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There Is Room Here: Don’t Bury The Gift

by Christopher Dake,
Director of Advancement & Stewardship

Last weekend, I was blessed to be on retreat at
Loyola on the Potomac in Faulkner, Maryland.
It is a gift to spend 40 hours in silence with
God every fall, which I don’t take for granted,

especially as someone who spends most of his days
talking or staring at a computer screen.

�e retreat invited me to pray with the hidden treasure
God places within each of us: a holy light we are meant to
share. We reflected on Matthew Chapter 5, where Jesus
boldly calls us “the light of the world.” �en he reminds
us that no one lights a lamp and puts it under a bushel
basket. Practically speaking, that would be foolish; no
one would willingly set their house on fire because they
put a flame under something completely flammable.
Jesus’s point is simple: don’t hide what you have been
given. And notice who the light is for. It isn’t a spotlight
on us. It lights the whole house, so that others “may see
your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.” You
can see how much room you have in a house when it's lit
rather than when it’s dark.

�is weekend's Gospel (Matthew 25:14–30) doubles
down on the same point. One servant, entrusted with
the least, is so afraid of failing that he buries the gift. He
says so honestly: “Out of fear I went off and buried your

Monday - Friday:

Saturday:

Saturday (Vigil):
Sunday:

8:00 AM— Chapel
5:30 PM— Chapel

8:00 AM— Chapel

5:30 PM— Church
7:30 AM— Church
9:00 AM— Church, Trinity Hall
and Livestream
11:30 AM— Church
5:30 PM— Church

Daily Mass Schedule

SacraMent oF
reconciliation:

Saturdays, 4:30 - 5:15 PM— Church

talent in the ground.” Fear makes our lives smaller. A small
heart has no room for anyone else.

But notice what the master does first. He entrusts each
servant “according to his ability.” He makes room for each
of them to grow, and to the faithful ones he says, “Come,
share your master’s joy.”Without fear, our lives grow larger,
with room enough for others.
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Prayer Vigil - gaza children'S Shroud
Sunday, November 15 | 3 PM, McKenna Hall
All are invited to a Prayer Vigil focoused on the
plight of the Palestinian people, the Gaza Children's
Shroud, and a call to seek truth, justice, and peace.
Many parishioners may recall participating in the
Gaza Children's Shroud project this past summer; a
section of the Shroud will be on display.

�at is what we try to do at Holy Trinity: make room
for one another, so that each of us can become who
God made us to be. God loves us through each other.
When we accompany one another in Christ and
celebrate God’s love together, God’s light in each of
us shines through, and it shows the next person the
way in.

�is is my third pledge season at Holy Trinity, and I
have enjoyed getting to meet a lot of you. One perk
of the job is learning what brought so many of you
here. �e answer I hear most often is simple: you felt
welcomed. Someone let you know there was room for
you here. �at welcome brings joy to the person who
receives it, and joy to our Lord, who wants us not to
bury our gifts but to set them where they give light to
all in the house.

It’s worth remembering that in Jesus’ parable, a talent
was money, worth more than 15 years’ wages. �e
gifts Jesus asks us not to bury include our treasure.
Making a pledge is how we keep the lamp lit and the
door open for whoever walks in next, making them
feel welcomed and showing them there is room here.

Stewardship Sunday - 2027 Annual Pledge

Our goal: $5 million. Our 2026 budget was $4.97
million, and our 2027 budget is $5.06 million, which
is about a 2% increase. �e cost of operating a parish
of our size has increased, from staff salaries to utilities,
insurance, and the upkeep of a historic campus. Our
pledges need to rise with it. If you pledged last year,
please consider increasing your pledge. If you have
never pledged, this is a wonderful year to begin.

When our annual pledge grows, so does our impact
outside of Holy Trinity. Since 1984, ten percent of
pledge contributions has gone to our tithe program,
operated by volunteer parishioners to distribute
among many worthy partner organizations. �is year,
the tithe awarded a record $631,000 for housing,
health care, education, andmore.�e tithing program
is like a lamp in a window, shining outward into the
world.
Be sure to review our 2026 Annual Report to see the
impacts of your talents across the parish and school -
now available at trinity.org/annual-report.

Three Questions Regarding the Pledge:

If I give monthly, does that count toward my pledge? Yes,
when your monthly gift is set up as payments on your
pledge. �ank you for giving regularly!

How much did I pledge last year?We will be rolling out
a new parishioner portal in the coming weeks that will
show you what you have pledged and donated since
January 1, 2025.

Can I designate my gift? Yes. Gifts designated to
ministries such as Ignatian Spirituality or Social
Justice stay with that ministry and cover its specific
costs. �ey are counted separately from our $5
million Annual Pledge goal, which sustains the whole
life of the parish, including the staff who make every
ministry possible.

