick@trinity.
org or Anne Marie Kaufmann, akaufmann@trinity.
org. Learn more at ignatiansolidarity.net/iftj/

2027 iMMerSion exPerienceS
�e Social Justice Ministry works to provide
opportunities for parishioners to be in proximity of
marginalized communities locally and outside of the
DMV. Contact Ashley Klick (aklick@trinity.org) with
questions or for more information.

Immersion Experience in Alabama with Catholic
Mobilizing Network (January 7-10, 2027) Plans are
underway for our 4th pilgrimage to Montgomery and
Selma. Registration is open until November 1.

Family Experience in El Salvador with Building
Futures (August 2027) A group of families from Holy
Trinity will travel to San Salvador, El Salvador with
the Building Futures Project for a week-long hands-
on service and cultural immersion experience. �e
trip is limited to 10-20 individuals and is organized
for families to do together. �e trip dates are August
14-21, 2027. �e cost is $1,200 per person plus the
cost of booking a flight.

wanted: JoyFul, energetic, Faith-Filled, and
hoPe-Filled youth MiniSterS!
Trinity Teens is seeking reliable, faithful adults, young
at heart, full of energy, with the desire and willingness
to accompany the High School students in our parish
in their faith journeys. We welcome your support
with Sunday morning Youth Ministry activities, and
with coordinating, planning, and communicating
social justice activities and fun community building
teen events. If you are interested, or have questions,
please contact Nora Heimann, Senior Coordinator
of Youth Ministry, at 202-903-2846 or nheimann@
trinity.org NB: All adults who volunteer with youth
are required to complete a background check and attend
a VIRTUS Safe Environment session in compliance with
policies set forth by the Archdiocese.

Morning Prayer online
Mondays and Fridays | 9:00 AM, Zoom
Morning Prayer is celebrated on Mondays and Fridays
9-9:45 am via Zoom. Visit trinity.org/morningprayer
for information and the link.

hoPe For the holidayS
Saturday, November 14 | 10:00 AM
�e annual Hope for the Holidays Gathering will
be held on Saturday, November 14 from 10:00 AM
- 11:30 AM �e holidays can be especially difficult
after the loss of a loved one. Traditions, family
gatherings, and memories can bring both sadness and
comfort as we navigate the season without someone
dear to us. Together, we will explore how to honor
our loved ones, manage difficult emotions, and find
moments of peace and hope amid our grief. To help
us plan, registration is highly encouraged. Please
e-mail bereavementministry@trinity.org or call Lisa
202-903-2808.

Social JuStice PartnerSathoSPitality hourS
on Sunday, noVeMBer 8
Representatives from Negotiation Works, Resilience
Across Borders, �ink Peace and Wanda Alstun
Foundation will be on-site during coffee and donuts
on Sunday, November 8. Please make time to learn
about the work these partners are doing in our
community.

Mark your calendar
adVent Midday MeditationS: a Journey
toward healing
Wednesdays in Advent | 12:00 PM ET, 7:00 PM
Palestine time, via Zoom

�is Advent, prepare for the coming of Christ by
looking honestly at where we need healing and at
the God who makes healing possible. Over four
weeks, Fr. Garrett, S.J. will lead a guided meditation
and prayer series on Zoom. Each session builds on a
short reflection exercise to complete
beforehand, and we will pray for one
another along the way. (Wednesdays,
November 25, December 2, 9 & 16)
To register, please scan the QR code
at right:
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

wedneSday

thurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM

8:00 AM

5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

week oF octoBer 26, 2026

Carolyn Buffington
Sam and Hilda DiRosa;
Rosa DeRosa +
Michelle Effgen
David Ritterpusch +
James P. �ompson +
Patricia Giampietro +
John Czajka

Kenneth Stolz +
Yvonne Andejeski +

Daily Readings

holy trinity coluMBariuM: a Sacred SPace
oF Final rePoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. �e Columbarium is open to all, and
more than three-quarters of the niches have been sold.
For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

PariSh loSt & Found
Numerous items get left behind after Mass and events
- umbrellas, hats, glasses, etc. �e parish lost & found
is located in the sacristy behind the main Church.
Due to space concerns, the lost and found is cleaned
out monthly, with items being donated. �ank you!