By now you should have received Father Gillespie’s
letter and our �ere Is Room Here
brochure. I invite you to pray about
your pledge for 2027, then return
the enclosed card or give online by
scanning the QR code at right or
visiting trinity.org/give. �ank you
for making room here!
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BiBle Storyhour: daVid& goliath
Sunday, November 22 | 10:10 AM, HTS Lower
School Room 108
Families with children ages 3–5 are invited to our
next Bible Story Hour on Sunday, November 22,
from 10:10–11:10 AM, featuring the story of David
and Goliath! �rough engaging storytelling, fun
activities, and fellowship, children will discover how
David's trust in God gave him the courage to face a
seemingly impossible challenge. Join us for a faith-
filled time together as we remind our little ones that
with God by our side, we can face even the biggest
challenges! Children must be accompanied by a
parent or another adult.

lgBtQia+ MiniStry eVentS in noVeMBer
Please see the webpage for details on all meetings.
Full Ministry Meeting
Sunday, November 15 | 1:00 PM, Neale & Zoom
Men's Discussion Group
Wednesday, November 18 | 7:30 PM, Neale &
Zoom

celeBrate Economic JusticE for All at 40
Sunday, November 15 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
On the 10th annual World Day of the Poor, all are
invited to join a conversation to celebrate the 40th
anniversary of Economic Justice for All, a landmark
social teaching document from the Catholic Bishops
of the United States. Comments will be offered by
David Hollenbach, S.J. of Georgetown University,
who served as a consultant in the drafting of the
document. We will also be joined by Georgetown's
Dr. Joseph McCartin, Founding Director of the
Kalmanovitz Initiative for Labor & the Working
Poor. Questions? Contact Ian Mitchell, Coordinator
of Adult Faith Formation, at imitchell@trinity.org.

mAgnificA HumAnitAs - SeSSion 5
Tuesday, November 17 | 6:30 PM, via Zoom
All are invited to the fifth online session in our
series on Pope Leo XIV’s first encyclical, Magnifica
Humanitas. �is conversation will focus on Chapter
5 and the Conclusion of the encyclical, "�e Culture
of Power and the Civilization of Love," with special
emphasis on technology, war, and responsibility in the
digital age. Our presenter for this session will be Dr.
Maryann Cusimano Love, Associate
Professor in Politics at the Catholic
University of America. Register in
advance by scanning the QR code at
right, or by contacting Ian Mitchell at
imitchell@trinity.org.

MoVieMoMentS oF grace: haMnet
Friday, November 20 | 7:30 PM, Zoom
All are welcome to join the discussion of Hamnet,
an award winning historical drama that explores
the profound grief, love, and human heartbreak
behind the creation of Shakespeare's masterwork,
Hamlet. Watch the movie ahead of time and join a
small Zoom group for the discussion. See the trailer,
streaming options and the registration link at trinity.
org/ignatian-spirituality/movie-moments. Register by
10:00 pm on �ursday, November 19.

adVent reFlection For ParentS
Sunday, November 22 | 10:15 AM, Trinity Hall
All parents are invited to a time of prayer and reflection
as we prepare for the Advent season. Come spend time
contemplating scripture in an Ignatian way. To allow
parents the opportunity to reflect
in quiet, childcare will be offered.
Please scan the QR code at right to
RSVP and to sign up for childcare.
Questions? Please contact Anne
Marie Kaufmann, akaufmann@
trinity.org.

@

chaMBerMuSic: Piano QuartetS oF JohanneS
BrahMS& louiSeheritte-Viardot
Saturday, November 21 | 7:30 PM (doors, 7:00
PM), Chapel
All are welcome to the next concert in Holy Trinity’s
chamber music series. �e program includes piano
quartets by Johannes Brahms and Louise Heritte-
Viardot, performed by violinist and Holy Trinity
parishioner Claire Allen, violist Lillian Green, cellist
Zachary Whitaker, and pianist Faith Zúñiga.

�e concert will not be ticketed, but generous free-
will donations are welcomed both to support the
performers and to offset the continuing operations of
our concert series. An informal reception will follow
this concert. Please e-mail Matthew Ogden with
any questions at mogden@trinity.org. Be sure to visit
trinity.org/concerts for our full season.
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oPPortunitieS to SerVe
Please consider opportunities to serve this fall:
• Saturday Suppers at Mt. Zion (November 14)
• Weekly Sunday dinners at Holy Trinity
• Community Collections (November 22)
• Tuesday lunches for GMC
You can find details or sign up by
visiting trinity.org/neighbors, scanning
the QR code at right, or e-mailing
Helen at HDomenici@trinity.org.
�ank you!
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adVent Midday MeditationS: a Journey
towardhealing
Wednesdays in Advent, Beginning November 25 |
12:00 PM ET, 7:00 PM Palestine time, via Zoom
�is Advent, prepare for the coming of Christ by
looking honestly at where we need healing and at the
God whomakes healing possible. Over four weeks, Fr.
Garrett, S.J. will lead a guided meditation and prayer
series on Zoom. Each session builds on
a short reflection exercise to complete
beforehand, and we will pray for one
another along the way. (Wednesdays,
Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9 & 16) Register by
scanning the QR code at right:

eMManuel: godwith uS
an ignatian retreat in daily liFe
December 6 - 12, 2026 (Register by November 22)
�is Advent, allow the Holy Spirit to prepare your
heart to celebrate the arrival of Jesus into our world.
�rough daily prayer and individual meetings with
a spiritual director, you are invited to nourish your
hopefulness, notice God's loving activity in your life,
and recognize how God might be inviting you to
experience joy and to be a co-creator of love in the
world. For information and to register at trinity.org/
ignatian-spirituality/emmanuel-retreat/

taBle oF grace: an eVening oF hoPe and
recoVery
�ursday, December 3 | 6:30 PM, McKenna Hall
Come and experience the co-mingling of the 12
Steps of recovery with Ignatian spirituality. Share a
simple meal of meat or vegetarian lasagna and be led
in prayer by those who make the Ignatian Spirituality
Project retreats, which are designed for women
and men who are in recovery from
homelessness and addiction. Please
register to attend by scanning the QR
code at right, or by visiting trinity.
org/ignatian-spirituality/invitations-
to-pray.

R

coMing Soon - holy trinity giVing tree
Beginning Monday, November 23
Each year Holy Trinity partners with local groups to
bring the joy of Christmas through the Giving Tree.
We are working to fulfill wish lists from the following:
Anne’s Place, Cabrini Center, Fr. McKenna Center,
Healthy Babies Project, HT Migrant Familia, Mary
House, Returning Citizens Assistance Network
(RCAN), Spanish Catholic Center, St. Ann’s
Center for Children, Youth and Families, and the
Wanda Alston Foundation. We also invite monetary
support for the Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem
Foundation. Tags will be hung on trees in the main
Church and in McKenna Hall on November 23.
Virtual tags will be promoted in the eLetters. All gifts
should be returned by December 13.

Monthly grieF SuPPort
Saturday, December 12 | 10:00 AM
�e holidays can be especially difficult after the loss
of a loved one. �e next monthly grief support group
will be held on Saturday, December 12. You are not
alone! �is group is open to anyone who is grieving
and seeking support, whether your loss is recent or
long ago. Each session includes, prayer, reflection,
and opportunities to share in a compassionate
and confidential setting. Registration is highly
encouraged. Please email bereavementministry@
trinity.org or call Lisa 202-903-2808.

SaVe the date - ShoP For a cauSe
Sunday, December 6 | After all morning Masses,
McKenna Hall
Shop for a Cause! �e Migrant Familia and our
sister parishes will host the annual holiday market
on December 6 after all morning Masses. Shop for
coffee, fair trade gifts, baked goods, books, and more!

thankSgiVing Food driVe - thank you!!
We have exceeded our goal for the �anksgiving
food drive, thanks to 181 generous donors. With
your support, we will be providing a full meal to 300
families and providing the delicious sides for more
than 100 guests at the �anksgiving lunch at So
Others Might Eat. �ank you for being parishioners
for others!
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Mass Intentions

Monday

tueSday

wedneSday

thurSday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

week oF noVeMBer 9, 2026

Tom Lydon +
Arthur Heimbold+
Brian Welch Woodward +
Benjamin Peter Skinner +
Rosemary Burke Dolan +
Richard Paolino +

Roger Warin +

Sophie Ryan +
Joyce Nugent +

Daily Readings

holy trinity coluMBariuM: a Sacred SPace
oF Final rePoSe
Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from
the church. �e Columbarium is open to all, and
more than three-quarters of the niches have been sold.
For more information, please visit the Holy Trinity
Columbarium website at holytrinitycolumbarium.org,
or e-mail htcolumbarium@trinity.org.

PariSh loSt& Found
Numerous items get left behind after Mass and events
- umbrellas, hats, glasses, etc. �e parish lost & found
is located in the sacristy behind the main Church.
Due to space concerns, the lost and found is cleaned
out monthly, with items being donated. �ank you!

giVing oPtionS Beyond caSh giFtS
Holy Trinity now offers a secure online platform that
makes it simple to give stock, IRA, or Donor-Advised
Fund gifts directly to the parish. �is trusted tool
- powered by FreeWill’s Smart Giving technology -
helps you complete your asset-based gift in minutes
and automatically notifies our Advancement Office,
ensuring your generosity is properly directed,
recorded, and acknowledged.
To explore these options or start your gift, please scan
the QR code at right. If you have any
questions, please contact Christopher
Dake, Director of Advancement &
Stewardship at cdake@trinity.org or
(202) 903-2837 for personal assistance.
�ank you!