giVing oPtionS Beyond caSh giFtS
Holy Trinity now offers a secure online platform that
makes it simple to give stock, IRA, or Donor-Advised
Fund gifts directly to the parish. �is trusted tool
- powered by FreeWill’s Smart Giving technology -
helps you complete your asset-based gift in minutes
and automatically notifies our Advancement Office,
ensuring your generosity is properly directed,
recorded, and acknowledged.
To explore these options or start your gift, please scan
the QR code at right. If you have any
questions, please contact Christopher
Dake, Director of Advancement &
Stewardship at cdake@trinity.org or
(202) 903-2837 for personal assistance.
�ank you!

Tuesday of the ThirtiethWeek in O.T.
Ephesians 5:21-33 | Luke 13:18-21

Feast of Saints Simon and Jude
Ephesians 2:19-22 | Luke 6:12-16

Thursday of the ThirtiethWeek in O.T.
Ephesians 6:10-20 | Luke 13:31-35

Friday of the ThirtiethWeek in O.T.
Philippians 1:1-11 | Luke 14:1-6

Saturday of the ThirtiethWeek in O.T.
Philippians 1:18b-26 | Luke 14:1, 7-11

Monday of the ThirtiethWeek in O.T.
Ephesians 4:32–5:8 | Luke 13:10-17

Sunday, October 25

Monday, October 26

Tuesday, October 27

Wednesday, October 28

Thursday, October 29

FRIDAY, October 30

Saturday, October 31

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exodus 22:20-26 | 1 �essalonians 1:5c-10 | Matthew 22:34-40



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love,
and transform lives.

PariSh center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JeSuit StaFF
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Parochial Vicar

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Senior Priest

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

John P. Pignone, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Paul Brian Campbell,
S.J. (202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

jpignone@
trinity.org

pcampbell@
trinity.org

pearl@trinity.
org
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new PariShioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to
join our parish. You may register at www.
trinity.org/register or scan the QR code
using your phone:

order oF chriStian initiation

�e Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition. �ose who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgBtQia+ MiniStry

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by e-mailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PariSh PaStoral council (PPc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that identity
and mission. Contact PPC President Malcolm McCluskey
at parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with a
Mass coordinator, stationed near the entrance of the
Church, before Mass begins.

PariSh dePartMentS

Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

*Spiritual Direction

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

emenjivar@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

emccormack@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

mcarroll@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Elmer Menjivar
(202) 903-2838

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Ed McCormack
(202) 903-2810

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Macaire Carroll-Gavula
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836



“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

Stay on top of the most 
important Catholic news stories.
Join 100,000+ Catholics and sign up for our 
newsletter. Delivered every day, for free.

SIGN UP today
americamagazine.org/join
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SCOUT GUIDE

DC 2026

creating spaces

for every

chapter of life

as seen on

1631 WISCONSIN AVE. NW WASHINGTON, DC 20007 202 926 3838 BUILDDESIGNCENTER.COM

creating spaces

ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Michelle Stehman ~ 717-774-8833
mstehman@diocesan.com
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Greetings Class of 2030

1236 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007

WELCOME HOME,WELCOME HOME,  
HOYAS!HOYAS!

Stop by to order or call (202) 333-8254

D E L ID E L I

Nancy Itteilag  202-905-7762  itteilag@gmail.com

3201 New Mexico Ave NW #220 WDC 20016 | 202.944.5000

• Washingtonian’s 100 Best Agents 2026 
• #11 Top Agent in DC by Volume Real Trends 2026
• Washington Business Journal 2021 Top #11 Agent
   Metro Area
• Top 10 Agents in the USA 2007 Real Trends/    
   Wall Street Journal
• Representing Washington Area 
   Real Estate Developers and 
   Homeowners for over 25 years!

HOLY TRINITY PARISHIONER & PARENT, GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY GRADUATE

Trinity

DESIGN + BUILDDESIGN + BUILD      PINEHURSTDB.COM      301.363.1600

FINE EARTH LANDSCAPE, INC.

Since 1977 

DESIGN • INSTALL • PLANT

Licensed funeral establishment in the State of Maryland.

AT  F A L L S  C H U R C H

N EW  S E N I O R  L I V I N G 571-297-7233
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