Memorial of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary
Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22 | Luke 19:1-10

Wednesday of the Thirty-thirdWeek in O.T.
Revelation 4:1-11 | Luke 19:11-28

Thursday of the Thirty-thirdWeek in O.T.
Revelation 5:1-10 | Luke 19:41-44

Friday of the Thirty-thirdWeek in O.T.
Revelation 10:8-11 | Luke 19:45-48

Memorial of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Revelation 11:4-12 | Luke 20:27-40

Monday of the Thirty-thirdWeek in O.T.
Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5 | Luke 18:35-43

Sunday, November 15

Monday, November 16

Tuesday, November 17

Wednesday, November 18

Thursday, November 19

FRIDAY, November 20

Saturday, November 21

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Prov 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 | 1 �ess 5:1-6 | Matt 25:14-30



MiSSion StateMent

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love,
and transform lives.

PariSh center
Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm (closed Sat/Sun)

JeSuit StaFF
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Parochial Vicar

Parochial Vicar

Senior Priest

Senior Priest

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Jack Dennis, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

John P. Pignone, S.J.
(202) 337-2840

Paul Brian Campbell,
S.J. (202) 337-2840

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

kgillespie@
trinity.org

jdennis@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

jpignone@
trinity.org

pcampbell@
trinity.org

pearl@trinity.
org
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new PariShioner regiStration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to
join our parish. You may register at www.
trinity.org/register or scan the QR code
using your phone:

order oF chriStian initiation

�e Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals
who are interested in living the Christian life in the
Catholic tradition.�ose who want to learn more about the
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825.
Holy Trinity also offers OCIA adapted for children and
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school).
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

lgBtQia+ MiniStry

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity
of our community and more welcoming to those who
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual
and their families and friends. More information and
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia
or by e-mailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

PariSh PaStoral council (PPc)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish,
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that identity
and mission. Contact PPC President Malcolm McCluskey
at parishcouncil@trinity.org with any questions.

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to
receive Holy Communion should speak with a
Mass coordinator, stationed near the entrance of the
Church, before Mass begins.

PariSh dePartMentS
Parish Operations

Accounting

Advancement and
Stewardship

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity
School

Ignatian
Spirituality

*Spiritual Direction

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

cdake@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

emenjivar@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

emccormack@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

jconnors@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

mcarroll@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Christopher Dake
(202) 903-2837

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Elmer Menjivar
(202) 903-2838

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Ed McCormack
(202) 903-2810

Tony Varas
(202) 903-2804

Justin Connors
(202) 903-2805

Matthew Ogden
(202) 903-2827

Macaire Carroll-Gavula
(202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836



“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

“Now that I have a personal assistant, 
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

Stay on top of the most 
important Catholic news stories.
Join 100,000+ Catholics and sign up for our 
newsletter. Delivered every day, for free.

SIGN UP today
americamagazine.org/join
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for every

chapter of life
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1631 WISCONSIN AVE. NW WASHINGTON, DC 20007 202 926 3838 BUILDDESIGNCENTER.COM

creating spaces

ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Michelle Stehman ~ 717-774-8833
mstehman@diocesan.com
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Greetings Class of 2030

1236 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007

WELCOME HOME,WELCOME HOME,  
HOYAS!HOYAS!

Stop by to order or call (202) 333-8254

D E L ID E L I

Nancy Itteilag  202-905-7762  itteilag@gmail.com

3201 New Mexico Ave NW #220 WDC 20016 | 202.944.5000

• Washingtonian’s 100 Best Agents 2026 
• #11 Top Agent in DC by Volume Real Trends 2026
• Washington Business Journal 2021 Top #11 Agent
   Metro Area
• Top 10 Agents in the USA 2007 Real Trends/    
   Wall Street Journal
• Representing Washington Area 
   Real Estate Developers and 
   Homeowners for over 25 years!

HOLY TRINITY PARISHIONER & PARENT, GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY GRADUATE

Trinity

DESIGN + BUILDDESIGN + BUILD      PINEHURSTDB.COM      301.363.1600

FINE EARTH LANDSCAPE, INC.

Since 1977 

DESIGN • INSTALL • PLANT

Licensed funeral establishment in the State of Maryland.

AT  F A L L S  C H U R C H

N EW  S E N I O R  L I V I N G 571-297-7233
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